


Chairman:	Cllr R Thornhill	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:	Cllr W Allen; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr W Kay; Cllr A Allen; Cllr L Loweth; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr R Byrd; Cllr A Martin, Cllr M Richardson, Cllr R Thompson
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr G Dakin 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd April 2024 at
Ash Village Hall at 7:15 pm

[bookmark: _Hlk155263358]428 	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
The Chairman opened the Meeting at 7:15pm thanking everyone for attending. Seven members of the public attended the Meeting.
A resident attended the Meeting to update Councillors about his re submitted planning application. He gave an overview of some changes he has made.
A second resident complained about Shropshire Council’s application process to make claims for damage as a result of potholes.  He requested that the Parish Council supports applications made by the White Lion and the Village Hall.  
Unitary Cllr Paul Wynn attended the Meeting to support Cllr Dakin. Cllr Wynn is the Chairman of the North Shropshire Planning Committee. 
A third resident attended the Meeting to make further complaints about motorcross activity on land adjacent to the A41/49 at Prees Heath. A vehicle got stuck trying to access the land from a new entrance which is very close to the dual carriage way which resulted in traffic backing. Vehicles associated with the activity is still parking on the verges.  The Chairman confirmed that they are only allowed to undertake this activity for 14 days per year on one piece of land, not on consecutive days in order to prevent nuisance.  The resident wishes to formally register his concerns.
A representative from the White Lion introduced their grant funding request.  They have submitted a request for £10,000 as part of their application to the levelling up fund.  A planning application will be going in next week.  They need £36,000 of matched funding.

429	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllrs Thornhill, Martin, Allen and Kettle all declared an interest in the White Lion’s application. Cllr Kettle also declared an interest in the Village Hall’s application. 

430	Update on Co-option/Vacancy
A notice for co-option has been issued by Shropshire Council as no request for an election for the seat has been received. 
Due to the resignation of the Councillor, the office of Vice Chairman is currently vacant. The positions of Chairman and Vice Chairman will be re-elected in May.  

431	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 4th March 2024  (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th March 2024.  Cllr Kay proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 




432 	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

433 	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin updated Councillors on the savings made by Shropshire Council.  He confirmed the date and time for the site visit with the Highways Engineer regarding the spend of the money given by the anaerobic digester firm to provide passing places.  
An upcoming public consultation in Tilstock for the provision of low cost homes and a care facility was discussed.  Concerns over the proposed access were discussed. There would not be a direct access to the village by car or pedestrian from the development.  
Cllr Dakin confirmed that the Footpaths Officer will ensure that the public right of way is kept open and unaffected by the motorcross activity.
A large pothole by Broughall House Farm has been reported. Other potholes in the same area have also been reported. Cllr Dakin will endeavour to find out when Ash Road will be repaired.

434 	Correspondence: To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email inc: 
SALC AGM; NALC updates; NSAC meeting details 25/04/24; Consultation: new swimming facilities Shrewsbury Sports Village; Emailed complaints ref provision of a defibrillator for Ash Parva; Motorcross activity emails; SP stakeholder priority survey; Ash Church grant thank you email; Newsletters; NS Wheelers AGM; PCC election notices; Public consultation on Land East of Tilstock Road

A letter of thanks from Ash Church was noted. 
Two complaints regarding the installation of the defibrillator in Ash Parva were noted. Councillors reported many positive comments and seven ‘thank you’s’ have been received – the overall public view is that the unit is visible but not obtrusive. In relation to the complaints, the Clerk reported that she undertook searches to ensure no mains services ie cables, pipes, drains etc were in the installation area, which is next to the existing bench and notice board.  None were present.  The Highways Department has confirmed that the unit will not present a visibility issues. The Streetworks Department has confirmed that no application to install the unit would be necessary.  The Clerk confirmed that the cabinets are kept locked for insurance purposes and as per the recommendations of the West Midlands Ambulance Service to ensure that people seek medical attention.

