
WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman:	Cllr R Thornhill
Cllrs Present:	Cllr R Thompson; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr L Loweth; Cllr A Allen; Cllr M Richardson; Cllr T Blyth; Cllr T Hunter;  Cllr W Allen
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr G Dakin (not present)

Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd April 2023 at
Tilstock Village Hall at 7:15pm

283	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation (no decisions to be taken)
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the April meeting.  Eight members of the public attended the Meeting.  The Meeting was declared open at 7:15 pm.  Apologies were received from Unitary Cllr Dakin, Cllr C Kettle, and Cllr L Loweth.
A member of the public raised the upcoming Coronation. Planned events going on in the parish were discussed.  It was suggested that this might be a good time to give feedback on the strategic objectives and rollout some more Smartwater kits.  
A second member of the public raised his recent complaint to Shropshire Council’s Monitoring Officer and the outstanding 30mph and VAS unit installation in Ash Parva (which is due to take place in April).  
A member of the public made a complaint about a matter discussed at a previous meeting. Although the item raised was on the agenda it was for information purposes and not due to be discussed.  He was asked to put any complaint in writing.  
Following an outburst of abusive remarks from a member of the public, the Clerk advised that the meeting should be suspended/closed if attendees continue to be disruptive.
A member of the public requested a retrospective payment for a bill he paid to have the work undertaken to the tree.  A copy of the invoice paid has been received by the Parish Council.  
A member of the public was reminded that if he wishes to record the meeting permission should be sought first. 

284	Co-option of Councillor
The Council has received an application to join the Parish Council.  The Councillors asked the applicant why she wishes to join the Parish Council and how she would represent the constituents.  The Chairman reminded the applicant of the obligation of the Councillors to attend the Meetings to which they are summoned.  The public and applicant left the meeting in line with the co-option policy in order to allow Councillors to discuss the application.  Cllr Haynes proposed the applicant seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed.  Resolved.  Cllr Kay was welcomed to the Council.  Relevant paperwork (Acceptance of Office/Dpi form) signed as required.  

285	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllr Dodd declared an interest in item 10d.

286	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 15th March 2023
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Dodd proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the meeting, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

287 	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
Grant payments for the coronation celebrations – Cllr Dodd confirmed that the Ash celebrations will be inclusive for the Ward. Tilstock events will be held with the Bowling Club, hall and pub combining activities – fliers and banners to be displayed. Cllr Thompson gave an overview of the events planned for Tilstock for the Sunday.  

288	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin was absent.

289 	Correspondence
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to inc briefing note on changes to national policy
Road Closure:  Ash Parva to Ightfield Start Date: 9th May 2023 End Date: 18th May 2023
Purpose: Surface Dressing Site N04 Surface Dressing Works to Include:- Dressing Works - 09/05/2023-11/05/2023 Lining Works - 18/05/2023 (STOP/GO) PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE WORKS ARE WEATHER DEPENDENT AND THEREFORE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council Works Promoter Ref: UJ212SD-N04-1
Enforcement pattern for Ash Parva to Ightfield: Monday - Friday 09:30 - 16:00
Noted. 
NSAC meeting: Cllr W Allen or Cllr W Kay to attend.

290 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
23/00911/FUL  (validated: 20/03/2023)
Address:  Land At Twemlows Hall, Ash Lane, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of mixed equine and agricultural building including change of use of land
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DRQUVQ8TDMU100&data=05%7C01%7C%7C236b311064fd43d87a7a08db2975552e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638149356130413932%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xLTGB2uerTbHp5mgBfRe%2BAkcrRRcRid2i0wXzBTLtVc%3D&reserved=0
Councillors discussed the two applications.  Cllr W Allen Cllr J Dodd all in favour of supporting the application.

23/00966/FUL  (validated: 20/03/2023)
Address:  Land At Twemlows Hall, Ash Lane, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Application under Section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the Erection of mixed equine and agricultural lean-to building (retrospective)
View online at:  https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DRQYKXTTDMWU00&data=05%7C01%7C%7C236b311064fd43d87a7a08db2975552e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638149356130413932%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E9pTdO6RhmSoaI6MGrP6xisvWeV%2F56%2FzfUcllWj9TaY%3D&reserved=0
All Councillors voted in favour of supporting proposed by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. 

b) Decisions:
23/00211/VAR  (validated: 18/01/2023)
Address:  The Bracknell, 16 Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DR
Proposal:  Variation of Condition 2 (approved drawings) attached to planning permission 22/01075/FUL Erection of Detached Dwelling and Garage
Decision:  Grant Permission


New applications received post agenda publication were noted. Clerk to request an extension for comments or will submit under delegated authority if the request is declined. 
23/01336/OUT Land North 13 Ash Magna Whitchurch Shropshire
A further application was noted: 23/01417/HMR Hillcrest: to remove a 25m section of hedge to improve visibility.

