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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th April 2022 at the Parish Rooms, Ash 
Chairman:
Cllr S Power

Councillors:
Cllr A Allen; Cllr W Allen; Cllr P Blyth; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr R Thornhill, Cllr R Thompson
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:
Cllr G Dakin
1/22
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 

(no decisions to be taken)

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the April Meeting declaring it open at 7:15pm.

Five members of the public attended the Meeting.  Unitary Cllr G Dakin was present. 

Apologies were received from Cllrs Richardson and Taylor which were duly accepted by the Council. 
No representations were received. A resident confirmed interest in item 9.

2/22
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the Meeting and which is not included in the register of interests. Members are reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not the interest is entered in the register of members’ interests maintained by the Monitoring Officer. Members are reminded to declare any gifts and/or hospitality. (LGA 1972 s94)

-
To confirm updates to the Register of Members’ Interests
No declarations were received. 

3/22 
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 07/03/22 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)

Councillors confirmed receipt of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th March 2022.  Cllr Dodd proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

4/22 
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

No matters were raised.
5/22 
Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions

Cllr Dakin reported that the recycling bin rollout will be commencing after 1st April. The bins are being made in Telford. People can continue to order the bins online. The black boxes can still be used or returned. 
Cllr Dakin confirmed that the Driving Test Centre will be closed.  An alternative base has been offered with 2 spaces at the Civic Centre, free of charge. This is being considered. The original centre at Paul’s Moss only cost c£16k per annum to run.  There will be 74 dwellings at this site at Paul’s Moss which should be opened within 3 years.  The site will also house the new Doctors’ surgery.  The hotel has been sold separately.
Another £14m is per year will be given to the Highways budget.  The new pothole repair machine is very good and it is making repairs much easier.  Councillors confirmed that it has just been used to repair the roads through Tilstock.

Councillors’ reports from external meetings

Cllr Blyth reported from the Higginson Trust where fuel poverty is of concern. The Trust has put money aside for a voucher scheme for people with pre paid meters so that they can be helped meet the rising costs of heating their homes. The vouchers are also lodged at the Food Bank. The Parish Council will advertise this scheme on the website – it does however only cover certain areas.  Whitchurch Relief in Need is also operating a similar scheme.

6/22 
Housekeeping 
a) Play area inspections 
Ash - Cllr Dodd reported all ok 

Tilstock – inspected and nothing to report
Forms to be completed and submitted to the Clerk monthly.

b) 
Land registrations

Ash Parva Pond: The Clerk confirmed that the Statements of Truth are due to be received shortly. Evidence has been provided to the Solicitor to proceed with the claim. 
Parva land – nothing has been heard from the Solicitor as yet.

c)
Defibrillators

The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council is now a nominated Guardian for the Tilstock Defibrillator. Other Guardians are also required to undertake checks.  

Cllr Haynes volunteered to be a Guardian at Tilstock. At the last Committee meeting the Village Hall in Ash agreed to set Parish Council up on the Circuit as a Guardian to be able to update the database with information such as when pads are replaced or to confirm it is user ready following use.
Cllr Power put forward a suggestion of providing a defibrillator at Prees Heath.  The Clerk confirmed that she has made a preliminary enquiry to Shropshire Council as to requesting permission to install a defibrillator on the public lavatory building.   This matter will be taken forward for further discussion once Shropshire Council has responded regarding installation permission at the proposed site location.  The purchase of a further defibrillator was in principle proposed by Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed.  Cllr Blyth offered to be the primary guardian. Action: Clerk to take forward with Shropshire Council and get a quote for  a defibrillator and cabinet.  
Cllr Power highlighted that Twemlows Stud also has defibrillator on site. 
Cllr Power put forward a suggestion for a defibrillator for Ash Parva.  Councillors discussed the need.  Cllr Dodd suggested a notice is put out to ask the public if they would like one in Ash Parva and where the preferred location would be.  Cllr Hunter proposed purchasing a defibrialltor for Ash Parva, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed providing the land registration can be resolved and a suitable location can be agreed upon.  
The Clerk confirmed that NF money can be used to purchase defibrillators. 
7/22 
Correspondence

To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; Community Governance Review; NALC legal bulletins; Town & Parish Council NF; 

Councillors noted a payment is due of NF money in April of £40,000.  Cllr Power recommended that Councillors think about potential spend.  
LGA 1972 s137 spend has increased to £8.82 per head of the electorate. 

