

Chairman:		Cllr K Howell	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:		Cllr W Allen; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr A Martin;
		Cllr A Allen; 
Clerk:			Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:		Cllr G Ebbs							

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd June 2025 at
Tilstock Village Hall 
The Meeting was opened at 7:15pm.
The Clerk confirmed that Cllr Kay had resigned as Chairman, therefore a new Chairman should be elected. 

580 Election of the Chairperson & Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Haynes proposed Cllr Howell as Chairman, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved.  The acceptance of office form was duly completed. 

581	Election of the Vice Chairperson & Declaration of Acceptance of Office	 
Cllr A Allen proposed Cllr W Allen as Vice Chairman, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. The acceptance of office form was fully completed as required. 

582	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements and public session 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Thompson, Kay and Richardson.  One member of the public attended the meeting. Cllr G Ebbs was present. The member of the public made a representation regarding a planning application. He outlined previous and current objections to development of this plot.  

583	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
No requests were received. It was noted that as the Parish Council’s representative on the Village Hall Committee, Cllr Kettle is not required to declare an interest. 

584	Approval of the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6th May 2025
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) and to approve the draft minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 6th May 2025
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes from the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6th May 2025. Cllr Kettle proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Draft Minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting held on 6th May 2025. Cllr Kettle proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

585	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
Councillors discussed the need for additional signage for the defibrillator at Brown Moss and whether the current location given on the Circuit is easy to understand. Action: Clerk to look into the Circuit listing; Additional signage to be investigated.

586 	Unitary Councillor’s report 
Cllr Ebbs informed the Council that he has been appointed to various  Committee positions, including Northern Planning.  Severn Trent are in the process of looking at adopting the drainage for Vicarage Close after which it could be adopted by Shropshire Council.  He raised safety concerns about the road speed around Steel Road particularly in relation to accessing properties safely.  He expressed concern that the speed limit goes from 60mph to 30mph.  He has requested a meeting with Highways to look into reducing the speed limit to 60mph to 40mph to 30mph.  Cllr Ebbs raised the upcoming Planning Inspectorate appeal hearing for the application from Boningale homes to build 70 homes in Tilstock. The Tilstock village group and the Parish Council will be making representations.  

587 	Correspondence – to consider correspondence circulated via email to inc:
Samuel Higginson Almshouse Charity Vacancy; Fly tipping; SC leadership and cabinet role information; Restricted byway public footpath diversion orders; 
All noted.  No matters were raised for discussion. 

588	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
25/01752/FUL  (validated: 12/05/2025)
Address:  Proposed Agricultural Lagoon At Tilstock Park, Tilstock, Shropshire
Proposal:  Construction of earth bank slurry lagoon
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DSW0AF9TDHTC00&data=05%7C02%7C%7C53306bb65fbd402e9a0208dd995ebb50%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638835354334347444%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I5QyjSLLV2hcA8ywzdVaiIrXUdEeGx9%2Fg7SvR1GtqqI%3D&reserved=0
Cllr Thornhill proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 

25/01379/FUL  (validated: 09/05/2025)
Address:  Land North 13 Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DR
Proposal:  Demolition of an existing garage and creation of new two-storey dwelling with associated amenity space and parking
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DSUC8ZYTD06Z00&data=05%7C02%7C%7C417770dcf6244443b97e08dd8f279c5c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638824122459668541%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ss03dTcfhlay7EnUM82vksat6c7ezCErKJUQL885fDQ%3D&reserved=0
Online applications were noted. Inaccuracies in the design and access statement were noted and discussed.  Cllr Thornhill proposed objecting to the application on the same basis as the refusal of a previous application for development of this plot, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 
b) Decisions:
25/00947/FUL  (validated: 21/03/2025)
Address:  9 Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DF
Proposal:  Two storey side extension and front porch
Decision:  Grant Permission

c) Appeal
Land To The East Of Tilstock Road, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire. Description of development: Residential development of 70 dwellings including access, open space, landscaping and associated works. Application reference: 24/04176/FUL Appellant’s name: Boningale Developments Ltd Planning Inspector ref: APP/L3245/W/25/3362414 Appeal reference: 25/03362/NONDET Appeal start date: 19 May 2025
Noted, Cllr Richardson was nominated to attend on behalf of the Parish Council to make representation to object proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. 

