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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th November at Ash Parish Rooms
Chairman:
Cllr Thornhill
Councillors:
Cllr A Allen; Cllr W Allen; Cllr P Blyth; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr L Loweth; 

Cllr M Richardson; 
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce

Unitary Cllr:
Cllr G Dakin

222
Election of the Chairman 

The Meeting was declared open at 7:15pm. Seven members of the public attended the Meeting.  
Cllr Dodd proposed Cllr Thornhill to be Chairman, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. The acceptance of office was duly signed.

223
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation (no decisions to be taken)
Apologies were received from Cllr S Taylor and Cllr M Haynes. 
A resident queried the Smartwater kits take up so far. The Clerk confirmed that 125 kits distributed so far.  Police will be doing some door to door drop offs and the Parish Council will continue to rollout the kits.

224
Co-option of Councillor

One vacancy for the Ash Ward.
Letters of application have been received from 2 prospective candidates. One applicant attended the Meeting. The Chairman outlined the responsibility of a Councillor and the importance of the ‘summons’.  The applicant withdrew from the Meeting whilst the applications were discussed.  The Councillors discussed the applications.  Councillors discussed deferring until December. After voting the majority decided to go ahead and vote, with 2 abstentions, the majority voted in favour of Clare Kettle.  Clerk to advise the successful applicant. The other applicant was informte and thanked for his application. 


225
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  
None received. 

226
Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd October 2022 

(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) 
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Dodd proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  
227
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

No matters were raised. 

228
Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions

Cllr Dakin reported that Shropshire Council will struggle to produce a balanced budget.  Cuts will have to be made. Non essential services will be targeted such as libraries. Adult and Childrens’ services take up c80% of the annual budget.  He confirmed that he has chased Highways for the report from Kier for the 30mph limit in Ash Parva.  He further advised that Shropshire Council cannot currently locate the £10k put aside for road improvements ie passing places which came from the planning conditions for the digester.  Cllr Dakin will continue to chase for either the money or solutions to the road problems.  

229 
Housekeeping 
a) 
Play area inspections

Ash playground was reported as all in good order. Tilstock was also in good order.
b) 
Land registrations – no update
c)
Defibrillators

Following recent software updates the Council has been advised that new batteries are required for both units. The software (which required updating due to the age of the units) was giving false readings on the battery life left. The cabinets are failing and have been recommended for replacement.  A quote has been received which includes a fitting charge which was considered to be high by the Councillors.  The Clerk was asked to check and compare the prices of same cabinet with other suppliers.  Quotes will also be needed to refit a cabinet. The Clerk will circulate comparatives and quotes to the Councillors prior to the next meeting. 



d)
Strategic objectives – questionnaire/leaflet 
It was reported that all of the designated questionnaires have been delivered throughout Ash Ward.  Prees Heath area is half done. Tilstock is in progress. Some completed questionnaires have been returned already.  Councillors discussed how the information will be collated. The Chairman conveyed thanks to those to have delivered the questionnaires.  Cllr Blyth will collect all returns to collate info for December meeting. 

e)
SmartWater rollout




To date two drop in events have been held to rollout the kits. The Clerk advised that the Police will also do some door to door registrations.  The Chairman reminded Councillors that the kits are strictly only residents of the parish, as the parish has paid for them.  More drop in events will be planned and kits will be available at the Parish Council meetings. 

f)
Policy reviews & re-adoption

Six policies (Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Communication Policy, Business Continuity Plan, Risk Assessment and the Code of Conduct) were given out for review by the Councillors.  Cllr Loweth proposed accepting them with no changes, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. 
230 
Correspondence

To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; Helicopter Liaison Group; 
Cllr Loweth will attend the Helicopter Liaison Group meetings. 

231 
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) 
Applications:
22/04734/FUL  (validated: 31/10/2022)
Address:  Hillcrest, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DJ
Proposal:  Application under Section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for erection of replacement domestic outbuilding for tool storage and home gym and change of use to residential curtilage
View online at:  https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DRJWYB9TDJRE00&amp;data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd0391f8eec5b4e0e64d708dabb722d65%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638028396296807067%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=sKCcHfXkVKy79sqN7oPP3D%2B2VbLhiQQBHF7l5NIzmfQ%3D&amp;reserved=0
Councillors noted that this is a retrospective application.  Neighbour objections on the grounds of noise, drainage, biodiversity, traffic, vibration; parking were noted.  
The application is for a private domestic gym however it has been suggested that other users are using the facilities – Councillors queried if this is a home gym or a business.  They agreed that a condition of planning should be that it is for private use only.  The original use was for business use. Cllr A Allen proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr R Thompson all agreed. 
22/04410/FUL  (validated: 13/10/2022)
Address:  Alkington Grange Barns, Alkington Grange, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NH
Proposal:  Change of use from holiday lets to 3 no. dwellings with no external works or alterations proposed
View online at:  https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DRIXM1XTDJA700&amp;data=05%7C01%7C%7C4660844dfe534ef013d108daad44c6f4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638012808146529497%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=51tbOy7V855%2BOozSwGcqtaP%2FcJXJ2dnqAOQUT7W%2F%2FT4%3D&amp;reserved=0
Councillors discussed the application and whether an affordable home payment would be applicable.  Cllr A Allen proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr R Thompson, all agreed.

