WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Tilstock Village Hall on Monday 2nd October 2017 



Chair:


Cllr T Hunter

Councillors Present: 
Cllr J Dodd; Cllr W Allen; Cllr A Allen; Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler; Cllr R Thornhill

Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1 Chair’s welcome & announcements 

Cllr Hunter welcomed everyone to the Meeting opening proceedings at 7:15pm

2 Public participation 
Three members of the public attended the Meeting.  A member of the public queried whether a letter from the Chair of the Village Hall had been received by the Chair of the Parish Council.  It has not been received by the Chair.  This related to a previous letter raising concerns regarding the installation costs of the defibrillator and querying the emails received from the PC in relation to the defibrillator. (Cllr W Allen joined the Meeting at 7:25pm).  Councillors confirmed that when the Parish Council had taken the decision to purchase the defibrillators they had agreed not to pay for the installation of the defibrillators – this was to be covered by the Halls who benefit from annual grants towards maintenance costs from the Parish Council, on the assumption that the Village Halls would want to accept the defibrillators.  Ash Parish Room paid for the installation of its defibrillator.  Cllr Dodd queried if Tilstock Village Hall Committee wants the defibrillator or if they would prefer it to be relocated, having refused the opportunity of having it in the first instance last December?   Councillors suggested that if the Village Hall Committee want the Parish Council to pay for the invoice forwarded to the Clerk from Barlows for the installation costs then this will be deducted from next year’s annual grant.  Councillors agreed that there has been a large amount of confusion regarding this matter, particularly because the Parish Council was under the impression that the Bowling Club had accepted the item and were due to install it at the Club following the Clerk’s confirmation that it would be covered under the Parish Council’s insurance policy.  The Council Members had been very surprised to discover it had been installed without reference to the Council at the Village Hall, although delighted that it was finally being put to use for the benefit of the community, which had been the initial intention.  The Clerk was asked to write to the Village Hall Committee and clarify the above. 
Mr Ellison informed Councillors that Shropshire Council has appointed Kier as its new Highways maintenance contractor.  He queried if the money will be spent on the highways?  Penalty fines have been issued to Ringway - has this money been redirected to the roads? He reported that he has undertaken repairs to the bank outside Brook Farm following kerbing installation works.  Going to bill Shropshire Council for the works he has carried out.  He reported that 75 litres of diesel has been dumped near Brook Farm in the hedge.  He reported further dumping locally. The drains have still not been seen to. Clerk confirmed location and photo was sent to illustrate the whereabouts of the drain outside The Roundhouse.  
Mr Parker raised an enforcement issue which has been reported by the Clerk. 
Mr Humphreys, a resident in Ash raised the notice that a signal mast is to be erected in Ash – 24 metres high –Requested that the Council makes an objection to the case officer, Oliver Thomas, as soon as possible. The application was submitted by Airband.  Site notice is not visibly displayed.  

3 To receive apologies/note absences

Apologies were received from Cllr Dakin. 

4 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation 
Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct:  None  received.

5 Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th September 2017 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting.    Cllr Dodd proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed.  The Chair duly signed the Minutes. 

6 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
Cllr Power raised a matter relating to the pond in Ash Parva which was discussed at the previous meeting. Cllr Dodd confirmed that Grocontinental had donated a new liner.  

7 Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ reports: Cllr Thornhill gave a report as below:
b)
Unitary Councillor: Site Visit A525: Cllr Thornhill attended a meeting with Cllr Dakin, Dave Gradwell, Cllr Steve Davenport and Mr Chris Weaver.  All those present at the site meeting agreed that speeding is a problem on this stretch of road which has a 60mph limit.   Cllr Davenport proposed that a 50mph limit be imposed from the Waymills roundabout to the county boundary. Cllr Dodd proposed that the Clerk writes to Highways to request this measure be put forward (copying Cllr Davenport and Cllr Dakin) in light of the accident history of this section of road.  It was further proposed that the Clerk also writes to Chris Weaver to request the removal of hedges to improve sight lines for the safety of the users of the fisheries and staff to make the entrances more visible. This proposal was seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed.  Resolved.

