


Chairman:	Cllr R ThornhillWHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:	Cllr L Loweth; Cllr A Allen; Cllr T Blyth; Cllr W Allen; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr W Kay; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr T Hunter
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr G Dakin 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3rd July 2023 at
Ash Village Hall at 7:15 pm

323	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation (no decisions to be taken)
The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 7:15pm. Four members of the public attended the Meeting.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Thompson, Haynes and Richardson.
A member of the public addressed the Council in respect of the recent annual playground inspection undertaken in Ash.  The zip wire has been highlighted as a medium risk item. Councillors may wish to consider replacing the item. 
A resident made a representation regarding a proposed additional street light for Ash Magna. 
Cllr Dodd addressed the Council as a member of the public regarding funding for the PCC for the churchyard grounds maintenance. It was noted that the Internal Auditor advised previously that the Parish Council does not have a power of expenditure to contribute towards the costs of churchyard maintenance. Cllr Dodd provided the Councillors with examples of legislation which he believes indicates that the Parish Council can support maintenance costs of an open churchyard.  
Cllr Dodd further addressed the Councillors as a member of the public regarding the response submitted by the Parish Council in relation to his planning application for an affordable home in Ash Magna which had been returned via delegated authority to the Clerk in consultation with Councillors. The response was returned as a ‘representation’. Cllr Dodd requested that the Council overturns its response in favour of submitting a ‘support’ response.  Following a discussion of opposing views, the Clerk left the Meeting.   

324	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllr J Dodd declared an interest in his planning application Item 7 A 23/02241/FUL & Item 10 E, annual Grants being on the PCC for Christ Church Ash and a trustee of the Village Hall. Cllr W Allen Declared an interest in Item 10 E, Annual Grants, being on the PCC for Christ Church Ash. Cllr R Thornhill Declared an interest in item 10 B being the recipient of cheque 100616 

325	Approval of the Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 5th June 2023 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
Approval of the Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 5th June 2023,
Cllr T Blyth noted she had received a Cheque for £52.00 
No objections Proposed by Cllr W Kay Seconded Cllr C Kettle

326	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
Proposed new street was discussed. Cllr C Kettle had spoken to 14 near residents and the majority were in favour of a new light. Although most of them were in favour in so far as they had no objections rather than enthusiastic supporters. Cllr T Blyth noted that credence must be given to the immediate neighbours, Cllr R Thornhill agreed and noted parts of Ash were lit a lot less. Cllr R Thornhill noted we had as yet not got a quote for connecting the new light. Cllr C Kettle proposed we further canvas views of residents and defer the decision until September. Seconded Cllr W Allen. All agreed
327 	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
The Unitary Authority had to make savings of £51 million and attempts are being made to save it in quarterly chunks. So far this is going well. There are ongoing staffing issues within the Authority. A review is being undertaken as to what qualifications staff have and if they can be re trained to be deployed in different areas, the initial thinking is that there are enough staff they just aren’t in the right areas. Dave Gradwell has been asked about the road through Ash and the £10,000 from the AD Plant at Broughall as yet there was no response. The Chief Exec of the Authority is wanting all calls returned within four days. Cllr Dakin met Courtney from highways regarding the flooding on Cateralls Lane, she was confident the necessary upgrades and repairs could be done speedily. There were no questions.

328 	Correspondence
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email: 
All email correspondence noted, no comments were made. The boundary review survey is now open and this was noted.

329	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
23/02533/ADV  (validated: 12/06/2023)
Address:  ForFarmers UK Ltd, No 3 Shed, The Grain Stores, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JX
Proposal:  Erect and display, Sign 1 Fascia sign, Sign 2 Fence mounted sign board, Sign 3a Post mounted sign and Sign 3b Post mounted sign
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RVZZKTTDHOM00
Support Proposed by Cllr J Dodd Seconded Cllr W Kay. All in favour

23/02441/VAR  (validated: 23/06/2023)
Address:  Unit 2 Former Grain Store, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2HA
Proposal:  Variation of Condition No. 2 attached to planning permission 22/02062/FUL dated11 July 2022
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RVSL2RTDHJO00
Support Proposed by Cllr A Allen Seconded Cllr L Loweth. All in favour

23/02503/ADV  (validated: 09/06/2023)
Address:  Unit 2 Former Grain Store, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2HA
Proposal:  Application under section 73a of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for High Level Fascia Sign - 10800mm long x 1000 deep boarding with directional sign  - lettering in Aerial Font. Blue (Pantone 72)
MALCOLM HARRISON AUCTIONS
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RVY4VMTDHN400
 Support Proposed by Cllr T Blyth Seconded Cllr C Kettle. All in favour



23/02241/FUL  (validated: 24/05/2023)
Address:  Land Opposite Ash Grove, Ash, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of an affordable dwelling
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=RV4NOKTDH8600
Cllr J Dodd left the room having declared an interest.
Councillors discussed having used delegated powers and the submission returned to Shropshire Council. Councillors agreed that in future all the Councillor’s individual responses should be circulated to aid transparency. 
The item had been included on this agenda for transparency purposes, having already been commented on via delegated authority, in consultation with Councillors. Cllr L Loweth, seconded by Cllr T Hunter, proposed revisiting the submission. Four Councillors voted in favour, four abstained. 
Councillors all felt the comment made by the Clerk was fair and an accurate collation of the responses they had seen. The Clerk was praised for the collation.
Cllr W Allen proposed the council amend the Councils stance from Neutral to Support. Cllr T Hunter Seconded the proposal. Three Councillors supported, three Councillors were against, 2 Councillors abstained. The Chairman had the casting vote and it was decided the Council’s submission as Neutral (Representation) should remain. 