291	Housekeeping 
a) 	Play area inspections			
Ash inspection report received via email. Tisltock’s report was received via hard copy

b) 	Land registrations – update 
The Clerk gave an update as provided by Hibberts. The Solicitor has requested further information regarding the application to register land as a village green. This has been provided. 

c)	Advertising – to consider costs  		
Councillors agreed to take  this matter forward for future discussion. 

d)	SmartWater rollout – to discuss future events/distribution
The Clerk confirmed that the Team has been out and about in Prees Heath and Tilstock delivering kits – 27 more kits have now been registered. An email will be sent to the school to tell parents that the kits will be available at the coronation events.

e)	Annual Parish Meeting/Meet your Councillors event – to agree the date(s)
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 2nd May 2023 before the Annual Meeting of the Pairsh Council.  
Meet your councillors event – Councillors discussed possible format/means of identification/ meetings to be held by ward. Councillors discussed attending existing events and agreed to source name badges for Councillor identification.  

292	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention
A41/A49 roundabout – signage taken out by a drunk driver has not been replaced – debris has not been removed – Clerk to report. 
School parking is hampering visibility for cars exiting the hall car park – Cllr Thompson suggested double yellow lines would assist.   Parents do not use the hall car park, parking instead on the road.
Councillors agreed that they should be encouraged to use the hall car park.  The verges are being ruined by people parking on them.  
To contact the school to remind them. To also report to Highways again. To check if the 20mph zones outside the schools will be implemented. Increased numbers in the school have made the parking issues worse. Request mirrors – Shropshire council. Cllr Thompson suggested that the Parish Council needs to make the requests in order to ensure that responsibility lies with Shropshire Council for any accidents which may occur if there is a clear trail of requests. 

ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
It was reported that mowing has started today in Ash.

iii) Ash War Memorial – maintenance – to consider quote for base repairs
Cllr Dodd recommended that a quote for work be sourced from a local resident.  To provide details to the Clerk.  The Clerk presented one quote obtained so far. Three will be needed in total.  The initial quote was for £1580.  To take forward for further discussion once more quotes have been obtained. 

iv) Ash Parva – installation of 30mph/VAS update
This has been scheduled by Highways for completion in April.

293 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation for information/approval 
Councillors confirmed that they have received copies of financial reports and bank statements. Cllr A  Allen proposed that the reconciliation be signed as accurate, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. 
b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Thompson proposed all payments be approved, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. 	
	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/30/22
	Employee
	Salary
	£580.84
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	02/04/23
	Employee
	PAYE recharge
	£28.20
	100586
	LGA 1972 s112

	03/04/23
	A Davies-Jones
	Re-issue of 100585 to Wrenals for electrictal work at Tilstock Hall
	£3668.91
	100587
	LG Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	03/04/23
	A Davies-Jones
	Re-issue of 100582 for defib cabinet wiring
	£180.00
	100588
	PHA 1936 s234

	03/04/23
	A Davies-Jones
	Re-issue of 100583 for defib cabinet wiring
	£180.00
	100589
	PHA 1936 s234

	03/04/23
	J Dodd
	Re-imbursement for historic tree work
	£200
	100590
	HA 1980 s142

	03/04/23
	Tilstock Village Hall
	Coronation grant
	£500
	100591
	LGA 1972 s137

	03/04/23
	Ash Parish Rooms
	Coronation grant
	£500
	100592
	LGA 1972 s137



c) Defibrillators – to discuss/approve purchasing additional units/feedback from Prees Heath car park site visit and location search at Ash Parva pond/ Brown Moss
The Clerk provided quotes for units and fixing recommendations. For areas without buildings/electrical supplies, fit for purpose metal stands are recommended for insulated cabinets.  Cllr Blyth proposed purchasing two units, for the Bowling and Tennis Club and Horseshoes Pub, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. Clerk to order.  

Cllr Dodd left the meeting.
 
d)	Request for compensation for tree work undertaken in 2020 at Ash Parva pond
Councillors discussed the work undertaken and considered a previous decision made.  
Cllr Haynes proposed payment for the work retrospectively.  Cllr Hunter seconded the proposal.  A proviso should be given for the future ie that the Council’s Financial Regulations must be followed and work must be commissioned by only the parish council not residents. This will be a gesture of goodwill payment with the caveat that this cannot be done in the same way in future or any expenditure will not be covered by the Parish Council.  If a Councillor commissions work not approved by the Parish Council they will be solely liable. Proposed by Cllr Blyth, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. 


e)	Dog waste bin request/quote for consideration – members of the public left the meeting
A request for a dog waste bin for Tilstock has been submitted to Shropshire Council. 

f)	Advertising – to take forward

g)	Commemorative tree/sign quote – The Clerk is sourcing new quotes. 

h)	Preparation for year end 
The Clerk reported that she has started the Internal Audit process.

i)	VAT reclaim – confirmation of reclaim submission 
The Clerk has submitted a claim for £2550.48. 
The Clerk further reported that the Council will received £50,83.67 Neighbourhood Fund money in April. 

294 	Agenda items for the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
Gated Community scheme

Members of the public left the meeting.

294	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches

b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature

Councillors discussed the abusive disruptive behaviour in the public session.  It was agreed that no public session would be held in May during the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council which will follow the Annual Parish Meeting. 
There being no further matters to discuss the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:57pm.
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