8/22 
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)

a) 
Applications:
22/00992/FUL  (validated: 15/03/2022)
Address:  Former Nursing Home, Ash, Shropshire, SY13 4DL
Proposal:  Change use of former care home to 1no dwelling
Applicant: St Philips Care Caledonia Limited (57 High Street, Wednesfield , Wolverhampton, WV11 1ST)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R813OJTDLWQ00
Councillors discussed the application and confirmed that they had no concerns about the proposals. 
Reference:  22/01283/LBC  (validated: 15/03/2022)
Address:  Former Nursing Home, Ash, Shropshire, SY13 4DL
Proposal:  Change use of former care home to 1no dwelling
Applicant: St Philips Care Caledonia Limited (57 High Street, Wednesfield , Wolverhampton, WV11 1ST)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R8S0D5TD06Z00
Councillors approved the proposals.  Cllr Dodd seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed to support. 
22/01075/FUL  (validated: 17/03/2022)
Address:  The Bracknell, 16 Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DR
Proposal:  Erection of detached dwelling and garage (modified proposal)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R86NJVTDM0K00
Councillors discussed the proposals and expressed approval for the amended scheme.  One comment online queried the roof material which appears to be different to the neighbouring property. They also raised the height of the retaining wall.  
Cllr Thornhill seconded by Cllr W Allen proposed supporting the scheme, all agreed. 

b) 
Decisions:
 22/00343/FUL  (validated: 25/01/2022)
Address:  Park House, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NL
Proposal:  Erection of a roof between two agricultural buildings to provide dry storage for agricultural equipment
Decision:  Grant Permission
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=R68A5TTDL2400
9 /22
Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) – to inc The Meadows, Ash Parva: landscaping request
i) Matters to report for attention: to enable Councillors to report environmental health/highways concerns 
Councillors noted the landscaping request received from residents in Ash Parva.  Cllr Thornhill originally suggested planting trees in this area.  This was originally rejected on the basis that the Parish Council does not own the land.  Cllr Haynes raised the point that there may be a management committee in place with responsibility for the area.  Trees could possibly be planted as part of the Queen’s Canopy.  Shropshire Council operates a free tree scheme which could be a source of obtaining the plants free of charge.  A resident confirmed that here has not as yet been a management meeting to discuss landscaping.  As per planning conditions a hedge is due to be planted. The footpath land which is being gifted to the Parish Council has still to be completed.  Cllr Dodd suggested the Parish Council could consider planting a hedge along the footpath to separate the land from the footpath. Action: to take forward and monitor the Shropshire Council’s tree scheme. 
Fly tipping has been reported on the Ash Road near the by pass including a mattress, weed filler and fertiliser. An address was found within the dumped goods. This has been reported to Shropshire Council for removal and to trace the owner.

Ash Road: potholes requiring attention were reported at the bottom and near Field Fare Farm.
The Ash Parva horse warning sign still outstanding. The Brown Moss sign is down again.  
The new light is still outstanding for Tilstock (Eon). The Clerk confirmed Eon is behind in all areas.
Cllr Dakin has chased the VAS for Ash Parva.  WSP has completed the design for the extended 30mph including the VAS from the Ightfield side.  It has now been sent to Kier for scoping. 
  

ii)
Feedback from any matters raised with Shropshire Council
No updates received.  

iii)
Road closure: A49 Prees Heath Start Date: 27th May 2022 End Date: 28th May 2022

Purpose: Road closure for 1 night to carry out carriageway repairs

Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council
Other dates have been sent to residents for the A49: 19-21 April, 4-7th May, 18-19th May for overnight works.. 

iv)
Tilstock PCC query re tree ownership

The Chairman reported contact from Tilstock PCC regarding some horse chestnut trees and a Christmas tree which have been planted at the car park on the border with the Churchyard wall.  The Parish Council has not undertaken any planting in the car park in the last 12 years so their origin is unknown. Councillors discussed the unsuitability of this type of tree in the close proximity of the wall.  Councillors discussed replacing the trees with small shrubs or bulbs.  Cllr Thompson proposed removing the trees, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Cllr Thompson will remove the trees. 

10 /22
Finance:

a)
Bank reconciliation for information/approval

Councillors confirmed receipt of the bank statements and spreadsheets.  Cllr Thornhill proposed accepting the bank reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. Resolved.  

b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)

Councillors considered the invoices/payments presented for approval. Cllr Power, proposed approving all payments, including the salary payment, for approval, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved. 

c) 
Funding request – Tilstock Bowling & Tennis Club (Cllr Haynes abstained)
Councillors confirmed their decision at the last meeting to award £500 to the Club. Cllr Blyth proposed approving the payment, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. 

d) 
Notice board provision – to consider quotes/application for footings
Following agreement at the last Meeting to apply for footings for a new free standing notice board at Prees Heath the Clerk has established that it will cost £450 to apply.  She enquired as to whether the Council wishes to proceed with the application in view of the charge which was previously unforeseen.  Having inspected the Tilstock board it was found to be in good condition and will not require replacement.  It will however need repainting and new cork boards inside.  Cllr Thompson volunteered to install the cork boards.  Cllr Haynes offered to source a local handyperson who might be willing to refurbish the board. Cllr Blyth reported that the Prees Heath board could be replaced with a larger one in the same location on the bus shelter.  Cllr Blyth put forward some quotes. The most favourable of which for a new notice board, plus lettering and fixing materials would be £1279 in a composite material.  Councillors discussed the requirement for a larger board to service a larger community.  Cllr Blyth offered to approach the developer for a contribution.  Cllr W Allen proposed a new larger board for Prees Heath, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. Cllr Blyth to approach the developer. If this is not forthcoming the Councillors agreed to fund the board. 






