WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th September 2021 at the Parish Room, Ash

Chairman:
Cllr R Thornill (Vice Chairman)

Councillors:
Cllr W Allen; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr R Butler; Cllr T Blyth; Cllr A Allen

Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce
87/21
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
Apologies were received from Cllr S Power, Cllr M Richardson, Cllr R Thompson and Cllr S Taylor which were duly accepted by the Council.  Unitary Cllr G Dakin also sent apologies.  

Five members of the public attended the Meeting.  The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 7:15pm.  

A resident asked if the Parish Council would be officially ‘adopting’ the pond in Ash Parva. A second resident asked if the Parish Council would be prepared to pay for some turf to be laid around the pond.  

A third resident stated that the possibility of some of the current playground area being re-allocated into an additional parking area was to be put out for public consultation and is the subject of much discussion. A fourth resident requested a safety mirror to be installed on the triangle in Ash Magna due to visibility issues mainly due to parked cars.

88/21
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct 
Declarations of interests were received from Cllrs Dodd, Hunter and Thornhill in relation to the Hall’s CCTV funding application due to being members of the Hall Committee.

89/21
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th July 2021(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Hunter proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

90/21
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
The Clerk confirmed that the outstanding issue of the VAS for Ash Parva has been raised again with WSP and Highways.

The proposal for a safety mirror to be located at the Horseshoe/Hollins Lane triangle in Tilstock will be forwarded to Highways for consideration (map position to be forwarded to the Clerk) and approval. 

91/21
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ & Clerk

The Clerk confirmed that she has booked 6 training sessions for the new accounts software package.


b)
Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin was not present.

92/21
Housekeeping
a)
Play area inspections – to receive the annual inspection report; to discuss remedial works

Cllr Butler confirmed that all remedial works highlighted in the Annual Inspection have been carried out. Soil erosion is causing an issue – she recommended chamfered wood be used instead of concrete as it will reduce the trip hazard risk and will wear softly.  The matting under the swings was recommended for removal.  The rubber guard on the zip wire should be removed so that the chain can be inspected.  Cllr Haynes proposed a quote is obtained for the wood, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. 

Cllr Dodd reported that Ash Hall Committee is considering new equipment.  Remedial work could be done at the same time.  This is being taken forward to the end of September for consideration.

b)
Strategic Objectives

The draft document was circulated to all Councillors. The objectives have been determined as the basis of the proposed survey.  Councillors expressed thanks to the Councillors who worked on the plan.  This will be taken forward to October’s meeting for adoption.  

c)
Loss of Clerk protocol – to consider draft document

To take forward to October’s meeting. 

e)
Purchase of PC laptop – to discuss
A method of payment was discussed for the Clerk to open an account.  As the cost is likely to run to hundreds of pounds for a laptop and software the Clerk expressed the view that no one Councillor or the Clerk should be expected to initially finance the purchase.  Action: Clerk to take forward. 

93/21
Correspondence
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; 
The Councillors discussed the request received for the Council’s top 3 policing concerns. The Clerk will respond: 1) response times, 2) lack of visible local presence and 3) lack of communication/feedback.

The Clerk reported that the directional arrow in Ash Magna is to be fixed.  The no entry line painting in Tilstock at the triangle needs repainting – Clerk to request.  
The uncertain future of North Salop Wheelers was discussed. Cllr Blyth will attend the Meeting to be held in Wem on 9th September. 
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee next year was discussed. The suggestion of a beacon was noted. 
The Clerk advised that the External Audit process has now been completed and requested that copies of the notice and External Auditor’s certificate be displayed on the notice boards. They are on the website. 

94/21
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a)
Applications: 

21/03770/FUL  (validated: 02/08/2021)
Address:  12 Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4AE
Proposal:  Erection of two storey extension and alterations to dwelling together with access and parking alterations
Councillors noted one online objection which was not made on material planning grounds. Cllr Dodd proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. 
 

21/03997/FUL 5 Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch SY13 4DF

Erection of extension to detached garage

Cllr Haynes proposed, seconded by Cllr Blyth, supporting the application, all agreed. 


21/03798/VRA106  (validated: 02/08/2021)
Address:  The Vicarage, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JL
Proposal:  Variation of Section 106 Legal Obligation pursuant to 16/04615/OUT (05.07.2017) to allow for an amendment to the mortgagee exclusion clause
Applicant: Hollins Homes
No comment.

