


Chairman:	Cllr R ThornhillWHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:	Cllr T Blyth; Cllr W Allen; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr W Kay; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr R Thomspon; Cllr A Allen; Cllr L Loweth; Cllr M Haynes
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr G Dakin 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd October 2023 at
Ash Village Hall at 7:00 pm

354	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation (no decisions to be taken)
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:15pm. There were five members of the public in attendance.   Unitary Cllr Dakin attended the Meeting. Apologies were received from Cllr M Richardson. 
A representative from the Parachute Club attended the Meeting to discuss complaints received recently.  He confirmed that the Club can operate Monday to Saturday between 9am and 9pm.  They have strict fly zones which must be complied with. He gave an overview of the types of planes used and plans for new ones.  They cannot fly over large conurbations.  They can make 2 thousand flights per annum but do not currently do half as many.  They employ 30 part time staff, all of whom live within 15 miles of the centre.  Cllr Thornhill confirmed that the Parish Council cannot deal with noise complaints, that falls to Shropshire Council with the exception of aircraft noise which comes under the Civil Aviation Authority. The representative was thanked for attending and for giving such a comprehensive overview of the Club’s operations. 

355	Co-option of Councillor – to consider applications/co-opt Councillor for the Ash Ward
Councillors confirmed receipt of the application form received.  The applicant was invited to give an overview of herself and why she wishes to become a Councillor.  The members of the public were asked to leave whilst Councillors discussed the application.  They were invited to return for the vote. Cllr Haynes proposed Mrs Martin for co-option, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Martin was welcomed to the Council representing the Ash Ward.  Declaration of acceptance of office form completed. Dpi form to be returned to the Monitoring Officer. 

356	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations or requests for dispensations were received.

357	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 4th September 2023 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft minutes of the last meeting. Cllr Kettle proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Loweth, all agreed. Resolved.  The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.

358 	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

359 	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin reported that the Ash Parva VAS has been installed. £10k has now been received by Shropshire Council from the anaerobic digester in Whitchurch as per their planning conditions.  Councillors were asked how they wish to see this spent. Cllr Dakin to arrange a site visit with Highways.  Cllrs Thornhill and Kettle to attend. Cllr Dakin reported that Shropshire Council is making efforts to catch up with their outstanding grass cutting.  They are due to partner with neighbouring councils to work as partners to achieve mutual benefit. They are still on course to make savings this year.  

360	Correspondence To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email inc: SALC AGM; NALC updates; SC Tree scheme; Courses and training; 
An email was acknowledged regarding the Parish Council’s use of the notice board in Ash Parva. Cllr Allen confirmed that he does display agendas on the board and has included a sign to direct people to the Parish Council’s website to view documents. The board is not large enough to display all of the community notices and parish council documents. This notice board was provided by the developer of the new houses in Ash following a request at the resident’s meeting held to gauge local opinion about the proposed development.  A statement to provide a community notice board was included in the design statement provided by the agent. The notice board is not a Parish Council notice board.  The Parish Council has 3 boards across the parish in Ash Magna, Tilstock and Prees Heath.  Notices are displayed in these as well as on the website to comply with regulations.  Councillors agreed that notices would be displayed in Ash Parva if there is space to accommodate them however emphasis will be placed on displaying notices in the Parish Council’s own notice boards. 

361 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)

a) Applications: 
23/03941/FUL  (validated: 14/09/2023)
Address:  Ivy House, 2 The Meadows, Ash Parva, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EU
Proposal:  Erection of rear extension above existing balcony
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S0KSWFTDJW100
Councillors considered the application and agreed that here would be no issues overlooking other properties.  No comments from neighbours have been posted online.  Cllr Thornhill proposed a neutral response with no reasons to object, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. 

b) Decisions:
23/02981/FUL  (validated: 18/07/2023)
Address:  Park Cottage, 15 Hollins Lane, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NU
Proposal:  Erection of replacement dwelling and detached garage
Decision:  Grant Permission

Reference:  23/03374/OUT  (validated: 01/08/2023)
Address:  Navarac, Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JU
Proposal:  Outline application of the erection of a single storey residential unit to include access (revised scheme)
Decision:  Grant Permission

Reference:  23/03388/FUL  (validated: 02/08/2023)
Address:  Chapel Cottage, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DT
Proposal:  Erection of single garage
Decision:  Grant Permission

23/02941/FUL  (validated: 18/07/2023)
Address:  Lea Hall Farm, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4NP
Proposal:  Installation of an additional 50KW of ground mounted solar panels
Decision:  Grant Permission

362	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations – update		
No update.

b)	Advertising			
Cllr Haynes to take forward.

c)	SmartWater rollout – to discuss 		
The Clerk reported that the SmartWater team has visited Ash today and has registered a further 13 kits.  To revisit in a few weeks. Councillors considered how best to roll out more kits with future events.  Posters to be put into notice boards. Action:  Clerk to forward logos for posters. 