b) 
Decisions:
22/03682/FUL  (validated: 17/08/2022)
Address:  Proposed Residential Development Land North West Of, Crabmill Meadow, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3PL
Proposal:  Erection of 3no Bungalows with garages
Decision:  Refuse

22/03788/ADV  (validated: 18/08/2022)
Address:  Roundabout Junction A41/A525/Tilstock Road, A525/Prees Road And A41 Heath Road/Prees Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erect and display five sponsorship signs placed on the A41/A525/Tilstock Road roundabout, four sponsorship signs placed on A525/Prees Road roundabout and three sponsorship signs placed on A41 Heath Road/Prees Road roundabout
Decision:  Grant Permission

232 
Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention: to enable Councillors to report environmental health/highways concerns to inc littering in Tilstock car park
The Clerk confirmed that the road sweeper has been requested for Tilstock.  Cllr A Allen suggested that despite the yellow chevrons painted outside the school parents continue to park from the Hall entrance up to the School, blocking sight lines.  Parking for the bowling club is also an issue.  Councillors queried if yellow lines might be a possibility.    Clerk to ask Highways to assess.  

It was suggested that the Parish Council’s sign to the car park has faded and a new sign needed. Tilstock Councillors will inspect it to assess need.  
Cllrs Dodd and Hunter left the meeting 8:30pm. 

ii) Feedback from any matters raised with Shropshire Council – no update

233 
Finance:

a) Bank reconciliation for information/approval 
Councillors confirmed receipt of the emailed reports.  Cllr A Allen proposed approving the bank reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed.
b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
The payments as outlined in the table below were approved for payment and ratification by Cllr Blyth, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed.
c) 
Funding requests from Tilstock Bradbury Village Hall 

Cllr Thompson gave Councillors a brief reminder of the funding request applied for by Tilstock Village Hall.  The request is for new fencing and an emergency ramp with concrete path with railings to the fire exit.  The current facility is not fit for purpose. Three quotes have now been obtained. Councillors discussed the quotes and variations within the details. The Village Hal currently has c£41k in the bank, mostly from covid grants.  Three Councillors declared that they would abstain from voting due to being involved with the Hall management.  It was confirmed that a disabled access is necessary for complying with accessibility laws.  Cllr A Allen proposed awarding the funding, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. Cllr Thompson was authorised to accept the Griffiths quote.  
	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/09/22
	Employee
	Salary
	£545.12
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	16/09/22
	PlusNet
	Ash Hall Broadband 
	£25.20
	DD
	LG Mis Prov Act 1976 s19

	28/10/22
	Employee
	Plusnet monthly charge Ash 21/09/22
	£25.50

Paid
	100545
	LGA 1972 s111

	28/10/22
	Employee
	Lamp Post Poppies

12/10/22
	£50.00

Paid
	100543
	LGA 1972 s111

	28/10/22
	Employee
	Smartwater banners

25/10/22
	64.80

Paid
	100542
	LGA 1972 s111

	28/10/22
	Employee
	HMRC PAYE

27/10/22
	£59.46

Paid
	100541
	LGA 1972 s112

	28/10/22
	Employee
	Plusnet – connection free for TBVH
	£32.39

Paid
	100544
	LGA 1972 s111

	28/10/22
	Scottish Power
	Supply – final invoice
	£178.11

Paid
	100546
	PCA 1957 s3, HA 1980 s301

	29/10/22
	ICO
	GDPR
	£35 
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/10/22
	TBVH 
	Room hire
	£40.00
	100547
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/1/22
	Eon
	Callout fee Ash Parva
	£87.88
	100548
	PCA 1957 s3, HA 1980 s301

	31/08/22
	Shropshire Council
	Energy (replaces 100534)
	£221.98
	100549
	PCA 1957 s3, HA 1980 s301

	07/11/22
	Audlem Printers
	Survey printing
	£115.00
	100550
	LGA 1972 s111

	
	MedUk
	Batteries/pads
	£462.78
	100551
	PHA 1936 s234

	07/11/22
	Employee 
	Expenses
	£129.21
	100552
	LGA 1972 s111


d)
Neighbourhood Fund spend working group terms of reference
To take forward to December.
e)
Internal audit quote £180

Councillors noted the tender for the Internal tender. Cllr Blyth proposed accepting the tender, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed.  

234 
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
A possible breach of conditions of planning breached was discussed.  Clerk to report. 
b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature

No matters to be taken forward

235 
Agenda items for the next Ordinary Meeting to be held on 5th December 2022 at Tilstock Village Hall
Appointment of  a Vice chairman; Budgets 
There being no further business for discussion the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:53 pm.