	Date of Invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	28/02/22
	Employee
	Salary
	£446.37
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/03/22
	HRMC
	PAYE
	£3.60
	100505
	LGA 1972 s112

	09/03/22
	PlusNet
	Ash Hall Broadband 
	£25.20
	DD
	LG Mis Prov Act 1976 s19

	22/03/22
	Shropshire Council
	Lining Works at Tilstock car park
	£540.00
	100506
	Road Traffic Reg Act 1984 s57 (1)a

	28/03/22
	MedUk Group Ltd
	Defibrillator replacement parts
	£59.82
	100507
	Public Health Act 1936 s234

	28/03/22
	Tilstock Village Hall
	Re-imbursement of agreed expenditure for new dishwasher
	£1379.99
	100508
	LG Mis Prov Act 1976 s19


e)
Electricity supply quote (if available)
Shropshire Council to provide a quote later this week. To compare with Scottish Power’s increase. 

f)
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

Cllr Dodd reported back from the Village Hall meeting. A donation would be appreciated for the village celebration.    Cllr Dodd requested £500 for the Village Hall committee.  Cllr Thompson requested a contribution for Tilstock Village Hall.  Cllr W Allen proposed £500 for each village, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed (SP, AA, TB, WA, MH – other Cllrs abstained).

g)
Audits/Year end

The Clerk confirmed that the internal audit process has commenced.

h)
Environmental maintenance grants

Councils can apply for a maximum of £1500 pa to maintain Shropshire Council owned areas within their parishes. Proof of payment must be supplied to support the claim.  WRPC has not been able to claim for this grant previously. 

i)
Ash Village Hall playground project update

The Hall Committee has received quotes which will meet the needs of the local smaller children.  Only 2 quotes were received from the 3 companies approached. The final quote is c£25k.  The equipment could be installed in August.  A national company, Playdale is being used.  There is also a further need to bring the current equipment up to date. The goal posts have now been removed. Football can be played on the tennis courts which is a multi use space and there are goal posts.  The swings are being changed – junior, infant and bucket swing to be provided. The zip wire will be retained for the time being.  The Hall Committee has surveyed the local residents and the playground has been highlighted as the priority spend item.  An allocation for £13k has already been made by the Parish Council from the NF money for the Ash playground refurbishment. Councillors noted the increased grant request.  Councillors considered the request and the split of NF money that the Council holds for the two wards.  Councillors expressed support for the well researched scheme.  Cllr W Allen expressed the view that the Council should look to support larger projects for the communities which have been properly researched, needs identified and prioritised and which will provide long term assets.   Cllr Haynes proposed supporting the request for increased funding, seconded by Cllr A Allen.  (Cllrs Thornhill, Hunter and Dodd abstained from the voting).   All agreed. Resolved.   

j)
Neighbourhood Fund 

£40,000 is due to be paid by Shropshire Council in April as Neighbourhood Fund money. This funding is to be spent on infrastructure projects as approved by Shropshire Council.  

k)
SmartWater

The Clerk confirmed that she is waiting for the invoice to be issued. 
The remaining member of the public left the Meeting.

11/22
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a) 
To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
Councillors noted a new alleged breach of planning conditions raised by Shropshire Council. 
b) 
Employment contract update
Councillors discussed the current employment contract and responsibilities following the recent appraisal review carried out by Cllrs Power, Blyth and Thornhill and the feedback report they provided.  Cllr Blyth recommended that the current job specification requires benchmarking and the contract needs updating. Cllr Thornhill proposed a salary increase to a new spinal point as decided by Councillors, Cllr Haynes seconded, all agreed.  Resolved.  Increase to be implemented as of 1st April 2022.

12/22 
Agenda items for the Annual Meeting to be held on 3rd May and confirmation of the Annual Parish Meeting also to be held on 3rd May 2020
Co-option of Councillors 
Minutes 4th May 2022 Addendum – Employment contract consideration. CONFIDENTIAL

11/22
b) 
Employment contract update
Councillors discussed the current employment contract and Clerk’s responsibilities following the recent appraisal review carried out by Cllrs Power, Blyth and Thornhill and the feedback they provided.  Cllr Blyth recommended that the current job specification requires benchmarking and the contract needs updating. Councillors considered the current salary level in line with the benchmarking recommendations provided by NALC.  Cllr Thornhill proposed a salary increase moving to SP26 at £16.10ph, Cllr Haynes seconded, all agreed.  Resolved.
Review report to be issued to the PC  members  and Clerk.
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