

WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held remotely via Zoom on 5th October 2020


Chairman:

Cllr A Allen
Councillors Present: 
Cllr P Blyth; Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler;  Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Taylor; Cllr W Allen
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:

Cllr G Dakin

63/20
 Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 

Presentation to be given by Shropshire Council’s Right Home Right Place Housing Needs Team
Cllr A Allen welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:03pm.  Apologies from Cllr Hunter were received. All Councillors were present.  Cllr G Dakin attended the Meeting. 

One member of the public attended the Meeting who gave an update on the work being undertaken by the Village Hall Committee in respect of the playground, car park and disabled toilets.  The playground is the priority project for which they have had plans drawn up.  The car park and toilet project are currently on hold.  Three quotes have been obtained for the car park in association with the White Lion car park.  A local survey of interest has been conducted.  Very little response was received in relation to resurfacing the car park.  Refurbishment of the playground equipment received most support.  The Committee intends to submit an application to the PC for Neighbourhood Fund money and to Sport England.  Applications have been paused during the COVID pandemic.  
Three members of the Right Home Right Place Housing Needs Team attended the Meeting and gave a presentation relating to a planned survey of the area (the Community Cluster area which includes Ightfield Parish).  Needs across the County are being assessed, looking for ‘hidden need’. Most of those people applying are those wanting to get on the property ladder and those who are downsizing.  The evidence gathered will support decisions for planning applications consulted upon for certain types of homes. The data will support the Local Plan.  The surveys will be started in November and the Team will liaise with the PC and locally for suggestions as to where this should be advertised.  The survey will run for between 4-6 weeks, with both paper and online versions available. It is hoped that the survey will be finished prior to Christmas.  The Team stressed keenness to reach the young people and will be undertaking 30 surveys over the next year. Councillors expressed concerns that the survey may cause some concerns about more development.  The Team responded that it should be stressed that this is an information gathering process only, it is not a consultation and is not connected with any potential development plans.  A 15-33% response return is considered to be good.  The results are calculated parish wide and not on individual areas although the results can be localised.    Councillors welcomed the survey and agreed that the results would enable more informed/educated responses to planning consultations.  The Members agreed to assist with publicising the survey and providing local contacts as reference points for the Team.   The Team was thanked for attending and for the presentation.
64/20
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct
No declarations or new requests for dispensations were received.

65/20
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th September 2020. 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Power proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Taylor, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 
66/20
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 
67/20
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ 


No meetings have been attended.

b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Dakin reported that all Shropshire Council meetings are being held via Zoom.  The work on the A525 is starting on 2nd November until 6th.  This will include the installation of the VAS.  Dodington Surgery is closing in October 2021.  The application for Whitchurch’s proposed medical centre has gone to judicial review.  The proposed 30mph speed limit and VAS for Ash Parva has now been outstanding for 3 years. The Clerk and Cllr Dakin are continuing to chase this.

68/20
Housekeeping
a)
Play area inspections – to receive reports 
Cllr Butler reported ongoing issue with the swing matting. The Clerk reported that the handyman has attended however, Cllr Butler is not convinced that the issues are resolved. To provide photos of the problems. Clerk to arrange for the handyman to attend again. 

(The meeting briefly paused at 7:37pm due to time constraints and to allow Councillors to log back in. The Meeting resumed at 7:40pm)
b)
Meetings –review of guidance re face to face meetings 
Councillors discussed NALC guidance and the need to meet in person. Councillors agreed to continue to meet via remote platform. It has been noted that the SY13 postcode is currently ‘high risk’ on the NHS tracking app and cases have been reported in Whitchurch. 


69/20
Correspondence

To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; National pavement parking consultation; Planning white paper; Draft leisure facilities consultation; Electoral registration annual canvass; HGL Group meeting date; 
Cllr Dakin informed the Meeting that the Planning White Paper was taken to the Cabinet at SC this morning. Cllr A Allen highlighted the lack of disabled parking spaces in Whitchurch Town Centre.