Cllrs Thornhill, Martin, Allen and Kettle left the Meeting. 
Cllr Haynes proposed Cllr Loweth Chair the next part of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Richardson, as Cllr Thornhill has declared an interest.  Councillors discussed the grant funding application made by the White Lion Community Pub.  Cllr Richardson proposed that Standing Orders be suspended to permit a representative from the pub to provide additional details to support their application.  Councillors agreed that the pub is an asset for the community and should be sustainable.  A query was raised regarding the payment of dividends and how this would impact on money given by the Parish Council.  If the Pub closed, Councillors queried what would happen to any public money invested.  Standing Orders were re-instated.  Cllr Haynes proposed that the £10k be given provided that Powers of Expenditure are complied with, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. The Clerk was asked to make the necessary enquiries.  A letter of support will be provided to support the Pub’s application if the grant funding is permissible.  Resolved. 
Councillors returned to the Meeting. 





435	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations – update		
The Clerk confirmed that she has provided the Solicitor with the information he required as discussed at the March meeting. 
Cllr Martin provided a copy of the Meadows’ residents Solicitor which suggests that the original landowners still own the footpath.
b)	SmartWater rollout – to discuss	
New notices have been displayed on noticeboards, the Facebook page and website to advertise that kits are available free to residents.
There is a plant sale on 4th May in Ash.  Kits will be available at the sale for residents. 
c)	Community engagement – feedback	
The Clerk has provided notices with QR codes to link to the website and Facebook page to be displayed online and on the noticeboards. 
d)	Biodiversity policy	
The Clerk has forwarded a copy of an example of a supporting document to Cllrs Kay and Loweth who will be working on this before the next meeting.  Biodiversity in relation to planning applications was discussed. 
e)	D Day – to agree budget		
This will be discussed at the May meeting.
f)	Defibrillators
Routine checks undertaken were reported. 
Ash Village Hall is organising defibrillator training.
g)	Complaints procedure – review		
The Clerk circulated the policy via email for review.  
Councillors reviewed the policy and agreed it is fit for purpose. 
	
436	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention / updates on reported matters/ Road closures
The Edgeley Bank closure is being updated regularly.
Cllr Haynes has visited a resident in Tilstock over concerns about the hedge bordering the car park hedge. It is believed that Connexus has responsibility for the hedge in question. 
ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
No matters were raised. 
iii) Finger post repair – to approve invoice
The handyman has agreed to inspect the post.  
v)	Playground inspections – to raise matters requiring attention
The Clerk confirmed that a replacement swing seat has been ordered. No delivery date has been given as yet. 
vi)	Highways site visits – to discuss/update
Two dates have been received – final date/time has been confirmed for next week. Cllrs Dakin, Thornhill and Kay to attend. 
vii)	Tilstock VAS – to discuss repair
The Clerk informed Councillors that a repair visit will cost £350 plus parts. 
Cllr Loweth proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 
viii)	Street lighting 
The light out in Hollins Lane repair is still outstanding. Action: Clerk to chase. 



The Clerk reported that she still hasn’t had a response as to whether planning permission is required for the installation of a bus shelter in Tilstock. Cllr Loweth proposed applying for the permit, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. Action. Clerk to progress. 
The Clerk will order D Day flags and the car park sign previously approved.
viii)	Footpaths/bridleways
An Officer is reviewing the proposed dog waste bin location.  
ix)	Road Closure:  
Tilstock Road, Whitchurch Start Date: 8th April 2024 End Date: 8th April 2024 Purpose: Road Closure - Work on poles
Works Promoter:   Openreach Works Promoter Ref: BC008OGEA11576251-01
Enforcement pattern for Tilstock Road, Whitchurch: 9.30 - 14.30hrs
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=137116622

Road repairs:
Essential carriageway repairs from Ash Parva to Ash Magna.  
 These works will be completed with a Road Closure in place from Thursday 11th April to Tuesday 16th April between the hours of 09:30am – 16:00pm.
 