d)	Place Plans – to update				
The Clerk reported that the updates are behind going live due to some Towns and Parishes not having returned their information by the August deadline.  The Place Plan officer will provide an update in due course. All of WRPC’s items have been included. 

e) 	Community engagement – feedback	
Nothing to report.

f)	Facebook 					
Cllr Kettle to meet with another Parish Council to discuss how they have set up and use their Facebook page. 

g)	Poppies					
Councillors agreed to display the lamp post poppies in Tilstock and Ash two weeks prior to the end of October. 

h)	Wreaths
The Clerk confirmed that 2 wreaths have been ordered and reminded Councillors of the collection details.  There is no guidance as to how long wreaths should be displayed for.   A cheque is required for collection.  Cllr A Allen to collect both wreaths. Cllr Haynes proposed giving a donation of £50, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. Resolved. To be paid from Chairman’s expenses allowance. 

363	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention 
The light outside the Old School House and illuminated signs are still not working. Action: Clerk to chase Shropshire Council. 

ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns: Tilstock car park hedge
Councillors have inspected the hedge and could find no issue. 

iii) Ash War Memorial – maintenance – to consider quote for base repairs
The Clerk has chased a second quote, requesting it for today however it is still outstanding. 

iv)	Finger post repairs 
The Clerk has contacted the company which previously gave a quote and has provided all of the details again.  An acknowledgement has been received.  

v)	Noticeboards
Following a recent incident with one of the doors becoming loose due to rotten wood, Cllr Blyth requested a budget be allocated for a new, larger aluminium board. Cllr Loweth proposed £1k, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Cllr Blyth to source. 

vi)	Road Closure:  Unnamed Road Steel Heath to Coton Start Date: 27th November 2023 End Date: 6th December 2023
Purpose: Pre Dressing Patching Works Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council Works Promoter Ref: UJ212PDP-596763-1
Enforcement pattern for Unnamed Road Steel Heath to Coton: Monday - Friday 08:00 - 17:00
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=135745445

vii)	SC Confirmation of funds received from the anaerobic digester plant for passing places – to discuss – Discussed under item 359. 

viii)	Playground inspections – to raise matters requiring attention
Tilstock – zip wire chain cover needs attention: Cllr Thompson to attend to.
Ash – Cllr Kettle to liaise with the Village Hall committee to discuss the zip wire. 

364 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Councillors confirmed receipt of the accounting reports and statements. Cllr A Allen proposed approval of the bank reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Thornhill all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Kay proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. Resolved. 

	Date
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/09/23
	Employee
	Salary
	£580.84
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	18/09/23
	PKF Littlejohn
	External Audit
	£378.00
	100632
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/09/23
	MedUK Group Ltd
	Defib unit, stand, cabinet (Ash Parva)
	£1918.80
	100633
	PHA 1936 s234

	27 /09/23
	D Talbot
	Repairs to Ash Magna noticeboard
	£
	100634
	LGA 1972 s112

	16/09/23
	BT
	Broadband provision to Halls
	£55.56
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	12/09/23
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	02/10/23
	Royal British Legion
	Poppy Wreaths
	£
	100635
	Chairman’s expenses

	Date 
	Name
	Receipt
	Amount
	
	

	08/09/23
	HMRC
	VAT reclaim
	£6,438.03
	
	



c) Defibrillators – to consider quotes for Prees Heath installation
The Clerk informed the Councillors that she now has the approved list of electrical contractors from Shropshire Council and has requested 3 quotes, as required by Shropshire Council.  Only one has been in touch so far and requires access to the building in order to check the main board.  This is in process. New pads have been ordered for the Ash defib as they are due to expire in November. 

d)	Neighbourhood Fund spend
The Clerk confirmed that all items put forward for the Tilstock Ward for approval to Shropshire Council have been deemed as suitable.  All spending must be on items which will be of economic benefit to the wider community in perpetuity. 
The Clerk reported that if a request is received for funding to resurface the Ash Hall car park, neighbourhood fund money could be used and the Council could use Shropshire Council’s contractors which will have been through Shropshire Council’s procurement process. 
The Clerk further confirmed that land could be purchased with neighbourhood fund money if it was considered to be of benefit to the community. 

e)	External Audit – conclusion of audit
The conclusion of audit notice has been received and published. Two figures required minor adjustment to re-allocate two PAYE payments to Staff costs from all other payments. 

f)	PlusNet – cancellation of services/refund
The Clerk has received confirmation of the cancellation of the PlusNet broadband service. Charges post contract end had been levied. This will be refunded. 

g)	Signs – to approve expenditure
The Clerk requested approval to purchase a sign for the car park and smaller ones for the defibrillators. A budget of £150 was proposed by Cllr Blyth, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. 

365 	Agenda items for the November Meeting
2024-25 budget
The members of the public and Cllr Dakin left the Meeting. 

366	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
No matters were raised. 
b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
Cllr Blyth gave an update relating to a staffing matter.  Letters to relevant parties will be sent out shortly.  
Councillors discussed the use of email for Council matters.  All emails circulated should be copied to all Councillors.  

There being no other matters for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at  8:45pm.
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