

Chairman:
Cllr R Thornhill

Cllrs Present:
Cllr R Thompson; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr M Richardson; Cllr L Loweth; 

Cllr T Hunter; Cllr A Allen; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr T Blyth
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce

Unitary Cllr:
Cllr G Dakin
Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd January 2023 at

Ash Parish Rooms at 7:15pm

249
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation (no decisions to be taken)
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting declaring it open at 7:15pm and wished all present a Happy New Year. 
Apologies were received from Cllr W Allen
One member of the public attended the Meeting. The member of the public queried the complaints policy. The Clerk confirmed that the policy is on the website. The member of the public is to resend an email which does not appear to have been received. 
250
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  
No declarations nor requests for dispensations were received.

251
Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 5th December 2022 

(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Haynes proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

252 
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

No matters were raised. 

253 
Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions

Shropshire Council is raising the Council Tax by 4.9%  which will equate to c£7pm per band D household. Services are having to be cut to find additional funds in order to present a balanced budget.  No cuts can be made to adult and child social care.  
He has queried the whereabouts of the £10k given to Shropshire Council to install passing places as a result of the aerobic digester.  Shropshire Council is unable to locate the funds. Cllr Dakin has requested that the work is done instead if they can’t locate the funds.  

254 
Correspondence

To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email 
No items were raised for consideration. 

255 
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications:
22/05483/FUL  (validated: 06/12/2022) (revised scheme)
Address:  4 New Farm Cottages, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4ER
Proposal:  Erection of two storey side extension, single storey front and rear extensions to dwelling (

Councillors discussed the new application although Councillor agreed that this looks very similar to a previous application.  It was noted that the applicant is waiting another ecology report.  No neighbour objections noted. Cllr Dodd expressed support for the application. Councillors agreed that it can be very hard to work out what the changes are.  Cllr Dodd proposed supporting the application, seconded by Richard, all agreed. 
Clerk to request clarity on the application title as to what the changes are. 

b) 
Decisions:  

22/04998/OUT  (validated: 04/11/2022)
Address:  Land North 13 Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, TF9 3QN
Proposal:  Outline Application (all matters reserved) for the erection of one dwelling and associated hard and soft external works following demolition of existing garage outbuilding
Decision:  Refuse
Noted.

256 
Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention
Cllr Thornhill reported poor state of road in Ash Lane – resurfacing work was due to take place in the Autumn.  All of the potholes previously filled have reappeared. The side of road has broken away.  The road is in a poor condition from village to the stud.  
Cllr Allen reported a deep pothole on Hollingwood. The Clerk requested a location map in order to report it.
A query was raised as to whether bus routes should be gritted during icy weather – Cllr Dakin to ask for gritting priorities. Grit bins are supplied for smaller roads.  The grit bin in Tilstock car park needs refilling. The grit bin by the War Memorial in Ash needs replacing (broken) and filling.

ii) Pond safety – to discuss 

Cllr Thornhill reminded Councillors of the recent accident where 4 children drowned in Solihull. He asked Councillors to reconsider the safety aspect of open water.  Councillors discussed the depth of the pond and what type of signage is present.  Councillors discussed the safety of children.  A professional annual safety inspection is undertaken. Councillors agreed to ask Cllr W Allen to check the current signage and safety rings.  Safety in open water is discussed in schools.  Cllr Thornhill asked if more action is needed.  Councillors suggested a letter is sent to Tilstock raising concerns following the tragedy asking if instruction is given.  

iii) 2023 Meeting dates – to confirm dates and locations of meetings

Clerk to confirm. 

257 
Finance:

a)
Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Councillors confirmed receipt of banking reports and copy statements. Cllr Blyth proposed that the bank reconciliation be signed off as accurate, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed.  Resolved. 

b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Loweth proposed that all payments be approved, all agreed. Resolved.  


c)
Grounds maintenance contract quote

Cllr Loweth proposed the quote for annual grounds maintenance be accepted from KG Landscaping, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Action: Clerk to appoint and check that weed spraying in Tilstock car park is included in the schedule.  

	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/12/22
	Employee
	Salary
	£580.64
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	03/1/23
	Employee
	PAYE reimbursement
	£19.80
	100557
	LGA 1972 s112

	01/12/22
	KG Landscaping
	Ash grounds maintenance
	£1962.00
	100558
	PHA 1875 s164; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	01/12/22
	KG Landscaping
	Tilstock Grounds maintenance
	£1362.00
	100559
	PHA 1875 s164; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	03/01/23
	Employee
	Salary adj payment
	£35.52
	100560
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/12/22
	Plusnet
	Hall broadband
	£26.40
	Dd
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	16/01/23
	Plusnet
	Hall broadband
	£23.20
	Dd
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19


d) Defibrillators – to discuss purchasing additional units
The Clerk confirmed that the replacement cabinets have been ordered. Once they arrive she will advise Cllr Loweth for collection/installation. 
The Clerk is still chasing Shropshire Council regarding a site visit with a view to installing a unit at Prees Heath.Cllr Loweth proposed purchasing a unit for Ash Parva, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Action: Clerk to order.  Location to be decided/approved. 
Other areas in the parish were considered for additional units for example: Brown moss. The NF working group will look into other potential locations. Training and guardians were discussed. The 

cabinets are kept locked for security and to ensure that people obtain medical assistance prior to using the units.   A training video is on the website for information. 

b) Budget – to approve the budget for 2023-24
Councillors reviewed the proposed budget and suggested a precept request to return a 0% increase on a Band D property. Acceptance of the budget was proposed by Cllr Loweth, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed.  The Shropshire Council increase was noted. Councillors discussed keeping it the same agreeing the need to keep an eye on rising costs over the coming year and to ensure that the precept covers all operational costs.  Aiming to lower reserves by buying assets prior to year end.   
f)
To discuss/agree the Precept requirement for 2023-24

Cllr Blyth proposed requesting a precept of £25,966 giving a 0% increase to a band D property, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. 
258 
Agenda items for the next Ordinary Meeting to be held on 6th February 2023 at Tilstock Village Hall; Defibrillators  
There being no further business to consider the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 20:15pm.

