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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd October at Tilstock Village Hall

Chairman:
Cllr Thornhill
Councillors:
Cllr A Allen; Cllr W Allen; Cllr P Blyth; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr M Richardson; 
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:
Cllr G Dakin

209
Election of Chairman 

Cllr Thornhill (Vice Chairman) opened the Meeting at 7:16pm.  Further to the resignation of  Cllr Power on 26th September (Casual Vacancy advertised on 27th September) Cllr Thornhill called for nominations for a new Chairman. Cllr W Allen proposed Cllr Thornhill, however this was declined.  Cllr Blyth proposed that Cllr Thornhill continues to chair the Meeting and the Election of a new Chairman be taken forward to November’s meeting to give  Councillors more time to consider taking on the role, seconded by Cllr Hunter, all agreed. 
Cllr Thornhill proposed that the Council writes to Cllr Power to thank him for his year’s of service and valued contribution to the  Council, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. 

Cllr Thornhill drew Councillors attention to the adopted Code of Conduct, requesting that all Councillors remember to adhere to it.

210
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation (no decisions to be taken)

A minute’s silence was held in memory of HM Queen Elizabeth II.
Three members of the public attended the Meeting. One resident commented that he was pleased that the flag had been flown at half mast to mark the Queen’s death.  He informed the Councillors that he has sprayed the village hall car park against weeds and asked if it could be included in the grounds maintenance contractor’s schedule. The Clerk confirmed that is in the schedule already.  
Apologies were received from  Cllrs Thompson, Loweth and Taylor.
211 
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct (LGA 1972 s94)

No declarations were received.

212
Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 5th September 2022 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Richardson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

213
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

No matters were raised.

214 
Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions

Cllr Dakin reported that the car wash on the A41 is being looked into along with the car sales.  He does not believe that the cars are impinging upon visibility. He confirmed that no officers are working in Shirehall, they all work from home. Some Planning Officers work in Oswestry. Councillors discussed with Cllr Dakin difficulties in eliciting responses to emailed enquiries from Officers since lockdown.  

215 
Housekeeping 
a) 
Play area inspections
Cllr Dodd provided a report for Ash. The new playground equipment is in and has been gratefully received.  The final payment invoice has been requested. He confirmed that checks have been completed and that the payment can be approved. 




b) 
Land registrations 
The Clerk confirmed that she is still awaiting a response from the Solicitor. He is currently out of the office but she has sent chaser emails. 
c)
Defibrillators

The Clerk reported that she is still trying to set up a meeting with Shropshire Council officers to decide a location for a new defibrillator in Prees Heath.  She further confirmed that the Ash defibrillator has been booked in for a software update. Cllr Thompson was checking the Tilstock defibrillator but it is unknown if this too needs an update. Cllr Richardson to check.  

d)
Strategic objectives – questionnaire/leaflet 
Councillors conveyed thanks to Cllr Haynes’s wife for formatting the leaflet.  It was agreed that the A5 size would be best. Councillors discussed some minor changes to the wording and agreed a return date of 18th November. Cllr Blyth had obtained some delivery quotes however it was decided in light of the potentially large outlay involved that the questionnaire will be hand delivered by the Councillors around the parish and returned to specified points such as the village halls. The Clerk was asked to look into the possibility of an online survey.    Cllr Blyth reported that the cost for 500 A5 leaflets would be £110.  
e)
SmartWater rollout
Two new dates have been agreed with the Smartwater team, 22nd and 29th October at the village halls.  Local advertising will be undertaken for the events. 




f)
Policy reviews & re-adoption
Councillors agreed to review Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Code of Conduct, Risk assessment and the Business Continuity plan in November. 
g)
Casual vacancy
The vacancy has been advertised. Two applicants have come forward. Co-option will be included on the agenda for November’s Meeting. 

216 
Correspondence

To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; A41 Safety Campaign meeting: new date 17th October; Developer correspondence
Cllr Blyth indicated that she will attend the A41 safety campaign meetings. Clerk to forward details.

217 
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) 
Applications:
22/04346/FUL  (validated: 26/09/2022)
Address:  Rose Mount, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4AE
Proposal:  AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE BUILDING (INCLUSIVE OF ACCESS REALIGNMENT AND TRACK)
View online at:  https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DRIS219TDJ6R00&amp;data=05%7C01%7C%7C4d03caa9915642eb5ff308daa0b21e8a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637998984110815340%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=9HEdCjXBVckXvzx9VcXguL3Oyb1HyiWbU%2Fj0zpFKMEs%3D&amp;reserved=0
Councillors raised no objections on the basis that the scale of the development is appropriate for the size of the acreage. Cllr Dodd proposed supporting, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed.

