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WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held at the Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 11th May 2015 


Chair:


Cllr S Martinson

Councillors Present:
Cllr A Allen; Cllr W Allen; Cllr R Butler;  Cllr L Chesters; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr T Hunter, Cllr S Power and Cllr P Thompson 

Clerk:


Mrs L McCormack


The retiring Chair welcomed the Councillors and members of the public to the Annual Meeting of the Whitchurch Rural Parish Council, and opened proceedings at 8:10pm.  
1 Election of the Chairperson 

Cllr Dodd proposed Cllr Martinson to continue as Chair for the forthcoming year. Cllr Butler seconded the proposal; all were in favour of Cllr Martinson continuing as Chairperson
RESOLVED: Cllr Martinson is elected Chair for the year.
2 Election of Vice Chair 

Cllr Thompson proposed Cllr Hunter as vice chair, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all in favour
RESOLVED: Cllr Hunter continue as vice chair for the coming year

3 Election of Other Representatives

The following were proposed and all in agreement that representatives are :-
i) Local Joint Committee – Cllr W Allen
ii) Emergency Planning Committee – Cllrs P Thompson and L Chesters 

iii) NSAC/SALC Cllr S Martinson 

iv) Charities including Higginson Higginson C of E School Charity, Jane Higginson Charity and Samuel Higginson Almshouses Charity; 
v) Cllr R Butler: Elizabeth Langford Almhouses 
vi) Cllr S Martinson: Whitchurch Relief in Need and Ash School House Charity 
vii) Ash Parish Rooms Committee – Cllrs Dodd and Hunter 

viii) Tilstock and Bradbury Hall – Cllr Chesters 

4 Present & Apologies and/or Absent
Councillors present as noted above.  No apologies received, all Councillors being present. 

There were 2 members of the public present.  Cllr Dakin was in attendance.  
5 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests – None

6 Dispensations of DPIs - None


7 Approval of Minutes 
Councillors confirmed that they have received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.  Minutes of the meeting held on 13th April were approved as a true and accurate record and signed by the Chairman.
8 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
Cllr Power raised the matter of the Pill Box at Prees Heath. He understands that this now has planning consent.  

Cllr Martinson recommended that some matters be moved to the June meeting in 3 weeks time, Ref. Item.  17 of these minutes.
9 Street Lights/General Maintenance and Repairs  
Members noted Mr Johnson’s presentation at the Annual Parish Meeting and discussed the summary of costs provided by him. Members sought some clarification of how electricity bills would work. Cllr Martinson explained that her understanding is that the bill will be a annual standard fee based on the number of units x wattage. There was a positive response from members to the idea that eventually dimmer lights could be fitted. If the Council accepted the offer of a 3 year contract with EON, this would include a full survey of the lights, both lighting and structures on which they are mounted, replacement bulbs across the system in the first year. Four lights would be replaced with new LED lights so that EON can monitor performance. Mr Johnson will contact the clerk by email with details.
Cllr Martinson proposed that the Parish Council consider a three year contract as detailed by Mr Johnson in his presentation. All were in favour of this.
RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council contact EON for details of the 3 year contract with a view to entering into the same. 
10.
Finance
i) Cash book/bank reconciliation was received and accepted

ii) Invoices for payment as below. Clerks salary proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded Cllr W Allen that be accepted. Cllr Hunter proposed payments to S Martinson and Broker Network. All in favour. 
iii) Receipt of the precept acknowledged and the chair asked members to consider spending against budget & reserves for the next meeting. 
iv) There were no grant applications
v) Year end accounts/Internal Auditors report/Completion of the Annual Return to the Audit Commission were approved by members and the Returns signed by the Chairman. 
vi) Renewal of the Insurance policy was accepted and approved by members. 
vii) Members agreed to book the annual playground inspection for June .
	Date of Invoice
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount

	30/04/15
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary
	£329.60

	28/04/15
	S Martinson
	Re-imbursement for spray paint for dog waste
	£38.40

	30/04/15
	Broker Network
	Insurance
	£819.39

	Date
	Payment Received 
	Reason for Payment
	Amount

	22/04/15
	Shropshire Council
	Precept
	£17939.00

	
	
	
	


13
Planning Applications:

Applications: 

i) 15/01665/FUL: Greenfields Poultry Unit, Church Lane, Ash Magna: Erection of an additional building for free range eggs
Members noted that not all the conditions they expected were attached to the original application. They also noted that the upgrade to the surrounding roads had never happened. It was noted that there were complaints that vehicles moved through the village to and from the farm when they were supposed to access and egress the site via Church Lane to the Nantwich Road. One Cllr noted further complaints regarding lack of covering over of waste when it was being removed from the site. One of the original concerns associated with the site was noise and odour, as far as the Parish Council are aware there has not been any issues with this. 
Cllr Martinson proposed that the Parish Council supported the application with conditions to, as far as possible, control/restrict vehicle movements through the village. All in favour. 

ii) 15/01616/FUL: Oakleigh, Golf House Lane, Prees Heath Erection of an annex to include link to existing dwelling following demolition of existing detached annex
Members had no comments : All in favour of supporting the application

iii) 15/01429/FUL: 7 Ash Lane, Ash, Whitchurch: Erection of a two storey rear extension
iv) Members had no comments : All in favour of supporting the application

v) 15/01427/FUL: Hillcroft, Ash Magna: Erection of two storey side extension with sun lounge and 3 bay garage
vi) Members had no comments : All in favour of supporting the application

Decisions:
vii) 15/01143/FUL 4 Ash Lane, Whitchurch, SY13 4BP: Single storey rear extension: Grant Permission

Planning Committee: 

viii) 14/05017/OUT Development Land South of Magna Dene, Ash Magna: Outline app for the erection of one dwelling: Hearing scheduled 12th May 2015 2:00pm Shirehall
Cllr Martinson will be attending the committee meeting to speak against the application
14
Highways & Environmental Health 

i) Cllr Dodd raised the matter of the mirror at the junction of Church Lane and Nantwich Road. The mirror distorts the vision of approaching traffic giving the impression that it is further away than it is and felt that this situation is dangerous. The reason for installing the mirror in the first instance has now resolved itself as the hedges have been removed. Rather than remove the mirror at this stage the members agreed to monitor the situation. If there is any other road safety issue in the parish which would benefit, consider relocation. 
ii) The sign post at the junction of hospital lane needs fixing properly. The bunding along the edge of the common installed following the departure of the caravans is unsightly with large concrete blocks on top of the bunding. Rubbish bags are still on the side of the road and need removing. 

iii) Cllr Martinson has received forms to be completed for the re-naming of the road through Brown Moss


15
Correspondence

Members acknowledged receipt of emailed correspondence. No further discussion required. 
16
Housekeeping

i) Review/adoption of Standing Orders; Risk Assessment; Press and Media Policy; Model Publication Scheme; Financial regulations and Shropshire Council’s Code of Conduct had been discussed at previous meetings. Cllr Martinson proposed adoption of the documents en bloc. All in favour. 

RESOLVED: The above mentioned documents as drafted are adopted by the Council 

ii) Courses and Meetings

Cllr Martinson and Cllr Thompson will be attending the Emergency Planning Meeting on 3rd June. Cllr W Allen will be attending Fundamentals for Councillors on 1st June 

iii) The next meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council will be on Monday, 1st June 2015 in Ash Village Hall. 

17
Items for inclusion on the next Agenda
i)  Land Registry 
ii)  Car Parking in Tilstock
iii)  Signage for car park and Church Lane 

iv)  Tree removal from over hanging playground 

v)  Naming of lane through Brown Moss 

The meeting closed at 9:03pm



Whitchurch Rural Parish Council

Approval of the Minutes



The Minutes of the Meeting held 11th May 2015 were accepted and approved by Whitchurch Rural Parish Council at a Meeting held on:  1st June 2015

Signed by the Chair: 
...........................................................