21/03616/FUL  (validated: 22/07/2021)
Address:  Hollybush Cottage , Nantwich Road, Broughall, Whitchurch, SY13 4EE
Proposal:  Proposed alterations and extension to existing the cottage to provide  annexe accommodation ancillary to the main dwelling, and the erection of a detached double garage (resubmission)
Cllr Dodd proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr W Allen, with the removal of permitted development rights, all agreed. 
21/03398/VAR  (validated: 09/07/2021)
Address:  Alkington Grange Barns, Alkington Grange, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NH
Proposal:  Removal of Condition No. 14 (holiday occupancy restriction) attached to Planning Permission N/06/193/WL/9 (NS/06/00555/FUL) dated 20 April 2006
Withdrawn.
b)
Decisions:
21/02503/FUL  (validated: 28/06/2021)
Address:  Tensing, Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JU
Proposal:  Erection of 3No boarding pods for dogs including change of use
Decision:  Refuse

 21/02939/FUL  (validated: 11/06/2021)
Address:  Tilstock C Of E Primary School, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JL
Proposal:  Erection of detached building for 2no. classrooms, with associated toilets and cloakroom
Decision:  Grant Permission

17/01337/VAR  (validated: 24/03/2017)
Address:  Land At Ash Parva, Ash, Shropshire
Proposal:  Variation of Condition No. 2 (approved plans) and No. 5 (footpath) attached to planning Permission 14/03860/FUL dated 2 November 2015
Decision:  Grant Permission
21/02397/FUL  (validated: 11/05/2021)
Address:  2 Springhill, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NJ
Proposal:  Erection of single storey rear extension and two storey side extension to include demolition of existing rear extension
Decision:  Grant Permission

95/21
 Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting)
Matters to report for attention: to enable Councillors to report environmental health/highways concerns : Footpaths;

-
Request for safety mirror in Ash
Safety mirror requested noted and to be submitted to Highways for approval.  
-
Ash play area/car park – to consider suggestion to extend the car park into the play area – for 
discussion
Councillors were advised that a change of use would need to be applied for. To be taken forward by the Hall Committee as part of their residents’ survey.
-
North Salop Wheelers – update on future of community bus

Discussed previously. 
Councillors discussed the resurfacing programme of the A41 by Shropshire Council.  Fly tipping reports had been responded to quickly.  

96/21
Finance:
a)
Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Councillors confirmed receipt f the emailed spreadsheets and copies of bank statements and invoices requiring approval and payment.  It was agreed, proposed by Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr Blyth that the running balance held in the current account should be increased.  The Clerk reported that she has to date heard nothing in respect of the application for internet banking. She further reported that the rate of interest received is excessively low and recommended the TSB as an alternative option.  Cllr Blyth proposed moving the bank account, seconded by Cllr Hunter, all agreed. 

b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below) 

Cllr Haynes proposed all payments be approved, including the salary, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. 

c)
Parish Halls CCTV funding requests
Due to Cllr Thornhill’s declared interest in this item, Cllr Haynes took the Chair.  Cllrs Thornhill, Dodd and Hunter did not participate in the discussion. Councillors considered all of the quotes and agreed, as proposed by Cllr Butler to accept the quote from Holsons at £2349.40, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. 

Tilstock Hall is investigating wireless broadband provision.  The Hall Committee will put in an application once quotes have been obtained.  

d)
Grant funding requests

Councillors discussed recent works undertaken at the pond and queried whether public liability insurance was held by those carrying out the work.  Councillors welcomed the assistance from the local community in carrying out maintenance work on the pond but agreed that a proper relationship and line of communication must be in place.  Cllr Dodd proposed applying for possessory title of the land which is currently unregistered, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed.  The Clerk suggested that the legal fees would probably be in the region of £500 which Councillors were content with. Action: Clerk to appoint a Solicitor to commence registering the title.  The Councillors considered a quote for £90 for turf for the pond area. Cllr Blyth proposed purchasing the turf as requested, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. The Clerk was asked to write to the residents to request that they discuss any future pond maintenance needs with the Parish Council.  

e)
Notice board provision – to consider quotes for new boards for Tilstock
Cllr Blyth reported 3 suggestions. Highways will need to give approval for a larger free standing board for Prees Heath.  


f)
Quote to repaint flagpole
A quote was received for £300 to repaint the flagpole. Councillors agreed to carry out the works in house with materials reclaimed, proposed by Cllr Blyth, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. 

g)
Quote for additional street lights

Councillors considered the information received from Eon following the request submitted for quotes for 4 new street lights.  One pole and bracket light was proposed by Cllr Blyth for Tilstock, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. One new column light to be requested for Ash, proposed in principle on the estimate of £1000, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. The budget for this has been earmarked from reserves. 


h)
Signage - quotes

Councillors agreed to put on hold new anti dog fouling signage for Ash on the basis of new information.  
	Date


	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	31/07/21
	Employee
	Salary
	£446.37
	So
	LGA 1972 s112

	23/07/21
	The Parish Room
	Room hire
	£140.00
	100479
	LGA 1972 s111

	06/09/21
	ASJ Roofing
	Bus shelter repair
	£264.00
	100480
	LGA 1953 (MP) s4

	06/09/21
	PKF Littlejohn
	External Audit
	£360
	100481
	LGA 1972 s168

	06/09/21
	Employee
	Expenses
	£131.45
	100482
	LGA 1972 s111



97/21
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the 
grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a)
To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches.

No updates received.


b)
Banking matters – to discuss banking arrangements

Covered under previous item.

98/21
Agenda items for the October Meeting (4th) to be held in Tilstock
There being no further matters for discussion, Cllr Thornhill thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 9:53pm.
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