
WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th June 2021 at the Parish Rooms, Ash

Chairman:
Cllr S Power

Councillors:
Cllr P Blyth; Cllr A Allen; Cllr R Butler; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Taylor; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr W Allen; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr R Thompson; Cllr M Richardson

Clerk:
Mrs M Joyce

66/21
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & public participation (no decisions to be taken)
Cllr Haynes sent his apologies which were duly accepted by the Council.  One member of the public attended the meeting to raise the condition of the B5476 with the Members and to advise them that she has written to Shropshire Council to ask to have it repaired.  There is a sign down by the triangle, the footway between the School and the Church is still in need of repair.  It was reported that the car park requires attention and weed spraying is required in the village.  
62/21
Co-option of Councillors – Declaration of acceptance of office forms to be signed (LGA 1972 s83)

Councillors welcomed the two applicants whose applications had been brought forward from the May meeting.  Cllr Butler proposed the co-option of both applicants, Dr Richard Thompson and Mr Mark Richardson to represent the Tilstock Ward, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. The Councillors signed the acceptance of office forms as required. 

63/21
To received Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests for Dispensation requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct (LGA 1972 s94)

Cllrs A Allen, T Hunter, R Thornhill, S Taylor and Dodd declared an interest in the funding application received from the White Lion pub which is due to be considered at this Meeting. Cllr Dodd also declared an interest in the request for the Confirmation of a strong local connection, also due to be considered at this Meeting. 

64/21
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish /council Meeting held on 17th May 2021 (LGA 1972 12p41(1))
Cllr Hunter asked to record the thanks conveyed to Cllr A Allen for her term of office as Chairman.  Cllr A Allen thanked the Clerk for the card of thank, sent on behalf of the Council. Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Cllr Dodd proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  
55/21
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised.

66/21
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ and Clerk
The Clerk reported that she is still waiting for confirmation from the restoration company that the instruction to carry out the repairs has been received. She is chasing a response. 
The quote for the 4 new street lights is still outstanding from Eon.  This is also being chased.

b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Dakin sent his apologies.

67/21
Housekeeping
a)
Play area inspections – to receive reports
The Clerk reported that the official annual inspection are due this month.  

Cllr Buter reported that the rubber matting had lifted under the swings – this has now been replaced. The zip wire matting has also lifted.  This too has been repaired.  Councillors expressed concern that the School playing field has been closed to the public despite the ACV listing on it. Action: Clerk to take forward. 
Cllr Dodd reported that there has been a spate of incidents with broken bottles in the playground.  The Grounds Maintenance contractor will be asked to check for bottles prior to mowing.  Regular checks will be continued.  The Police will be informed of the issue and will be asked to include the area in local checks.
b
Strategic Objectives – to enable Cllrs to discuss formulating an objectives plan
A draft document, compiled by Cllrs Power, Blyth and Hunter has been circulated amongst Councillors via email.  Some feedback has been received from Councillors and the Clerk.  Clerk to circulate to the new Councillors.  More comments were requested from Councillors prior to the July Meeting.  

c)
Meeting venues
The Clerk asked if Councillors would like to review its meeting venues. Councillors discussed access to Tilstock Hall.  Cllr Thompson confirmed that both he and Cllr Richardson are key holders so access to the Hall going forward will be a simpler process.  Cllr A Allen proposed splitting the meetings between the two wards going forward on a 6 monthly rotation basis, seconde by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved. The Clerk will book the Halls accordingly. 
d)
Loss of Clerk protocol

To consider emergency mitigation measures/protocol

The Clerk and Cllr Haynes will take this matter forward.

e)
To discuss/consider purchasing a dedicated PC laptop
Cllr A Allen proposed purchasing a laptop, with anti-virus software, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved. Clerk to look into.

f)
The Clerk asked if Councillors would like to purchase more lamp post poppies to replace some which have gone missing or have been damaged. Cllr Hunter proposed purchasing an additional 10 poppies, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. Resolved. Clerk to order 10 to provide x2 for the Prees Heath area.  
68/21
Correspondence
To acknowledge correspondence received and circulated via email to include SALC bulletins
No matters were raised for discussion.