589	Housekeeping 
a) 	Strategic Objectives Plan – to enable Cllrs to discuss
To take forward to July’s meeting. 

d)	Annual review of assets – to enable Cllrs to undertake a review  
Cllrs Kay, Martin and Kettle to undertake a review in Ash, Cllrs A Allen, Haynes and Howell to undertake the review in Tilstock. 

590	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention
The bridleway in Tilstock is overgrown and needs cutting back. To be reported for the landowner’s attention. 

ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
No matters were raised. 

iii) Play area inspections: to receive monthly reports; Annual inspections
The monthly inspection report was noted.  The annual inspection has been booked for this month.  Hedges and fences to be attended to by the Halls. 

iv) Play area remedial works – update
The works are ongoing. As yet the contractor has not given a date to complete the work. 

v) Installation of replacement playground equipment – update
No delivery date has been given as yet. The new picnic table will be order to match the timings. 

The Councillors were pleased to note an update from the Insurance company confirming that the claim submitted has been withdrawn. 

591	Finance:
a)	Year End bank reconciliation/ figures & asset register for information/approval
Cllr Thornhill proposed approving the asset register, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Thornhil, seconded by Cllr Kettle proposed approving the year end bank reconciliation, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Clerk advised the Councillors of the current bank balances and confirmed that she is in the process of applying for a new reserve account. The Councillors confirmed signatories for the account. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
All payments, including the insurance renewal, were proposed for approval by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by  Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved. Grants to be paid as per approval at May’s meeting. 

c)	To approve salary adjustment payment	
This payment was approved under item b). 

d) 	Completion of the Annual Governance Statement 2024-25
The Councillors reviewed the document and confirmed that they were content to answer all questions positively as proposed by Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved. 

e)	Completion of the Annual Accounting Statements 2024-25
Cllr Thornhill proposed approving the Accounting Statement, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 
The AGAR 2024-25 will be submitted to the External Auditor for examination. 

f)	Confirmation of the publication of elector’s rights notices
The Clerk issued notices for the notice boards and confirmed the inspection period to be from 3rd June to 14th July 2025. 

	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	25/04/25
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£86.14
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/04/25
	BT
	Broadband
	£67.12
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/05/25
	Bank
	Charges
	£5.80
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	19/05/25
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£383.78
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	02/05/25
	Employee
	Salary adj payment
	£189.04
	
	LGA 1972 s112

	02/05/25
	Employee
	Expenses
	£134.63
	
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/04/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£665.60
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	13/05/25
	SDH Accounting
	Internal Audit Fee
	£200.87
	online
	

	30/04/25
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection inv 2780-25
	£42.00
	online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	30/04/25
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection inv 2779-25
	£42.00
	online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	01/05/25
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/05/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	09/05/25
	Zurich Municipal
	Insurance
	£885.03
	online
	LGA 1972 s140

	27/05/25
	Scribe
	Accounting software
	£414.72
	online
	LGA 1972 s111

	02/06/25
	Tilstock PCC
	Grant
	£750.00
	online
	Local Government Act 1894 section 19A (as inserted by section 82 of the Levelling Up and Regeneration Act 2023)


	02/06/25
	Ash PCC
	Grant
	£750.00
	online
	Local Government Act 1894 section 19A (as inserted by section 82 of the Levelling Up and Regeneration Act 2023)

	02/06/25
	Ash Village Hall
	Grant
	£750.00
	online
	LGA Misc Provs Act 1976 s19

	02/06/25
	Tilstock Village Hall
	Grant
	£750.00
	online
	LGA Misc Provs Act 1976 s19

	Date
	Name
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	16/05160.82/25
	Bank
	Bank interest
	£160.82
	
	

	25/04/25
	Shropshire Council
	Precept
	£28,126.35
	
	



592 	Agenda items for the July Meeting of the Parish Council 
Cllr Howell conveyed sincere thanks to Cllr Thornhill for his tenure as Chairman. His outstanding contribution to the Council was much appreciated. 
Asset register, Strategic Objectives.  
Cllr Ebbs left the Meeting. 

593	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
No matters were raised. 
There being no further matters for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:14pm.
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