70/20
Planning

a)
Applications: 

20/03789/FUL  (validated: 22/09/2020)
Address:  Stables And Premises At, Church Farm, Church Lane, Ash Magna, Shropshire, SY13 4EA
Proposal:  Erection of equine workers dwelling and associated infrastructure
Councillors discussed the application. A query was raised over the need for the provision of 3 bedrooms for a grooms accommodation. That query notwithstanding, the Councillors agreed to support the application.  All agreed (with one objection) as proposed and seconded by Cllrs A Allen and W Allen. Resolved. 

20/03719/FUL  (validated: 16/09/2020)
Address:  Proposed Barn Conversion East Of Rose Mount, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Alterations in connection with conversion of a barn to residential dwelling and formation of visibility splay
Councillors discussed the application, expressing the view that the design lacked some aspiration and queried the access. Cllr Thornhill proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. Resolved. 

 20/03640/FUL  (validated: 11/09/2020)
Address:  Woodland To The North Of, Prees Heath, Shropshire
Proposal:  Creation of wildlife pond (re-submission)
Councillors agreed to support the scheme, proposed by Cllr Blyth, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)
Decisions: None received

c)
Planning enforcement issues: Clerk’s update
Two recent concerns raised have been forwarded to the Enforcement Team for investigation. 


71/20
Finance:
a) Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Councillors confirmed that they had received copies of bank statements and financial spreadsheets circulated by the Clerk prior to the Meeting. The spreadsheets were shared online. No questions/queries were raised. 

b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below) 

Cllr Power proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved. Cheques to be signed in accordance with the mandate.

c)
To agree date for consideration of applications from Parish bodies wishing to apply for Neighbourhood Fund money grants 

Councillors discussed when they thought it would be an appropriate time to consider Neighbourhood Fund applications in order to permit organisations time to prepare and obtain the necessary quotes.  Cllr A Allen proposed that they be heard at December’s meeting, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. Resolved. 

d)
Tilstock Car Park – Rate relief grant application – to enable Councillors to consider car park maintenance

The Clerk confirmed that a grant of £10,000 had been received. She queried whether Councillors would like to earmark this money for future maintenance as required for the car park.  Councillors decided that they would inspect the car park and discuss the matter in November.  Cllr Butler volunteered to take photographs. 

e)
Preliminary budget review 

The budget will be considered in November.  
	Date


	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of Expenditure

	30/09/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£418.94
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	27/09/20
	D Gresty
	Playground remdial work Tilstock
	£10.50
	100439
	LG Misc Prov Act 1976 s19 (1) & (2)

	05/10/20
	Employee
	Expenses
	£tbc
	100440
	LGA 1972 s111

	05/10/20
	Norton in Hales PC
	 Printer Ink re-imbursement
	£99.67
	100441
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date
	Payee
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	10/09/20
	Shropshire Council
	Car park rate relief grant
	£10,000
	
	


72/20
Ward Matters
a
Matters to report for attention: to enable Councillors to report environmental health/highways 
concerns
Cllr Power informed the Council that the Ash Road previously reported have still not been re-installed.  Clerk to report again. Sign for Brown Moss also requires re-installation. 

b
30mph and VAS for Ash Parva – to enable Councillors to discuss/query Shropshire Council’s 
failure to install speed limit and traffic calming measures
The Clerk highlighted that it has been 3 years since the Parish Council paid money to Shropshire Council towards the traffic calming scheme proposed for Ash Parva to incorporate the new houses. This has been chased repeatedly. Cllr Dakin has also chased Highways for progress. To take forward.

 c
A525 update
Work is due to commence shortly, no date given as yet.

d
Ash Parva willow tree – update
Cllr Dodd reported that this matter has now been dealt with.

e
Tilstock land registration query – Clerk’s update
The land in Tilstock does not appear to be registered following 3 searches undertaken by the Clerk. Access, despite the ACV listing, has been restricted by the School. Cllr Dakin will make enquiries as to why the gate has been locked.  The Clerk was asked to look further into registration and submit an application for a first registration if possible, proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr Butler. All agreed. 

73/20
Agenda items for November’s Meeting 

Budget
There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:42 pm.
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