b) Decisions:
23/01752/FUL  (validated: 24/04/2023)
Address:  Lower Blackoe Farm, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NX
Proposal:  Conversion of former agricultural building to create two dwellings and the erection of a new 4 bay carport together with new sewage treatment plant
Decision:  Refuse

340	Housekeeping 
a) 	Annual inspection reports			
Cllr R Thornhill noted that further to the comments from a member of the public the council requires a member to liaise with the village hall committee regarding the playground. Cllr C Kettle accepted this responsibility
b) 	Land registrations – update 
Discuss in Sept. Nothing thought to be urgent
c)	Advertising – to consider costs 
Discuss in Sept. Nothing thought to be urgent 	
d)	SmartWater rollout – to discuss 
Discuss in Sept. Nothing thought to be urgent
e)	Place Plans – to update	
Discuss in Sept. Nothing thought to be urgent			
f) 	Community engagement – feedback
Discuss in Sept. Nothing thought to be urgent		
g)	Facebook 					
Cllr C Kettle has started the initial phases of a Facebook page. Updates will be provided at a later date.  

341	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention
Cllr T Blyth noted there had been three accidents that she knew of recently at the new Prees Heath development. Cllr R Thornhill asked if she wished us to take any action. Cllr Blyth suggested after a period of 12 months has passed we make a freedom of information request regarding the number of accidents there, along with the revenues received from the lorry park in order to ascertain what enforcement measures were being taken now new road markings had been done. Cllr C Kettle noted public were concerned about speeding and the pavement from Ash to Whitchurch. Councillors decided to ask the Clerk to write to the relevant department at Shropshire Council to discuss what action could be done regarding the pavement. Cllr W Kay suggested she make enquires regarding community pay back with HM Prison and Probation Service. Councillors were pleased to support this as an idea. Councillors noted it had been done before some time ago as well as with support from the community group “We Are Whitchurch” 
ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concern
Discussed - no issues raised
iii) Ash War Memorial – maintenance – to consider quote for base repairs
Councillors discussed the renovation Councillors were resolved that it needed to be done to a high quality finish. Councillors would like the Clerk to obtain quotes from other firms that were for the same level of finish as the Westminster Paving Quote, as that was the more extensive quote.
iv) Ash Parva – installation of 30mph/VAS update
No update
v)	Road Closure:  Foxes Lane, Broughall Start Date: 21st August 2023 End Date: 27th August 2023
Purpose: Road Closure - TM required along stretch of A525 to allow Openreach engineers safe access to carriageway boxes along the route for cabling & jointing. Works Promoter:   Openreach
Works Promoter Ref: BC008BC008WD0RDM0NC-01 Enforcement pattern for Foxes Lane, Broughall:9.30 - 15.30
You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=134508338
Noted.

342 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Having seen the records online Cllr A Allen proposed Cllr T Blyth Seconded. All in Favour
b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below) Cllr R Thornhill handed over the position of Chairman to Cllr T Blyth. Cllr R Thornhill did not participate in the discussion or voting. Cllr L Loweth noted Tilstock Village Hall had not received their cheque – Clerk to follow up.  All invoices and cheques were approved with the exception of the PAYE recharge as it was noted there was no figure proposed by Cllr C Kettle Seconded by Cllr A Allen. All in Favour. Cllr R Thornhill resumed the position of Chairman
	
	100615
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/05/23
	Employee
	Salary
Chq issued due to S/O failure
	£580.64
	SO
100616
	LGA 1972 s112

	03/07/23
	SALC 
	Re issue of 100605
	£10.00
	100614
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/07/23
	SALC 
	Re issue of 100606
	£20.00
	100615
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/07/23
	Employee
	Expenses Mar-July
	£159.39
	100617
	LGA 1972 s111

	28/06/23
	Playsafety
	Inspections
	£ 295.20
	100618
	

	26/06/23
	R Thornhill
	 AED signs
	£26.56
	100619
	LGA 1972 s111

	22/05/23
	Eon
	Annual maintenance contract
	£270.84
	100620
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	12/06/23
	Eon
	Light repair
	£84.85
	1006100621
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	20/06/23
	D Talbot
	Bus Shelter seat repair
	£150
	100622
	LGA 1972 s111

	07/05/23
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£348.01
	100623
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	03/07/23
	TA Davies Jones (Wrenals)
	Electrical work
	£179.10
	100624
Replaces 100600
	

	03/07/23
	TA Davies Jones (Wrenals)
	Electrical work
	£179.10
	100624
Replaces 100601
	


c)	Defibrillators – to discuss/approve purchasing additional units
Councillors noted this was on- going
d)	Notice board repair (Ash)
Cllr L Loweth will follow up with the handyman
e)	Annual grants for consideration
Cllr W Allen did not take part in the discussion having declared an interest, grants for the maintenance of the grave yards were discussed. The general sentiment was that while the Parish Council sympathised with the two parish churches having to fund grave yard maintenance from their limited resources they had not seen any advice to change their view that they would regretfully have to again avoid making a grant due to the advice they had seen, however, Councillors were open to giving a grant if it could be demonstrated that it was within their legal powers of expenditure. The information provided by a member of the public noting the power to maintain burial grounds under the Open Spaces Act 1906 and the power to contribute towards the expenses of cemeteries under the local Government Act 1972 S 214 (6) was received and noted, if the Clerk could obtain any clarification on these acts or possible legal powers to provide funding for the restricted purposes of maintaining cemeteries it could be discussed further in September.  
f)	Direct debit form – energy supply
Defer until the next Meeting

343 	Agenda items for the September Meeting
New Light proposal for Ash Magna, Ash War Memorial, Funding of cemeteries
Councillors discussed the public participation protocol.  Members of the public have the right to address the council. 

344	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
No members of the Press were present.  The Public left the meeting.





 




