

WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held remotely via Zoom on Monday 1st June 2020


Acting Chairman:

Cllr S Power
Councillors Present: 
Cllr J Dodd; Cllr T Hunter;  Cllr P Blyth; Cllr S Taylor; Cllr R Butler;  
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce
32/20
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
Cllr Power (Vice Chairman) chaired the Meeting; Cllr A Allen was unable to attend the Meeting.  Apologies were received from Cllr A Allen, Cllr R Thornhill. Cllr W Allen was absent.  No requests had been received from Members of the public wishing to attend the Meeting.  Cllr Power welcomed everyone to the Meeting.


33/20
To approve and formally accept the Coronavirus Potocol (agreed remotely) & Remote Meeting Protocol 
Cllr Dodd proposed formally adopting the Coronavirus Protocol which had been put in place in March in order to ensure business continuity during the pandemic.  Cllr Butler seconded the proposal. All agreed. Resolved. 

Cllr Butler proposed formally adopting the Remote Meeting Protocol, seconded by Cllr Hunter, all agreed. Resolved. 

34/20
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct

Declarations of pecuniary interests were declared in the White Lion funding application by Cllrs Hunter, Taylor and Dodd. 

Dispensations were granted to Cllr A Allen and Cllr Thornhill being unable to attend Meetings via Zoom.

35/20
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd March 2020
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the March Meeting. Cllr Dodd proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Taylor, all agreed.  Resolved. 

536/20
Finance:
a) Year End Cash book Accounts 2019-20 – For information/approval
Cllr Hunter proposed approving the year end accounts as presented by the Clerk, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed.  Resolved. 
b)
To receive the Internal Auditor’s report on 2019-20 Accounts 

Councillors acknowledged receipt of the report.  Cllr Hunter proposed its acceptance, seconded by Cllr Power. All agreed.  Resolved.  No items of concern were raised or action required. 

c)
Completion of the 2019-20 AGAR & Annual Governance Statement for submission to the External Auditor
Councillors reviewed the Annual Governance document and completed it positively.  Cllr Hunter proposed submitting the completed document to the External Auditor, seconded by Cllr Taylor. All agreed.  Resolved. 

Councillors inspected the completed Accounting Statements. Cllr Hunter proposed approving the document and its submission to the External Auditor, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. Resolved. 

d)
To ratify payments made since 2nd March 2020 – as listed below

Councillors reviewed the list of payments made since the March Meeting to ensure business continuity. All payments were expected and in line with the budget.  They were proposed for approval by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr Hunter, all agreed. Resolved.  In addition there have been three standing order salary payments of £418.94 on 30/03/20, 30/04/20 and 01/06/20. There were proposed for approval by Cllr Taylor, seconded by Cllr Dodd. All agreed.  Resolved. 
e)
To receive a funding application from The White Lion Public House
Councillors acknowledged receipt of an application for funding from the White Lion for £2,400. The application is for funding to provide four sheds for customers use for dining during the coronavirus pandemic once pubs are allowed to re-open to aid business continuity. Councillors considered the application and concluded that insufficient evidence had been provided to permit a decision.  The Clerk was asked to request more information: 

1 As per the terms of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council's Grant Funding applications, 3 quotes should be provided.  

2 Confirmation as to whether any type of planning or building control applications will be necessary.  

3 Details of the lighting and heating scheme proposed. 

4 Proposed layout: 2 of the sheds are directly adjacent to each other and Members queried how social distancing could be maintained with customers entering/leaving the sheds at a safe distance.  

5 Have any other types of structures been considered such as gazebos (with side panels) which would made of materials more suited to deep cleaning - they expressed the view that wood, even painted with a plastic coated paint, would be difficult to adequately cleanse.

6 How many customers is it envisaged can be accommodated in the sheds and what is the proposed turnaround time between customers to permit cleaning/airing of the sheds?

7 Councillors expressed support of the intentions behind the application however they have queried the long term prospects/viability of the installation. On this basis they queried if a less permanent style structure might be more suitable. Evidence that the sheds will provide a long term benefit to the White Lion - ie is it envisaged that the sheds will be used in the Autumn/Winter periods – was requested.  
The Council Members appreciated that the application was put forward at short notice and would like to give an opportunity to expand upon the information provided to allow proper consideration of the request.  Information was requested by 8th June. Councillors decided that an Extraordinary Meeting should be convened shortly thereafter to return an response by 17th June.  Proposed by Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. Resolved. 
f)
To acknowledge receipt of the Precept of £22,239 and Neighbourhood Fund Money of £18654.12
The Clerk informed the Councillors that the annual precept and Neighbourhood Fund money had been received on 22/04/20. Noted. 

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of Expenditure

	09/04/20
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£146.03
	100421
	Parish Councils Act 1957s3

Highways Act 1980 s301

	13/03/20
	RBL
	Lamp post poppies
	£60.00
	100422
	LGA 1972 s111

	21/05/20
	SALC
	Affiliation
	£636.13
	100423
	LGA 1972 s143

	21/05/20
	Dr R Thompson
	Defibrillator pads
	£39.48
	100424
	Public Health Act 1936 s234

	21/05/20
	M Joyce
	Defibrillator pads
	£39.48
	100425
	Public Health Act 1936 s234

	21/05/20
	Zurich
	Insurance
	£784.44
	100426
	LGA 1972 s140/A

	20/05/20
	SDH Accounting
	Internal Audit
	£175.00
	100427
	LGA 1972 s151

	Date of Payment
	Payee
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	
	

	24/04/20
	Shropshire Council
	Precept & Neighbourhood Fund
	£ 22,239 +

£18,654.12
	
	LG Finance Act 1992 s41


37/20
Housekeeping
a)
To formally receive and adopt the following policies and protocols for 2020-21


- circulated to Councillors via email and made available to view on the website:

· Risk Assessment; 
· Standing Orders

· Model Publication Scheme; 

· Press and Media Relations Policy; 
· Financial Regulations; 
· Code of conduct; 

· Grant giving policy; 

· Business resilience scheme; 

· Email acceptable use policy; 

· Privacy Policy; 

· Complaints procedure; 

· Document Retention Policy; 

· Correspondence Policy; 

· Security Breach Protocol; 

· Communications Policy

· GDPR Consent forms and privacy notices

· Coronavirus Protocol

· Retention of documents policy 

· Correspondence Policy 

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the above policies. Cllr Hunter proposed accepting all policies and protocols for formal adoption, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed.  Resolved. 
b)
Confirmation of Meeting dates/venues for 2020: To confirm that until Government directives dictate otherwise all Meetings called will be conducted via remote platforms.  Public Meetings (once permitted) will be held at Ash Parish Rooms.

Councillors agreed to abide by the published Meeting dates, to hold Meetings remotely as required and to convene Extraordinary Meetings as necessary.  

c)
To review/confirm Clerk’s membership of SLCC and the Councils’ membership of SALC
Affiliations to both organisations were proposed by Cllr Hunter, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. Resolved.

d)
Vacancies (Tilstock Ward) – to confirm current vacancies

There are currently 3 vacancies for the Tilstock Ward. Elections are due in 2021. Councillors decided to continue to advertise the vacancies although acknowledged that in the absence of physical Meetings co-opting candidates at this time could prove difficult.
38/20

Planning

All planning applications are currently being dealt with via delegated authority 

(as per Coronavirus protocol) 

A list of decisions submitted since the March Meeting will be published alongside the Minutes.

It was noted that the Planning Officer Graham French has not responded to the Council’s request to be included in the list of consultees for the Whitchurch anaerobic digester application. Councillors will submit a response.  


There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at  7.57pm.
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