
WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held at Ash Village Hall on Monday 2nd November 2015 



Chair:


Cllr S Martinson

Councillors Present: 
Cllr P Thompson; Cllr J Dodd, Cllr L Chesters; Cllr R Butler; Cllr A Allen; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr W Allen; Cllr C Chambers
Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1
Welcome & Public Session
The Chair welcomed everyone to the November Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council and opened proceedings at 7:15pm.   Five members of the public were present with three police officers.  Cllr G Dakin attended the Meeting.  Mr Parker enquired about the regularity of the grass cutting. Cllr Martinson confirmed that she has spoken to the maintenance company who assured her that the cut will be done shortly.  Higginson Charity reported 3 St John Talbot students are being sponsored for the D of E Award.   Christmas gifts are being decided for the needy over 65 locally.  Asked for names to be put forward.  Christmas turkeys are being provided to the Round Table.  Cllr Martinson reported that Whitchurch in Need operates a similar scheme.   
2 Present & Apologies and/or Absent
No apologies were received.
3 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests - None

4 Requests for Dispensations of DPIs – None received.

5 Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th October 2015. Cllrs confirmed that they had received the Minutes and had read them.  Cllr Dodd proposed the minutes to be a true and accurate copy, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed.  Duly signed by the Chair.

6 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda: Planning enforcement issue was raised at the Meeting.  Cllr Dodd reported that the matter has been reported and that feedback had been received from the enforcement officer.  No further action has been taken. 
7 Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Dakin commented that the last set of minutes were an excellent representation of the last meeting.  Meeting with Natural England about the problems on the heath with the ploughing up of land planting of trees on Prees Heath – Cllr Dakin meeting to discuss this matter tomorrow – requested that the Clerk writes Jackie Childs at NE to confirm that the problems at Prees Heath are being sorted – Clerk to also ask if would they like to attend the next meeting to give an explanation of what is going on.  All councillors agreed that this would be a good idea. Councillors queried why trees are being cut down on Brown Moss but planted on Prees Heath.                                             
 .../2
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8
Community Policing Update Cllr Martinson welcomed the Officers to the meeting.  PC Tim Lever moving to North Shrophire duties, new officer will be taking over.  He apologised for not having attended previously due to other commitments. PC Lever gave an overview of local crimes eg burglary in Tilstock of tools – possibly linked to other burglaries locally.  The Safer Roads Partnership have investigated speeds through Ash and Calverhall and they are over 35 so will be taken forward for enforcement measures.  This investigation has proven that actual speeding is taking place, rather than perceived speeding.  Special constabulary being liaised with to use speed guns to enforce speeding in these areas.  Cllr Martinson reported that the Parish Council is trying to get speed mitigations in place on A529 and through Tilstock.  Tilstock Road also covered in the programme with the Safer Roads Partnership.  PC Lever also confirmed that the education of people is also important.  Cllrs posed various questions to the officers concerning the speeding programme and other local issues such as traffic, weight of vehicles and use of mobile phone use by drivers.  Mud on roads should be reported to Highways.  Cllr Martinson thanked the officers for attending.  
9
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs  

i)
Playground – Goal posts have been painted.  Seats due for repainting were discussed. Chair deferred discussion until Finance section.  Cllrs discussed the state of Tilstock notice board.  
ii)
Street lighting – items to report:  Light reported 1 Brookside Cottage, Golf House Lane, Tilstock as a priority .  Ash light no 15 dayburning;  also light outside Old School opposite the Roundhouse no 9.  Name sign for Hollins Lane still over – Clerk has chased. Clerk to ask if Eon have numbered the lights and if so do they correspond with our numbers? If not request a plan.
10
Highways & Environmental Health
i)
Matters to report for attention/Update of works previously requested: pavement in Tilstock reported.  Works still outstanding. Cllr Chesters reported that the signs requested for Tilstock are still on order.  
ii)
VAS – update from Cllr Chesters: up and running well.  
iii)
Car park hedge – feedback from Meres and Mosses re request to cut: scheduled for November.  Cllr Chesters reported hedge at front needs cutting and will inspect.
iv)
SSIs/Brown Moss (ponies/goats): Cllr Martinson reminded Councillors that 2.5 years ago the fencing was put in and a new plan was created.  No cows were available.  Tree felling taking place  and selected pools will be dredged.  Grazing will be done by Shetland ponies and pygmy goats.  Dog walkers are asked to keep an eye on the livestock.  Luke Neal has offered to come and address the council.  Cllr Hunter updated that no animals are available as the Shetland ponies were due to be rescue ponies and there are none available.  No goats are available either.  Cllr Hunter queried schedule of works and lack of vision in determining their plan.  £50-60k was spent on fencing which was installed needlessly.  Viability of having stock should have been more carefully thought out in the first place.  Cllr Dakin suggested that the team should come and defend themselves over what their plans are.  The team attended a coffee morning but the information seems to have now changed again.  Friends of Brown Moss committee now defunct due to frustration with the lack of decisive planning and scheme for the area.  Need to hear their management strategy for the moss for the next 5 years.  Cllr Chambers proposed the Council asks them to come and justify their management and want clearer strategy. Seconded by Cllr Thompson.  Cllr Dakin suggested they should report back every 6 months.  All agreed.  
11
Housekeeping

a) Reports from representatives on external bodies to include:
b)  i) LJC: met in October: representatives from the Fire Service, Police and Neighbourhood Watch attended.  Tilstock School Head Teacher asked for help from neighbours in relation to issues they are experiencing with their playing fields.  Railway rep mentioned multi storey car park for station – difficulties with non station traffic using car park.  Plans for a lift for disabled access at the station to access platform 2. Housing developments may provide money to make improvements.   ../2
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11 Housekeeping cont

ii) NSAC; no meeting

iii) Village Hall Committees: new floor in Ash Hall; 