69/21
Planning (Town & Country Planning Act 1990 sched 1 para 8: The Parish Council is consulted by the determing planning authority, Shropshire Council for comments on applications. ALL decisions are made by Shropshire Council)
a)
Applications

21/02397/FUL 2 Springhill, Alkington – new application noted for July’s meeting
b)
Decisions: 
21/00839/FUL  (validated: 05/03/2021)
Address:  White Lion Inn, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DR
Proposal:  Application under Section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the erection of a building to provide a multi-functional space in association with the White Lion Public House and community use to include change of use (retrospective)






Decision:  Grant Permission
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QOOSZSTDKTH00
21/01611/VAR  (validated: 30/03/2021)
Address:  The Bungalow , Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, SY13 3JR
Proposal:  Variation of Condition No.2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 19/00744/FUL dated 27/06/2019
Decision:  Grant Permission
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QQQSV2TDLWH00
21/01524/FUL  (validated: 25/03/2021)
Address:  Russell House, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JW
Proposal:  Erection of single storey side extension


Decision:  Grant Permission
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QQHMAKTDLRV00

Reference:  21/01570/FUL  (validated: 29/03/2021)
Address:  Mulberry Lodge , Steel Heath, Prees Heath, SY13 3LA
Proposal:  Erection of double carport and secure store with domestic annex above following demolition of existing outbuildings






Decision:  Grant Permission
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QQLBP4TDLU400
c)
Request for confirmation of a strong local connection in relation to an application for the Build Your Own Affordable Home Scheme
Cllr Dodd withdrew from the Meeting for this discussion
The Parish Council has received a request from an applicant to confirm his strong local connection to the Parish to support his application to Shropshire Council for the above Scheme.   Councillors considered the criteria set out by the Rural Housing Team at Shropshire Council and agreed to support the request agreeing that the applicant meets the criteria laid out by Shropshire Council, proposed by Cllr W Allen, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved. Clerk to respond to Shropshire Council.. 
Cllr Dodd returned to the Meeting. 
70/21
Ward matters 
Matters to report for attention: to enable Cllrs to report environmental health/highways concerns to inc footpath matters
Footway Church-School Tilstock – concerns raised again over the surface condition. The Clerk confirmed that this had been previously reported to Shropshire Council which had indicated that it had been inspected. To report again.
Strip of land outside The Old Smithy, Ash. It was confirmed that the resident is responsible for the strip of land and that it is in hand.  

A malfunctioning street light was reported in  Tisltock by the Old Village Hall. Clerk to report for attention.

Councillors queried whether the verge between Ash and Whitchurch has been sprayed off.  
Dumped builders’ rubble was reported in the verge by the bus stop in Prees Heath.  

Cllr Power to arrange for a builder to quote to repair for the bus shelter in Tilstock by Hawkstone View. Councillors discussed the need for additional VAS provision in Tilstock. Clerk to ask Highways to survey specific sites as proposed by Councillors.  The one way system in Tilstock continues to present a problem with drivers going the wrong way. To ask for the road markings to be re-painted and for additional signage as previously requested.  The gate community previously considered was agreed to be re-costed.  

	Date


	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/05/21
	Employee
	Salary
	£418.94
	So
	LGA 1972 s112

	20/05/21
	Pmb landscapes
	Tilstock Village Hall patio
	£3,984.00 (NF spend)
	100457
	Community Infrastructure Levy (Amendment England No 2 Regulations 2019



	May 2021
	SDH Accts
	Internal Audit
	£175
	100458
	LGA 1972 s94

	
	
	
	
	
	


71/21
Finance
a)
Bank reconciliation for information/rewiew

Councillors confirmed receipt of the latest bank reconciliation spreadsheet and bank statements emailed by the Clerk. Cllr Power confirmed that the spreadsheet reconciles with the statements, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved. 


