
WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr A Allen
Cllrs Present:	Cllr A Martin; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr R Thompson; Cllr M Haynes; 
Cllr K Howell; Cllr W Allen
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr G Ebbs

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th October 2026 
at Tilstock Village Hall
Ordinary Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council

1) Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements and public session 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7:15pm.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Richardson, Kettle and Kay.  There were no announcements. On member of the public attended the meeting, representing Ash Bowling Club.  The Police were in attendance.  Cllr Ebbs was accompanied by Unitary Cllr Sho Abdul. 
The Bowling Club representative gave an overview of the Club’s joining and association process.
The PCSO confirmed the Council’s quarterly priorities for the policing charter.  An additional 3 members of staff have joined the Whitchurch team in the last 3-4 months. He confirmed that a member of the team is looking into the motorcross activity.
Cllr Thompson asked if the team could monitor the increased amount of traffic using Hollins Lane which has no passes place and a national speed limit.  He reported that drivers don’t seem to adapt their speed to the road type ie narrow country lane with no expectation of meeting other vehicles.  Traffic seems to have increased since the new padel facility has opened.  
Unitary Cllr Ebbs reported that he is trying to set up a meeting with the Highways Dept for the Parish Council. He confirmed that the Council is looking into the ongoing motorcross activity. The £10k allocated to installing passing places which originated from the planning permission given to the anaerobic digester is being looked for by Shropshire Council as it is currently unaccounted for.  Cllr Ebbs gave an update on options being looked at for the Civic Centre.
Unitary Cllr Abdul gave an extensive report on finance and CiL. 
The public left the Meeting at 7:43pm.  

2)	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 

3)	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th September 2026 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
The Councillors confirmed that they had received  and read the draft Minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Howell proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by  Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  

4)	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

5)	Correspondence – to consider correspondence circulated via email to inc: SALC bulletins inc Nature Recovery programme/events; Police & Crime Commissioner newsletter; SaTH updates; NSAC meeting papers; 
The Chairman reported that she had participated in a zoom meeting with the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Shropshire regarding the King’s Award for Voluntary Service. 
6)	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
26/03620/AG1  (validated: 28/09/2026)
Address:  Bank Farm, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EN
Proposal:  Proposed general purpose agricultural building for the storage of straw and forage
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TLXM1YTDLI400
Noted.

26/01570/FUL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Erection of 3No. units for drive-through cafe and hot food
takeaways (Use Class E(b)/ Sui Generis), 8No. electric vehicle charging spaces and other associated car parking and landscaping.
LOCATION: Raven Cafe, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JT
We have received amendments for the proposal described above.
You can view the details and submit comments online in Public Access at
https://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/
The Councillors discussed the revised application and agreed that they could not see any material reasons to alter their objections to the proposals. The hours of intended operation were queried as this does not appear to have been confirmed and raised concerns again about traffic/highways access with an increased volume of traffic accessing/egressing the site. Cllr Thornhill proposed submitting an objection, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 

26/03259/FUL  (validated: 02/09/2026)
Address:  Edgeley Hall, Edgeley Bank, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4NN
Proposal:  Install 42No. solar panels on a ground mounted system.
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TKP615TDKXI00
Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Haynes, proposed supporting this application, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	Decisions - none
26/02567/FUL  (validated: 10/07/2026)
Address:  Oak Tree Barn, Old Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4AG
Proposal:  Single storey extension
Decision:  Grant Permission

c)	Planning Appeals: none at the time of agenda publication

7)	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliations for approval; budget report; reserves update; summary; payments/receipts reports 
The Councillors acknowledged receipt of the reports.  Cllr Thornhill proposed approving the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Howell proposed all payments for approval, including the salary payment, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved.

c)	To approve employee’s salary adjustment payment April-October 2026
At the Clerk’s request this item will be taken forward to November’s meeting.

d)	Funding request – Ash Village Hall – confirmation of acceptance of grant terms
The Councillors agreed to take this forward to November’s meeting. 



