



Chairman:		Cllr R Thornhill	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:		Cllr W Allen; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr R Thompson; Cllr C Kettle, Cllr A Martin
		Cllr A Allen; Cllr K Howell; Cllr M Richardson; Cllr W Kay
Clerk:			Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:		Cllr G Dakin

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd December 2024 at
Tilstock Village Hall 
506 [bookmark: _Hlk155263358]Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
Cllr Thornhill welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:15pm.  Cllr P Wynn attended the Meeting.  Four members of the public were present. Apologies were received from Cllr L Loweth.  
A member of the public spoke against a planning application for development in Tilstock submitted by Boningale Homes. 
A representative for the Solar Farm application attended to answer questions about the proposals. 

507	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 

508	Approval of the Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 4th November 2024 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the draft Minutes. Cllr Kettle proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

509	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised.

510	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin reported that Shropshire Council continues to work on its finance package. No funds have been received from Central Government as yet.  This is expected in December. The Council is moving premises to the Guildhall.  

511 	Correspondence: To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email inc: Email received regarding pond maintenance & offer of equipment donation; 
Cllr Haynes proposed nominating Cllr A Allen to attend the Lord Lieutenant’s Garden Party, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Policing Charter requires updating however it was decided that the top three priorities remain unchanged. Clerk to advise.
The Councillors discussed an email received giving advice on pond maintenance and offering some equipment.  The Councillors expressed the overall opinion that they would prefer to see the pond as a natural pond rather than an ornamental garden pond.  They declined the offer of the equipment.  Concerns were raised over the safety of the path around the back of the pond.  Cllr Kay proposed obtaining a quote to remove the path and reducing the angle of the slope, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed.  The Clerk was asked to obtain a quote for the work. 
The Councillors discussed the willow tree by the pond. The Clerk will forward TPO details for information. 


512	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations – update		
The Clerk advised that she has not received any further updates. 

b)	SmartWater rollout – update	
The Clerk will follow up on progress with the SmartWater Team. 

c)	Community engagement – feedback	
Cllr Kettle reported that the Facebook page is running well. 

d)	Defibrillators – Pads- update; Codes – to discuss	
New pads have been ordered and provided. Three more sets will be ordered as spares as proposed by Cllr Kay, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Councillors discussed the recent usage of the defibrillator in Tilstock. The Clerk stressed the importance of calling 999 immediately in the event of an incident. Cabinet codes should not be given out as per the advice of the WMAS, the insurance company and the decision taken by Whitchurch Rural Parish Council.
The Councillors agreed that some training sessions could be useful. The Clerk will arrange an initial session for Tilstock and a further one for Ash if uptake is sufficient, proposed by Cllr Kay, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 

513	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
a) Matters to report for attention / updates on reported matters/ Road closures
No matters were raised. 
The VAS unit in Ash Parva is not working and will be reported via FixMyStreet. 
It was noted that the footway between Ash Magna and Ash Parva has not been cleared. Cllr Dakin to chase. 

b) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
It was reported that a small area by the pond has not been mown. To identify this for the Clerk to take up.

c) Playgrounds:
- Playground inspection policy – update
To update once arrangements for interim checks have been decided upon. 

- Annual inspections – to enable Cllrs to discuss progress following site visits
Following the recent site visits, quotes have been requested from three companies for groundworks and replacement equipment

- Interim play area inspections – update and quotes for consideration
Further to the decision taken at the last meeting for inspection training for the Clerk and some Councillors, it has come to light that Shropshire Council undertakes regular checks for Town and Parish Councils. Having made enquiries, as the Councillors had expressed concerns about being responsible for the checks, the Clerk reported that they are unable to take on any new contracts.  The Clerk has located other companies offering the service which have been found and approached for quotes.  



- Quotes for consideration/approval for replacement equipment and maintenance
Further to the site visits, quotes are being obtained for some of new pieces of equipment such as a rocker and panel boards.  Quotes to replace the slide steps and handrail are also to be obtained and a further quote to replace the equipment in its entirety.  To take forward for consideration once all of the quotes have come in. So far only one has been received.

- Playground inspection maintenance and/or training
Covered above.  Cllr Haynes to obtain quotes to trim hedges/trees in Tilstock playground. 

