

Chairman:		Cllr K Howell	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:		Cllr C Kettle; Cllr A Martin; Cllr W Kay; Cllr W Allen; Cllr R Thompson; 
Cllr M Richardson
Clerk:			Mrs M Joyce
							
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1st September 2025 at
Tilstock Village Hall 

Ordinary Meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council

606	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements and public session 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7: 15pm. Apologies were received from Cllrs Thornhill, A Allen, M Haynes and Unitary Cllr G Ebbs. No absences were recorded.  
members of the public attended the Meeting.  Mr Scott Drummond from TV Homes attended the Meeting regarding the proposed development at the former Cherry Tree Hotel, providing the Councillors with proposed layout plans.  The Councillors raised street lighting provision, road adoption, A41 access and speed concerns and electricity capacity.   
A resident, who was attending on behalf of another resident, queried responsibility for the recent survey circulated around Ash regarding the pond. 

607	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 

608	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th July 2025
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) 
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last meeting.  Cllr Martin proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

609	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

610	Unitary Councillor’s report 
Cllr Ebbs sent his apologies for this meeting. 

611	Correspondence – to consider correspondence circulated via email to inc: SALC bulletins; On the Beat; SaTH updates; NSAC minutes; 
Shropshire Council’s Memorandum Of Working: Cllr Howell flagged this for review in October. 
Cllr Howell raised the PCC’s survey which she suggested would be difficult to complete in the absence of relevant information.  To respond via SALC.
Nature Recovery programme: The Councillors were asked by the Chairman to review this document for discussion in October.

612	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
25/02495/FUL  (validated: 07/07/2025)
Address:  McFour Ltd, The Yard, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JX
Proposal:  Change of Use of Agricultural Land to Builders Yard (Sui Generis) to allow an established business to expand on its current site (part retrospective)
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DSYVZEJTDJ3900&data=05%7C02%7C%7C9f2c5089411040f7139908ddc3047c18%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638881146201188060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NqsvUbLbHFTZ%2Bnueode%2Fu%2BBenE7jiXYJ6eaT1MkGe3Y%3D&reserved=0
The Councillors confirmed that they had no objections.  Cllr Martin proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed.  Resolved. 
25/02624/FUL  (validated: 16/07/2025)
Address:  2 Ash Grange Cottages , Ash Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DQ
Proposal:  Erection of a single storey rear extension, a two storey side extension and all associated works
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DSZGCWHTDJC900&data=05%7C02%7C%7C03f3877498574326705808ddc94dd1c7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638888058251196521%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nTee6FFxPOKvBmFG3zzK1oy%2FMWvNXVvIY9ATknQOoH0%3D&reserved=0
The Councillors confirmed that they had no objections.  Cllr W Allen proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed.  Resolved. 
25/02436/CPE  (validated: 02/07/2025)
Address:  Duchy Cottage, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4ER
Proposal:  Certificate of Lawfulness for existing use as a independent dwelling
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DSYQFIJTDJ0A00&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cb5a3dff7d0bc4031dc6808ddba5fa8e8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638871642200191191%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=efL7rUFCR%2FqFZb%2FIAFzI2MaYqgv62w%2BL47XGCaERB6I%3D&reserved=0
This application has been determined, granted permission. 

25/02759/FUL  (validated: 28/07/2025)
Address:  Villa Farm, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4AE
Proposal:  Erection of a single storey extension, alterations to existing kitchen roof and elevation changes to rear
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DSZYVKGTDJKO00&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cc67986800f854f944ef008ddd129810e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638896698369379667%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DsfWGDquFIi1kLhRewvbYuhPmlgjToA14veWkj%2FaDDY%3D&reserved=0
The Councillors confirmed that they had no objections.  Cllr Martin proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed.  Resolved. 
b)	Decisions:
25/01379/FUL  (validated: 09/05/2025)
Address:  Land North 13 Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DR
Proposal:  Demolition of an existing garage and creation of new two-storey dwelling with associatead amenity space and parking
Decision:  Refuse
25/02131/REM  (validated: 26/06/2025)
Address:  Navarac, Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JU
Proposal:  Approval of Reserved Matters pursuant to outline application 23/03374/OUT for the erection of a single storey residential dwelling to include access
Decision:  Grant Permission
25/02002/FUL  (validated: 30/05/2025)
Address:  Bank Farm, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EN
Proposal:  Timber Orangery
Decision:  Grant Permission
25/01752/FUL  (validated: 12/05/2025)
Address:  Land At Tilstock Park, Tilstock, Shropshire, SY13 3NH
Proposal:  Construction of earth bank slurry lagoon
Decision:  Grant Permission
25/02436/CPE  (validated: 02/07/2025)
Address:  Duchy Cottage, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4ER
Proposal:  Certificate of Lawfulness for existing use as a independent dwelling
Decision:  Certificate - Lawful

b) Inquiry:
Land To The East Of Tilstock Road, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire. Residential development of 70 dwellings including access, open space, landscaping and associated works. APP/L3245/W/25/3362414 A Smith BA (Hons) MA MRTPI 25/03362/NONDET 19th May 2025
This is to be held on 21st October at the Guildhall.  Cllr Thompson will represent the Parish Council. 