22/03634/FUL  (validated: 07/09/2022)
Address:  Le Grand Nursing Home, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JL
Proposal:  Erection of four bungalows and creation of vehicular access (amendment to previously approved)
View online at:  https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DRGAJI4TD02B00&amp;data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb424286b0f59485828e908da90facfd5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637981704139600197%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=kbU4pRv38ojLAdNUCQe6oTJ3tDo424MXHkagkwlVygw%3D&amp;reserved=0
Concerns were raised over the number of dwellings proposed, turning space and parking for vehicles and the proposed access.  Whilst Councillors considered the addition of bungalows into the housing stock to be of benefit to the village, they agreed that over development, parking, turning and access were problems with the application.  An objection response was proposed by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. 
It was noted that previous signage applications are going forward to appeal. 
b) 
Decisions:
Reference:  22/01283/LBC  (validated: 15/03/2022)
Address:  Former Nursing Home, Ash, Shropshire, SY13 4DL
Proposal:  Change use of former care home to 1no dwelling
Decision:  Grant Permission

218 
Ward Matters (to inc Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention: to enable Councillors to report environmental health/highways concerns 
Concerns were raised over utility works signage being left in place for months after the completion of works. 
The pavement to the front of The Smithy in Ash is noted as still being incomplete. Cllr Dodd suggested that Severn Trent need to return to finish some work which is preventing the construction of the pavement. 
ii) Feedback from any matters raised with Shropshire Council - No updates available.
219
Finance:

a)
Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Councillors confirmed receipt of the reports and statements.  Cllr A Allen proposed approving the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 
b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
The Clerk gave an update on the bank account and need to transfer monies between accounts to replenish funds which was approved by the Council as proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr  Richardson, all agreed. 
c) 
Funding requests from Tilstock Bradbury Village Hall – no application to consider at this meeting.
d)
External Audit – update – The notice of conclusion of audit has been displayed. 
e)
Scottish Power billing update – The Clerk advised that she is still trying to obtain a correct final invoice from Scottish Power for the billing period to 01/05/22 which was the end of the contract. The revised bill is only £7.52 less than the original despite being for a shorter period by almost 2 months. 
	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/09/22
	Employee
	Salary
	£545.12
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	16/09/22
	PlusNet
	Ash Hall Broadband 
	£25.20
	DD failed
	LG Mis Prov Act 1976 s19

	22/09/22
	PKF Littlejohn
	External Audit fee 
	£240.00
	100537
	LGA 1972 s168

	03/10/22
	The Parish Room
	Annual grant
	£500
	100537
	LG Mis Prov Act 1976 s19

	03/10/22
	Tilstock Village Hall
	Annual grant
	£500
	100538
	LG Mis Prov Act 1976 s19

	03/10/22
	The Parish Room
	Jubilee Grant 
	£500 Replaces 100532
	100539


	LG Mis Prov Act 1976 s19


e)
Ash Village Hall playground project update

The equipment has been installed. Final invoice for payment by the Parish Council is awaited. 

f)
Neighbourhood Fund spend working group terms of reference
Draft document was circulated after the last meeting by the Clerk for review. To Take forward to November’s meeting. 
g)
Approval & payment of annual grants
Cllr Dodd declared an interest in this item. 

Councillors discussed advice received during the 2020-21 Internal Audit which advised that the Parish Council has no legal power of expenditure to provide financial assistance to the Church/PCC for the maintenance of an open cemetery.  Councillors concurred that no grant payments should be given as it would be acting ultra vires to do so and it would not be a legal use of public money, as discussed in 2021.  

Annual grants of £500 to each village hall were proposed by Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. 

The Clerk confirmed that she has paid the Plusnet broadband fee for Ash Village Hall as the direct debit was refused.  She has other expenses to reclaim in November. 

The Clerk presented a new bank mandate in order to update signatories following some resignations of Councillors. The form was duly completed by Councillors as proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. 

The Councillors discussed applying for online banking. The Clerk advised daily spend limits needed to be set up. She will attend the bank to ask for guidance as to whether these would affect payments made by cheque also.  Signatories for online banking process to also be checked. Daily and individual payment limits of £5000 to be approved if 2 signatories are required and if cheque payments are not affected as proposed by Cllr Blyth, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. 

No members  of the public remained. 


220 
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a) 
To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
No matters were raised. 
221 
Agenda items for the next Ordinary Meeting to be held on 7th November 2022 at Ash Village Hall: Election of a Chairman.  
There being no further matters for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:48pm.
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