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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th January 2022 at the Parish Rooms, Ash 
Chairman:
Cllr S Power

Councillors:
Cllr A Allen; Cllr W Allen; Cllr P Blyth; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Taylor; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr R Thompson;
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:
Cllr G Dakin
125/22
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
Cllr Power welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:15pm. Seven members of the public attended the Meeting.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Richardson and Thornhill.  

Cllr Power announced the resignation of Cllr R Butler (who had represented the Tilstock Ward), expressing thanks for her years of service and contribution to the Council.  Cllr Butler will be much missed.  A representation was received on behalf of all members of the public present relating to a planning application for a seven bedroom house with first floor annexe in Ash Magna.  The original permission given for this plot was for a four bedroom house. The new plans represent an increase to the overall footprint of 67%. Residents were concerned over the size and scale of the property, that the building line will be moved forward, the external finishing materials which differ from the other neighbouring properties and that there would not be sufficient parking space available for the potential number of vehicles which a house of that size might need.  Councillors thanked the public for attending, noting their comments. Planning applications will not be dealt with at this meeting due to short format but will be dealt with under delegated authority via the Clerk. 

126/22 
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct 
-
To confirm updates to the Register of Members’ Interests - Councillors to complete as necessary.

127/22 
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 06/12/21 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the December Meeting. Cllr Dodd proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 


128/22 
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

In light of the shortened meeting, Cllr Power recommended any matters be taken forward to February’s meeting which will be in 3 week’s time.

129/22 Unitary Cllr’s report 
Cllr Dakin reported that Shropshire Council has produced a balanced budget for 2002-23.  85% of Shropshire Council’s annual budget is spent on adult/social care which covers 3% of the population (c320,000 people in Shropshire)  The remaining 15% of its budget is spent over all other areas such as Highways etc.  Shropshire Council has received funding of £10m from the Government (it requested £30m over 3 years).  The ability to produce a balanced budget for 2023-24 is unlikely.  Shropshire Council will increase its Council Tax by 3.99%.  The Whitchurch Driving Test centre is likely to be closed.  Shropshire Council has received a £16m grant to provide an Olympic sized pool in Sundorne, Shrewsbury and a new pool for Whitchurch.  New recycling bins are being rolled out.  Charges  for green waste is under consideration. 

130/22
Finance:

a)
Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Councillors confirmed that they had received the financial spreadsheets and reports circulated via email.  Councillors agreed that the bank reconciliation was accurate and in line with bank statements (copies circulated via email).  Cllr Blyth proposed signing off the reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Taylor, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the reconciliation.

b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)

Councillors noted the grounds maintenance invoice and confirmation from the contractor that the prices would stay the same for the new financial year. Cllr A Allen proposed accepting the offer, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. All other invoices and payments were proposed for payment by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed.  (The Locum Clerk invoice has not been received.) Action: Clerk to write to the contractor to confirm continuation of the contract. 

c) 
2022-23 Budget – to agree the budget

Councillors confirmed receipt of the budget circulated by the Clerk.  The operational spend budget was agreed to be in line with anticipated spend for the coming year. Councillors further considered reserves and reviewed the allocation of earmarked reserves.  
A funding request from the North Salop Wheelers was considered. Councillors noted that the Council currently awards an annual grant of £500 to the Wheelers which is now fundraising in order to replace their vehicles. Cllr Blyth proposed confirmation of an annual grant of £500 for the next 3 years, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. 

Councillors reviewed an historic request for a village gated entrance for Tilstock. The Clerk presented anticipated costs for the project.  She has requested that Highways look at the project with a view to giving approval for the scheme if sufficient verge space is available.  £6000 was agreed to be allocated for this project.  The £3500 currently earmarked for a VAS (or SID) was agreed to be left in place.  Grants for both village halls were discussed; the allocation of £20k per Hall from Neighbourhood Fund money was noted.  To date Ash Village Hall has received c£6197.00 (screen, broadband pole, cctv agreed amount), Tilstock has received c £6732 (cooker, dishwasher, patio, sign).   A request for new playground equipment for Ash (c£13-14k) was taken into consideration.  Both Halls will receive a grant to provide conferencing equipment (wall or ceiling mounted projectors c£1500 each/screens up to c£1000k).  Tilstock Hall will look into the costs of a lithium battery and car charging points.   Neighbourhood Fund money will be used to fund the requests.  

Tilstock and Prees Heath require new notice boards as discussed at previous meetings.  Cllr Blyth proposed £3k be allocated to purchase new boards, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. Councillors agreed to investigate car charging points for the Tilstock car park which could produce revenue for the Parish Council.  

Councillors considered purchasing SmartWater kits for the community at an anticipated cost of c£3k.  This will be taken forward to February’s meeting for consideration. The Clerk will source further information such as the number of dwellings in the Parish.  

d)
To agree the precept requirement 
Cllr Power proposed a precept request of £24040, seconded by Cllr Dodd which will return a 0% increase for a band D property, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to apply. 
	Date of Invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq number
	Power of Expenditure

	30/12/21
	Employee
	Salary
	£446.37
	so
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/01/21
	HRMC
	PAYE
	£4.00
	
	LGA 1972 s112

	14/12/21
	KG Landscaping
	Grounds maintenance Tilstock
	£1440
	100495
	PHA 1875 s164; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	14/12/21
	KG Landscaping
	Grounds maintenance Ash
	£2124
	100496
	PHA 1875 s164; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	11/01/22
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£148.05
	100497
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	17/01/22
	Hibberts LLP
	Land registration work
	£20.00
	100498 (replacing 100484)
	LGA 1972  s124

	
	VOID
	
	
	100499
	

	12/01/22
	Employee
	Expenses
	£43.70
	100500
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/01/22
	SLCC
	Clerk’s membership
	£270.00
	100501
	LGA 1972 s143


131/22
Agenda items for the February (7th) Meeting

There being no further business for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:58pm.
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