	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	16/09/26
	BT
	Broadband x 2 halls
	£94.67
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	30/08/26
	Employee
	Salary
	£691.51
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/10/26
	Employee
	Salary adj payment
	£tbc
	Online
	LGA 1972 s112

	28/09/26
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection Ash playground 
	£51.00
	Paid
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	28/09/26
	Ray Parry
	Inspection Tilstock playground 
	£51.00
	Paid
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	09/09/26
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	15/09/26
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	18/09/26
	SWARCO
	Replacement VAS unit
	£4368.00
	Online
	LGA 1972 s137

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	Name
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	16/09/26
	Bank 1
	Bank interest
	£43.06
	
	


8)	Housekeeping 
a) 	Tilstock School 
Cllr Thompson reported that he has had a further meeting with the School Head Teacher, Head of the Governors and the Head of the Estates Department.  It has been confirmed that community access to the field at weekends/out of hours/school holidays will not affect their insurance.  A community plan will be needed, along with CCTV coverage, signage and a Health and Safety assessment and policy.  They have proposed to undertake a three week trial in the Autumn where the field will be opened on Sundays between 10 and 4pm.  The School will take responsibility for unlocking-locking the gate.  A long term opening/closing system/method will be investigated.  

b)	Defibrillators – updates: pads/locks
The Clerk confirmed that MedUK will be undertaking free annual checks on all of the Parish Council’s defibrillators.  They have been asked to check the locking mechanism on the defib at Tilstock Village Hall.  

c)	Strategic Objectives Plan – feedback from the Working Group meeting
Cllr Howell confirmed that another Councillor will need to take over as Chairman of this group as this will be her last Parish Council meeting as a Councillor.  The other members are Cllrs Thompson, Haynes and Kettle. Cllr Howell recapped on the Council’s identified priorities.  

d)	Website – to enable feedback from Cllrs for new content	
This item is ongoing. To take forward. 

e)	Feedback from external meetings attended by Councillors
Cllr A Allen confirmed that she had attended the Chairs Network meeting and the Lord Liutenant’s King’s Award for Voluntary Service meeting.  Cllr A Allen has investigated whether the Town’s Twinning Association (Whitchurch is twinned with Neufchâtel-en-Bray, France) is eligible to be nominated. 




f)	Unitary Cllr’s report
Covered in the Public Session. 

g)	Village Halls – updates from Reps to inc: litter bins;
Cllr Thompson reported that the second litter bin has been removed from the inside of the playground in Tilstock and moved to the external fence.  It is hoped that this will be emptied at the same time.  It is believed that Shropshire Council empties this bin.

9) Ward Matters – matters to report
a) Street lighting – Clerk’s feedback
The Clerk reported that Eon is still contesting the reconnection charge for which Scottish Power wants to invoice the Parish Council in order to reconnect column 17 in Ash Magna.  

b) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
No matters were raised for attention.

c) Play areas: inspections: to receive monthly reports/action remedial work; New equipment purchases
Cllr Thompson reported that JHG will be attending to the outstanding remedial matters in Tilstock playground.  Ash playground also requires some remedial work. JHG to be contacted. 
The Councillors will consider new equipment suggestions for both playgrounds in November. 

d) Highways – to report concerns; proposed Officer mtg attendance
A meeting via Teams has been offered by the Highways Department. 

e) Provision of play areas in Tilstock
Covered under a previous item.  This provision will be met via access to the School field. 

f) Motorcross – to consider emailed complaints received from residents
Correspondence received via email has been noted.  The Councillors discussed the events and the secrecy which surrounds the advertising of event dates.  The Parish Council continues to liaise with the Police and Shropshire Council about events and to raise local concerns on behalf of residents.  All complaints are forwarded to Shropshire Council as the activity is outside the Parish Council’s remit.  It was noted that Helen Morgan has been copied into all correspondence, however, any involvement by the MP is unknown. The motorcross activity continues to cause nuisance locally in terms of noise, traffic, blocked access of the Shropshire Way and environmental and ecological damage. It has been noted that permitted land use has been exceeded.  

g) Parker Allen Way 
Cllr Allen to obtain meeting dates to discuss maintenance. 

h) Ash Parva Pond – Update on works undertaken
The Councillors noted recent work undertaken by the volunteer group and commented that the area is looking very good. 
The Clerk has been informed that a light by the pond needs to have ivy removed from it. Cllr Martin suggested that this could be cut off at ground level which will kill the plants.


i) Empty housing 
No update.

j) Farm traffic
The Clerk will re-forward an email regarding the farm traffic to Cllr Martin. 

10	Agenda items for the November (2nd) Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council to be held at Ash Village Hall
Items for inclusion: budgets, salary adjustment payment; Ash Hall grant request; Internal auditor quote

No members of the public were present at 8:53pm. 

11	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches

There being no further matters for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:54pm. 
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