437 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
Public consultation on land east of Tilstock Road: DLP Consultants for Boningale Homes Ltd
24/01141/FUL Development Proposed: Change of use of domestic garage/store to form a domestic annex 
Location: Hillcrest, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DJ
Cllr Kettle proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. 

24/01147/FUL Proposed agricultural building SE of Catteralls Lane, Broughall
Erection of an agricultural cattle shed, feed and equipment store and associated works
Online comments were noted. 
Cllr Haynes proposed supporting the scheme, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. 

Notice of pre application consultation for a mobile phone base station installation at SHR0005 Land at Raven Café, A41/49 Junction, Prees Heath, Whitchurch SY13 2AF
Councillors commented that on the basis of the information provided they have no objections.  Proposed by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Byrd, all agreed. 

Invitation to public consultation event to view and comment on a proposed residential development at land off Tilstock Road
Councillors confirmed that they would be attending the event. 

b) Decisions:
24/00274/FUL  (validated: 23/01/2024)
Address:  Crab Tree Farm, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JY
Proposal:  Erection of agricultural building to cover agricultural yard
Decision:  Grant Permission

438 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Councillors confirmed receipt of reports and bank statements. Cllr Martin proposed signing off the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 


b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Richardson proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Clerk asked for permission to order the flags and car park sign as agreed at the last meeting using online banking payments so that she does not have to incur the expenditure herself and claim the money back.  Cllr Haynes proposed that the Clerk orders and pays online, seconded by Cllr A Allen,  all agreed. Resolved. 
The street light upgrade proposed at the last meeting has been ordered. 
The Clerk also requested that future PAYE payments are paid via online banking, again to avoid the Clerk having to pay herself and reclaim the money. The amount owed this month is £7. 
Payment to J Griffith will be made online.  
A new bank mandate has been received to replace the one submitted recently. The Bank has changed its mandates and requires the new version to be completed. Cllr Kettle proposed completing the new mandate, seconded by Cllr A Allen  all agreed. Resolved. 
c)	Neighbourhood Fund spend
No update. 
d)	Flags 
Considered under Finance b).
e)	Car park signage 
Considered under Finance b).
f)	Dog waste bin for Tilstock
Approval from Shropshire Council is still outstanding. The Clerk has chased for a response. 
g)	Preparation for year end/ AGAR 2023-24
The Clerk confirmed that this year’s external audit documents have been received and circulated for information.  The internal audit process will commence shortly. 
h)	Funding request application: Ash Village Hall & The White Lion
The application for the White Lion’s funding request was considered under Correpondence. 
Village Hall Funding Request: The Councillors discussed the application but agreed that it could not be taken forward until three like for like quotations are received. Action: Clerk to request more quotes. 


	Date
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	29/02/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£580.64
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/02/24
	Bank
	Monthly bank charges
	£5.40
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/01/24
	BT
	Broadband provision to Halls
	£55.56
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	12/03/24
	Hugo Fox(GoCardless)
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	04/02/24
	Employee
	Expenses – flags, car park signage
	£tbc
	1006
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/02/24
	Employee
	PAYE re-imbursement
	£tbc
	1006
	LGA 1972 s112

	08/03/24
	J Griffith
	Defib installation works
	£201.60
	1006
	PHA 1936 s234

	Date 
	Name
	Receipt
	Amount
	
	

	16/02/24
	Bank
	Interest
	£185.02
	
	



439 	Agenda items for the 7th May 2024 Meeting (Tilstock)
The May meeting will be the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on the same day immediately before the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council. 
The public left the Meeting.  




440	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature

The Clerk advised that a new model contract of employment is now available from NALC and it should be considered by the Staffing Committee.  To forward the new model contract with changes highlighted.
Councillors discussed vexatious complainants and behaviour in meetings.  

There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 9:05pm. 
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