Tilstock Hall: Agreed that they have no objection to a defibrillator outside hall: vandalism may be an issue; should not be sited where it could be a foothold to access guttering etc; in a more central visible place: Cllr Chambers reported school could be an alternative location; Councillors discussed this alternative location: all agreed in principle.  Clerk to write to Hall to express thanks and now looking at school as most suitable.  Cllr W Allen joined meeting at 20:19.
iv) Charities; report from Mr Parker received in public session.

 v) Emergency planning: Nothing to report. Defibrillator first step to concentrate on.   Clerk confirmed purchase will be s137 purchase.
vi) Tilstock School: difficulties with the school field raised at the LJC meeting. Cllr Chambers is Chair of Governors at the school. Cllr Martinson raised potential conflict of interest.  Land owned by the School, valuable asset for the village.  Unsafe for School in its current format. Cllr Dakin Suggested s106 agreement to secure this area which should be fenced off and made safe.  Russell House development site now on open market.  Cllr Chambers reported that boundaries now established.  Revenue and maintenance money needed.  School raising money.  Know what the costs will be.  Funds should be raised to purchase the materials and working parties established.  Another Ofsted inspection could be due shortly.  Safeguarding children a priority. Need assistance to maintain the grounds.  Suggestion to be designated as a village green. Want the pc to become a partner in the village green partnership.  Investigating registering the land as a community asset.  Cllr Chambers queried the social housing allocation in the village.  
c) Place Plans – review to update – items for consideration for inclusion: 
Want to add need to install ditches along ash road to alleviate the parish.  Cllr Martinson requested feedback from Tilstock Councillors.  Cllr Chambers suggested that a weight restriction through the village would divert traffic and stop the drains collapsing.  Wants Gateway scheme at entrances to the villages to bring attention to drivers that they are entering a residential area. He recommended various road mitigations such as road narrowing lines.  Cllr Chesters brought forward the raised crossing by the school suggestion which with the speed sign should slow traffic.  Councillors agreed the B5476 would not be suitable for a weight restriction.  Lorries use this route to avoid VOSA when at Prees Heath.  Cllr Chambers proposed, Cllr Thompson seconded the proposal for implementation of a Gateway Scheme for Tilstock, all agreed - to add it to the Place Plan. All agreed.  Suggested footpath route from the village to Whitchurch on the inside of hedges with landowner permissions for Tilstock.  Clerk to add and submit additions.
12 
Finance:
i)
Cash book/Bank Reconciliation for information & Invoices for payment: circulated for information.  Clerk’s salary proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr Hunter; other invoices proposed and seconded by Cllr Thompson, seconded by Cllr W Allen. 

HSBC has sent notification that the Council’s account will be moved to Oswestry branch due to the closure of the Whitchurch branch.  Clerk to request branch be changed to Newport not Oswestry; 
ii) 
Notification of completion of external audit process: Bill presented for payment.

iii)
Review of current budget/spend with view to preparation of budget for 2016/17: chair confirmed spend to date on 46.8% of grounds maintenance budget.  Surplus will be left over which could be diverted elsewhere.  Spend to date well within budget.                       ../4
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12 
Finance: cont
 

	Invoices for payment: 
	

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:
	Power of Expenditure

	30/10/15
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	12/10/15
	D Gresty
	Playground remedials
	£47.00
	100244
	LGA 1972 s111

	20/10/15
	SALC
	Training
	£20.00
	100245
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/10/15
	Mazars
	External Audit
	£150.00
	100246
	LGA 1972 s168

	08/10/15
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£374.09
	100247
	Parish Councils Act 1957s3

	30/09/15
	K&S Plantscapes
	Grounds maintenance
	£170.00
	PAID 100243
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9&10


13
 Planning:

i) Applications: 
15/04308/FUL: Newlyn, Steel Heath, Whitchurch: Erection of single storey side extension following demolition of existing garage: No objections raised, all agreed to support.
15/03922/FUL: 13 Hawkstone View, Tilstock: Erection of two storey rear extension and detached double garage: No comments made, all agreed to support.  
 ii)
Decisions: 

15/03344/FUL Prees Heath Motor Auction, Prees Heath, Whitchurch
 Erection of a building for the use of valeting/cleaning vehicles in preparation for auction
 Decision: Grant Permission

15/03275/FUL The Green, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch
Erection of 40 x 20 metre sand/mixture schooling arena to include change of use of land
 Decision: Grant Permission

15/03605/FUL The Green, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch Erection of 3-bay stable building
Decision: Grant Permission

iii) 
Reconsultation: 

15/03240/FUL Conversion of existing barn to form holiday let and erection of a 3 bay oak framed garage with storage above following demolition of existing : Fields Farm, Heath Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2AB: amendments made in accordance with Fire Service recommendations.
14
Correspondence
i) SALC Information Bulletins/Legal Topic Notes etc: distributed by email: 
15
Other Parish Council Matters/ Items for inclusion in next Agenda

An opportunity for Councillors to bring local items of interest or concern to the Council for future discussion/consideration: Cllr Martinson requested that Councillors review the Parish Plan in order to establish what has been achieved and what is still outstanding. Parish Plan to be included on the next agenda.  Clerk forwarded road closure information to Tilstock Councillors for display. Clerk to forward to Cllr Dakin for information.  
There being no other business the Chair closed the meeting at 9:03pm thanking those present for attending.



Date of next meeting: Monday, 7th December 2015


