

Chairman:		Cllr R Thornhill	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:		Cllr W Allen; Cllr M Haynes; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr L  Loweth
		Cllr K Howell; Cllr M Richardson; Cllr W Kay; Cllr A Allen
Clerk:			Mrs M Joyce

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3rd February 2025 at
Tilstock Village Hall 

530 [bookmark: _Hlk155263358]Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
(A period of 15 minutes is allocated to permit public representations to the Council. No decisions to be taken)
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:  pm.  Apologies were received from Unitary Cllr Dakin. Unitary Cllr P Wynn stood in for Cllr Dakin. Apologies were received from Cllr A Martin.  No members of the public attended the Meeting. 
PCSO Sarah Parker attended the Meeting and gave an overview of the Council’s top priorities for the Policing Charter.  The team now has a new speed gun and hope to be out and about putting it into use in the prioritised areas soon.  PSCO Parker was asked to look into traffic using the Tilstock one way system the wrong way which is a perennial problem.  They have been keeping an eye on the School parking.

531	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllr W Allen declared an interest in the Ash Parva footpath item.

532	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 6th January 2025 
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft Minutes. Cllr Kettle proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

533	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

534 	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Wynn gave an update on planning matters. Due to the Government’s increase on housing numbers for Shropshire, the Council can no longer demonstrate a 5 year housing land supply.  This will inevitably lead to an increase in appeals.  The new swimming pool in Whitchurch, which is looking very impressive, will be opened at Easter.  Tesco wants to reduce the free parking time from 3 hours to 2.  This is being challenged.  The café an hot food outlet in Sainsbury’s is due to close.  

535 	Correspondence: To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to inc various re Ash Parva Pond; Email re path at the Meadows; Avian Flu alert; 
Initial May election information has been circulated from  SALC.
Elizabeth Landford’s Almshouse Charity has requested a new representative. Cllr Kay has volunteered to take on this role. Cllr Kay was proposed by Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved. 
Dates for the mobile policing visits have been advertised.  No nomination will be made for the Buckingham Palace Garden Party
Councillors discussed the email received from a resident regarding discussions held by Councillors about possible alterations which could be made to the path behind the pond to increase safety.  The Councillors concluded, after some discussion, that despite some continued safety concerns, no changes would be made to the current access path at this time but that the pond will continue to be monitored and safety inspections carried out.  
A second resident has been in touch regarding the Parker Allen Way. Cllr Kettle proposed, seconded by Cllr Kay, that the Clerk should write to the landowner of the path to offer to take it over, however, being mindful of maintenance costs this should be without incurring any legal costs (to be met by the landowner) to ensure that the route will be available in perpetuity.  It was noted that it will be necessary to do some work to the path to bring it back up to standard. All agreed. Resolved. 

536	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations – update		
No update. The application to register the pond area as a village green is in hand. 

b)	SmartWater rollout – update	
The Clerk informed the Council that the required percentage of kits have now been distributed in order to qualify for signage. Councillors discussed where the signage would be best placed. Action: Clerk to liaise with the SmartWater Team to arrange. 

c)	Community engagement – feedback	
Cllr Kettle reported that the Facebook page is up to date with new information being regularly updated. 

d)	Defibrillators		
The Clerk was asked to order x2 sets of spare pads, proposed by Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

537 Ward Matters 
a) Matters to report for attention / updates on reported matters/ Road closures
The Clerk was asked to purchase a replacement car park sign for Tilstock, proposed by Cllr Howell, seconded by Cllr Loweth, all agreed. Resolved. 

b) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns; Annual maintenance 
quote:  The Clerk reported that the annual maintenance quote has been accepted. 
It was noted that motorcross activity has commenced again in the Ash Ward.  Fields have been used which have public rights of way across them.  Complaints should be made to Shropshire Council. It was noted that the organisers do not routinely contact neighbours or advertise the dates properly. This can cause distress to horses and residents.  

Playgrounds: 	Playground inspection policy – update
The Councillors considered the updated policy which was circulated via email prior to the Meeting. Cllr Thornhill proposed that the Council adopts the policy in line with the new inspection arrangements in place, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. 

c) -	Playground inspection reports
The first of the new monthly inspection reports have been received and circulated to all Councillors.  Items highlighted for attention were discussed by Councillors.  
An issue with the chain link boundary fence was highlighted in the report. The Village Hall will look into this.  Cllr Haynes proposed that Ray Parry should undertake maintenance work on the zip line and entrance gate, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to commission. New bolt caps are required in Ash for the birds nest swing. Action: Clerk to order. 

- 	To consider quotes for replacement playground equipment
The Councillors discussed the quote comparison spreadsheet circulated by the Clerk. It was agreed that one contractor to do a complete job was the most feasible option. The Clerk was asked to source 1-2 additional quotes. 
The updated NF spend figures were noted. 

d)	Highways – to report concerns 
Potholes were reported by the Raven.  

e)	Street lighting – Eon checklist/quotes for new lanterns
The Councillors considered the quotes forwarded by Eon. 
Cllr Haynes proposed accepting the quote from Eon to replace some columns and to upgrade some lighting, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to accept the quote for £6082.28 + VAT.

f)	Footpaths/bridleways 
Cllr Kay to forward information regarding an overgrown path to the Clerk. 

538 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: None received at the time of posting the agenda

b)	Decisions: None received at the time of posting the agenda
One determination has come in since the agenda was posted which was noted by Councillors:

24/04714/FUL  (validated: 19/12/2024)
Address:  Skydive Tilstock, The Parachute Centre, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2HA
Proposal:  Erection of extension to existing aircraft hangar
Decision:  Grant Permission

539 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation for information/approval; Confirmation of receipt of updated accounts
The Councillors confirmed receipt of the updated spreadsheets and copies of statements. Cllr Howell proposed the approval of the reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the reconciliation report. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Richardson proposed the approval of all payments due, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Gov.uk domain name and email addresses – update
The Clerk informed the Council that the new domain name has  now been approved and is attached to the website: whitchurchrural-pc.gov.uk.  The new email addresses for Councillors have been applied for and the direct debit set up. The Clerk will advise once these are ready for use. 

d)	Funding request – Tilstock Youth Club
The application was noted. The Clerk was asked to invite the applicant to attend the next meeting. 






	Date
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	06/01/25
	Bank
	Monthly bank charges
	£6.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/01/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£665.60
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	16/01/25
	BT
	Broadband provision to Halls
	£61.73
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	13/01/25
	Hugo Fox(GoCardless)
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	January 
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£11.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	17/12/24
	MedUk Group Ltd
	Bleed kits
	£717.72
	Paid
	

	23/12/24
	Shropshire Council
	Energy 
	£377.96
	Paid
	

	08/01/25
	J Davidson
	Hedge cutting Tilstock playground
	£200.00
	Online
	

	
Date 
	
Name
	
Receipt
	
Amount
	
	

	16/01/25
	Bank 
	Interest
	£183.10
	
	




540 	Agenda items for the 3rd March 2025 Meeting (Ash)
Youth Club funding request
May Elections

541	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
No matters were raised for discussion. 

b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
No matters were raised. 
c) Staffing matters: to update contract of employment
The updated contract of employment was circulated to members of the Staffing Committee for consideration.
To take forward to March’s meeting.  

There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:40pm. 
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