- Accident claim – update
The Clerk reported that she had met with the Insurance Claim Assessor who has confirmed that the Company is not accepting any liability for the alleged accident and has informed the claimant’s Solicitor as such. 

d)	Highways – to report concerns
VAS in Tilstock is only working one way. This is a Shropshire Council unit and will need to be reported via FixMyStreet. 

e)	Street lighting – Eon checklist
The Clerk reported that she has chased for the list. A new lantern is required and is waiting for a quote. Action: to take forward. 
The light by the War Memorial in Ash has been reported for repair. 
Cllr Richardson queried if the lighting in Church Close in Tilstock is to be adopted by Shropshire Council. Action: The Clerk will make enquiries. 

f)	Footpaths/bridleways 
The footways in Ash need sweeping. To report on FixMyStreet. 

g)	Fingerpost refurbishment (re-painting) 
The re-painting of the post will be undertaken in the Spring. 

514 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications:
24/04176/FUL  (validated: 31/10/2024)
Address:  Land To The East Of Tilstock Road, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Residential development of 70 dwellings including access, open space, landscaping and associated works.
Applicant: Boningale Homes (Longhouse Office, 56 High Street, Albrighton, Wolverhampton , Shropshire, WV7 3JH)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SM6NZ7TDLD100 

The Councillors discussed the application and noted online objections to the scheme. It was agreed overall that the development would fall outside the boundary, is inappropriate in size and scale and would be out of character in the context of the setting.  There is no pedestrian access other than through a privately owned agricultural field. The Councillors queried whether the local infrastructure could cope with an additional 70 homes in the village as the School is full, there are perpetual drainage/sewerage issues in Tilstock and insufficient public transport to prevent car travel being necessary.  No biodiversity information has been included. The proposals are contrary to policy. Cllr A Allen proposed objecting to the application, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. 
24/04422/CPL DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: Lawful development certificate for change of use from dwelling to childrens home 
LOCATION: Agneash, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NS
(No comments are invited on this application)

24/04472/AGR DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED: A steel portal frame agricultural machinery and producebuilding.
LOCATION: Proposed Agricultural Building SE Of, Catteralls Lane,
Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire. 
No comment. 

b) Decisions:
24/03282/FUL  (validated: 30/08/2024)
Address:  Proposed Agricultural Building SE Of, Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of 2No. agricultural mixed-use sheds for livestock, machinery, feed and equipment storage and associated works (part retrospective)
Decision:  Grant Permission

515 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation for information/approval; Confirmation of receipt of updated accounts
Cllr A Allen proposed signing the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. The Councillors noted receipt of the updated spreadsheets and statements. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
All payments were proposed for approval by Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Budget 2025-26 for consideration/review 
The Councillors discussed the proposed budget. Cllr Kay proposed moving £19k into the playground refurbishment fund, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

d)	Gov.uk domain name and email addresses - update
The Clerk confirmed that she has submitted the application for a Gov.uk domain name and email addresses for Councillors. 

e)	Re-issue of TWM uncashed cheque 
To approve re-issue of uncashed cheque paid in July. This was approved under item b). The Clerk will cancel the original cheque online. 




	Date
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	06/10/24
	Bank
	Monthly bank charges
	£6.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/10/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£638.11
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/11/24
	Bank
	Monthly bank charges
	£6.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	02/12/24
	TWM
	Re issue of cheque  for invoice 0000000777 24/06/24
	£420.00
	100692
	LGA 1972 s111

	16/11/24
	BT
	Broadband provision to Halls
	£61.73
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	12/11/24
	Hugo Fox(GoCardless)
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	08/11/24
	Jones the Builder
	Removal of swing seats Tilstock 
	£35.00
	100694
	LG Misc Prov Act 1953 s4

	24/10/24
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£20.60
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	25/11/24
	Shropshire Council
	Energy
	£377.96
	DD
	PHA 1936 s234

	26/11/2024
	MedUK Ltd
	Defib pads
	£137.82
	To pay Online
	PHA 1936 s234

	02/12/24
	Employee
	Expenses
	£123.09
	100688
	LGA 1972 s111

	02/12/24
	The Parish Room
	Room Hire
	£100.00
	100689
	LGA 1972 s111

	26/11/24
	Eon
	Repair
	£131.30
	100690
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	26/11/24
	Eon
	Annual maintenance contract
	£270.84
	100691
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	26/11/24
	MedUK
	Defib pads
	£137.82
	100693
	PHA 1936 s234

	
	
	
	
	
	

	06/11/24
	Hibberts
	Legal Fees
	£1230.63
	Paid Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	
Date 
	
Name
	
Receipt
	
Amount
	
	

	16/11/24
	Bank 
	Interest
	£183.25
	
	



516 	Agenda items for the 6thJanuary 2025 Meeting (Tilstock)
NALC salary increase backdated to April 2024; Contract update to latest Nalc model; Precept request; Budget – final approval; Playgrounds; Solar panel planning application

517	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
Nothing to discuss. 

b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
Nothing to discuss. 
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:59pm. 
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