8 Housekeeping

a)
Police report (if available) – The Clerk reported that she has emailed about the dumped car, one way system and parking – no response as yet (also reported to Highways & Street scene team). Cllr A Allen reported back from a meeting that John Campion had attended.  
b) 
Website – To consider items for inclusion:  Clerk reported that new information has been added recently under governance.
c) 
Training – SALC sessions available for Councillors: circulated by email

9
Correspondence
a)
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated by the Clerk via email: including bulletins from SALC;  SALC AGM 28/10/17; Shropshire Economic Growth Strategy Event 02/10/17; Town and Parish Council Forum Meeting 29/09/17; Local Plan Review Bulletin; Road Safety Conference 30/09/17; Welfare Reform: The Big Debate 2 04/10/17; Shropshire Council’s draft car parking strategy consultation – not appropriate for market towns etc; National Libraries Week; Shropshire Council’s Housing Land Supply Statement; Helicopter Liaison Group meeting 03/10/17; NSAC 16th October 2017; Veolia grant funding information (see website).
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Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs:  

-
Playground: To receive and consider playground inspection reports: Cllr Dodd has inspected the playground – to forward the report to the Clerk.  
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention to include Clerk’s update on light outside Old School House, Ash Magna: light outside old school house  now working – to investigate credit for lack of power  to the light.  Shropshire Council and Scottish Power to resolve issue with illuminated signs.
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services:
-
To receive items to report for attention: 
-
To receive update of works previously requested, to include Clerk’s update on Tilstock car park matters; Tilstock traffic calming measures; Verge cutting; Drains: Clerk reported that no progress has been made in removing the dumped car; traffic calming measures: no progress to report; Verge cutting: still in disagreement with Highways over cutting schedule (no cuts appear to have been made outside the School)

-
Road Closures: To receive notifications - none
11 
Finance:
a)
Cash book & Bank reconciliation – To note/approve circulated for information
b)
To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication) 
	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:

	30/09/17
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO

	29/09/17
	Tilstock Village Hall
	Room Hire
	£25.00
	100326


Cllr A Allen proposed the Clerks salary for payment, seconded by Cllr W Allen. All agreed.
The invoice for room hire was proposed and seconded for payment by Cllrs Powers and W Allen,  all agreed, cheque duly signed.

12
 Planning: 
a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions 
Applications: 
17/04097/FUL  (validated: 21/08/2017)
Address:  Church Farm, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JL
Proposal:  Erection of ground floor side extension
Applicant: Mr C Dickenson
Councillors discussed the plans.  Councillors expressed the view that the neighbouring windows will be blocked c1.5 metres distance ie loss of light and residential amenity for the neighbouring property; neighbour objections noted.  Over development of the plot.   All agreed to object – 1 abstention.
17/04086/FUL  (validated: 06/09/2017)
Address:  Corner House, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DL
Proposal:  Conversion of single dwelling into two 3-bedroom flats (resubmission)
Applicant: Mr Tullis Matson 
No objections.  

12
 Planning:  cont
17/04443/TEL Airband proposes to install a steel lattice mast. 
Councillors agreed to consider the application in view of the tight deadlines.  The application falls under permitted development.  Councillors considered whether there would be more suitable sites available.  Clerk to respond to Shropshire Council that the Parish Council suggests that a more suitable design would be appropriate in this setting as the current proposal would be intrusive in this position  due to the height and design. Move to less intrusive site.  Councillors agreed that there are sites away from road which could be considered – perhaps 3 metres lower however more suitable.  Inappropiate in this setting. Visual impact next to footpath and at the entrance to the village.
Shropshire Council to be informed of the decisions.


Decisions: None received

13
Date of next meeting and consideration of agenda items for the next Meeting of the 
Parish Council : to be held 6th November 2017 in Ash Parish Rooms
There being no further business to discuss the Chair declared the Meeting closed at 8:38pm.
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