b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication

Councillors acknowledged invoices due for payment, an invoice for the replacement patio for Tilstock Village Hall at £3984.00 which will come out of Neighbourhood Fund money held by the Parish Council, and £175 for the internal audit.   Cllr Power proposed approval of all payments due to include the salary and HMRC PAYE, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)
Annual grants
Councillors considered annual grants in relation to comments received in the Internal Auditor’s report and the NALC Financial Assistance to the Church legal topic note circulated by the Clerk.  Councillors agreed to continue to pay the annual grant of £500 to the PCC towards cemetery maintenance proposed by Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr A Allen with warning to be given that the PC may not be able to continue with the grant in the future.  The annual grant of £500 to each of the Halls and an increased grant to 500 to North Salop Wheelers was proposed and seconded by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. Resolved. To be included for payment on the July agenda.
d)
To acknowledge receipt of the Internal Auditor’s report and any findings (LGA1972 s94)
Councillors noted the high standard of administration noted in the audit report which had been approved. Cllr A Allen proposed accepting the report and findings, seconded by Cllr Taylor, all agreed. Resolved.
e)
To approve the year end accounts for 2020-21
Cllr Power proposed approving the year end accounts for the year ending 31st March 2021, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. Resolved. 
f)
Completion and approval of the Annual Governance Statement
The Clerk asked Councillors to consider the statements 1-9 in the Statement. Councillors agreed that they could all be answered positively as proposed by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Annual Governance Statement.
g)
Completion and approval of the Annual Accounting Statement for 2020-21

Cllr Dodd proposed the approval of the Annual Accounting Statement, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. Resolved. The Clerk and the Chairman duly signed the Statement. 

h)
To approve the submission of the AGAR for 2020-21m to the External Auditor
Cllr Power proposed the Clerk submits the return seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. Resolved.

i)
To confirm the dates for the period of the exercise of public rights
The Clerk will forward the form for display on all notice boards along with copies of the AGAR. To be displayed on the website also. The dates will include the statutory fortnight in July as required. 


j)
Funding request from the White Lion Public House
Cllrs Dodd, Thornhill, Taylor, A Allen and Hunter withdrew from this discussion.
The Chairman confirmed that 2 funding requests have been received, each for £2500. New Councillors were advised that the Pub had received a grant during 2020-21 towards the creation of the Lion’s Dens.  

The first application for funding was made retrospectively for the purchase of a coffee machine and tables and chairs for the new room created to replace the old stable building.  Councillors expressed some concern about supporting a business financially, albeit a ‘community’ pub.  Councillors considered the application in line with criteria for both Neighbourhood Fund spend and LGA 1972 S137 spend. Councillors agreed that the application did not meet the criteria for Neighbourhood Fund or S137 spend. Clerk to inform the White Lion Pub.
The second application received was for a potential ‘Ash Tots and Tea’ group to be held at the White Lion pub.  The application requested funding to purchase equipment, to support bringing in external tutors for breastfeeding tuition/baby massage sessions, consumables such as cleaning equipment and advertising costs.  Councillors considered the application in line with S137 payments which must be of commensurate value to some or all of the community  (ie a significant percentage of the whole parish) and agreed that the request was disproportionate for the amount/value to the parish as a whole.  Councillors did not feel that many of the items included in the list were appropriate for grant funding (consumables, advertising costs) and agreed that overall the application did not meet the criteria.  Proposed by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Power. Resolved.
k)
Grant funding requests
The Clerk asked the Hall reps to remind the Committees that the application form is available online.

l)
Notice board provision

Cllr Blyth requested that a new notice board be considered for Prees Heath. The Clerk will forward details of companies, used previously, for quotes. 

72/21
Roadworks
Road Closure:  Tilstock Lane, Tilstock Start Date: 26th July 2021 End Date: 29th July 2021
Purpose: Road Closure for drainage investigation and repair Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council
Works Promoter Ref: UJ211HW-1715837 Enforcement pattern for Tilstock Lane, Tilstock:09:30 - 16:00
You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=122218359


73/21
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a)
To enable Councillors to receive an updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters raised previously.  

The Clerk confirmed that she has requested further information from the Planning Team in relation to an enforcement matter. A response has yet to be received. 

b)
To consider recommendations highlighted in the Internal Audit report relating to staff salary levels
Councillors noted comments relating to salaries which had not been reviewed/adjusted in the last year in line with NALC pay scales. The Auditor reported that back pay is due.  Cllrs Power and Blyth to review and report in July
74/21
Agenda items for the July Meeting (5th July)
As noted in the Minutes: annual grants; staff salary
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending, welcomed the new Councillors to Whitchurch Rural Parish Council, and declared the Meeting closed at 9:05pm. 
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