613	Housekeeping 
a) 	Strategic Objectives Plan – to enable Cllrs to discuss
To review in October.

b)	Annual review of assets – Reports from reviews undertaken
Following the purchase of some replacement playground equipment, the Clerk will update the asset register accordingly.  

c) Defib training courses – confirmation of dates
The Clerk was asked to book 2 sessions: 26th November for Ash, 3rd December for Tilstock. Both to be held in the Village Halls. 

614	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention
No matters were reported. 

ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
A replacement free car parking sign is required for the Tilstock car park. Action: Clerk to order.
Footways from Ash Parva to Magna and from Whitchurch To Ash need clearing back further to permit free passage for pushchairs etc.  Action: To investigate whether the Community Pay Back team could be engaged to do this.

iii) Play area inspections: to receive monthly reports; Annual inspection reports
Ash Village Hall Committee thanked the Parish Council for replacing the zip wire and cradle swing seat.  The Committee has asked for rubber matting to be laid to create a path from the main access gate to the playground entrance. They will be asked to complete a grant funding application form. To take forward to October’s meeting. 
The latest inspection report was noted. The Tilstock playground gate mechanism is not working – the gate is not closely properly. Action: Clerk to ask Ray Parry Playgrounds to inspect as they recently changed the mechanism. 

iv) Grounds maintenance update
The contractor will finish grounds maintenance works over the next 2 weeks.

v) Installation of replacement playground equipment – update
Covered.

vi) Ash Parva Pond –Feedback from resident consultation; To consider pond maintenance schedule; Proposal to consider a draft Pond Maintenance Policy and risk assessments; 
The Chairman gave a summer recess update regarding progress with drafting the risk assessment and volunteer policy. The Biodiversity Policy has been updated. The Council adopted a Health and Safety policy in 2018.  The Clekr check PLI with the insurance company which confirmed cover would be in place providing that a risk assessment has been undertaken to safeguard volunteers.  
She advised the Council that water checks will need to be carried out every 3-5 years.  
The Councillors were thanked for producing and circulating the recent survey.  The majority of responders want the pond kept as it is currently.  Cllr Martin proposed continuing to maintain the pond with the volunteers with the necessary checks and policies in place, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 
A budget for maintenance will need to be included in the autumn budget preparations. A first aid box and accident book will need to be purchased and provided to the volunteer group.  
Cllr W Allen proposed adopting the Volunteer Policy, Risk Assessment, Biodiversity Policy and to re-adopt the Health and Safety policy, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

vii) Tilstock VAS –  quotes to replace
The Clerk is waiting for quotes to replace the unit. To take forward. 

615 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation/ figures & asset register for information/approval
Cllr Richards proposed the approval of the bank reconciliations for July and August figures, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Kay proposed approval for all payments due, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	External Audit – update
The Clerk reported that the External Audit has been concluded with no matters raised. Notices have been published. 

d) Broadband – renewal confirmation 
The Clerk confirmed that the wifi contract has been renewed as agreed. 

e) Bank account application update
Business financial 3 year plan
Cllr Kettle proposed accepting the three year business plan, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 

f) Eon annual maintenance contract 
The maintenance contract quote has been provided at a cost of £969.83 for a three year contract. 
A further quote for: Pole Lights 7 & 9 Ash Magna & Pole Light 17 Tilstock Road – Replace existing lanterns with new 24w Led Lantern 2. Col 18 & 19 Tilstock Village – To remove existing concrete column – Install 2 x new 5m galvanised steel post top columns – reuse lanterns 3. Col 26 Tilstock Close to Tilstock Lane F/Path - To remove existing concrete column – Install 1 x 5m Mid Hinged galvanised steel post top column – reuse lantern 4. Scottish Power to provide disconnections and reconnections to Cols 18 & 19 Tilstock Village and Col 26 Tilstock Close to Tilstock Lane F/Path
will be £12533.44 inc VAT.  Cllr Kay, seconded by Cllr Howell proposed accepting the quotes. All agreed. Resolved. 


	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/07/25
	BT
	Broadband
	£67.12
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	24/07/25
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£208.35
	DD
	

	06/08/25
	Bank
	Charges
	£6.20
	
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/07/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£665.60
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	15/08/25
	JHG
	Replacement playground equipment
	£18,876.00
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	28/06/25
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection Ash playground
	£42.00
	Paid
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	22/08/25
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£383.78
	DD
	

	28/06/25
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection Tilstock Playground
	£42.00
	Paid
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	08/08/25
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	22/07/25
	Marmax
	Picnic Bench
	£598.80
	Paid
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	12/08/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	24/07/25
	JHG 
	Asset maintenance works
	£2,178.00
	Paid
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	21/07/25
	Playsafety
	Annual inspections
	£316.80
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	Date
	Name
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	16/08/25
	Bank
	Bank interest
	£155.16
	
	




616 	Agenda items for the October Meeting of the Parish Council 
Provision of play areas for children in Tilstock.  
School contact – to propose that the Council be represented on the Board of Governors.

617	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
No matters were raised. 
b) To enable Councillors to consider the NALC salary pay award 2025
Cllr Richardson proposed applying the salary scale increase, backdated to April as recommended, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 

There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:47pm
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