

WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 3rd February 2020


Chairman:

Cllr A. Allen
Councillors Present: 
Cllr J Dodd; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr W Allen; Cllr P Blyth; Cllr S Taylor; Cllr R Butler; Cllr S Power; 
Shropshire Councillor: 

Cllr G Dakin 
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce
11/20
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the February Meeting of the Parish Council opening at 7:15pm.  Six members of the public attended the Meeting. There were no apologies or absences.  
A resident requested that the Parish Council assist in solving the mystery of the ‘river’ which has appeared in Edgeley Bank on both sides of the lane.  The water has recently been 3 feet deep. The grid at the top appears to be blocked. Kier and Mouchel have been out to inspect the grid. The resident thinks it’s caused by a blockage between 2 grids, near to Weaver’s Farm.  The drain belongs to Shropshire Council.  This has been an issue for 3 years but the first time it has been brought to the Parish Council’s attention.  Action: Clerk to contact Highways. 


12/20
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct
Cllr A Allen reported that she is on the committee for the VE celebrations. 
13/20
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th January 2020
Cllr Power asked that the A41 accident figures be adjusted. With that agreed to, Cllr Taylor proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes.  

14/20
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

15/20
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ & Clerk’s reports – No meetings attended.



b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Dakin reported that Shropshire Council has now a dedicated customer service advisor for parish councils to report potholes.  Many complaints have been received recently about road safety issues.  Councillors discussed the Ash Road signage issues at the A41 junction and how this junction could potentially be made safer.  The sight lines coming out at Hospital Lane are better.  A potential speed reduction along this section of the A41 was considered by the Highways Department.  Cllr Dakin is to meet with Ian Walshaw tomorrow.    The A525 is having the 50mph speed reduction implemented.  The Parish Council is paying for a VAS.  
The Clerk raised the implementation of the 30mph extended limit through Ash Parva and VAS which was paid for 2 years ago.  Numerous emails which have been sent over the 2 year period have not been answered and a date for installation has yet to be given.  The Clerk was asked to report this outstanding issue to Clive Wright in the first instance, stating that the Parish Council is considering legal action for failure to provide goods which have been paid for.
The next A41 Safety Campaign Meeting is on 7th February at 3:30pm.

(a) Housekeeping
a)
Update (if available) from Parish Council Solicitor regarding proposed adoption of Ash Parva footpath, parking spaces and pond areas: No update.
Risk assessment/H & S audit in respect of the pond in Ash Parva: The Clerk has consulted the Health & Safety Department at Shropshire Council with a view to them undertaking an inspection.  They have advised that the annual playground inspection firm will be qualified to undertake the inspections as per RoSPA guidelines.  The Colerk confirmed that Playsafety can carry out an inspection along with the playgrounds in June for £65. Cllr A Allen proposed Playsafety, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed. 
b)
Restoration of historic signpost in Ash Magna : 
The Clerk confirmed that one quote has been received so far with an initial costing of c £1000 to restore the existing post. Other quotes to be sourced.

16/20
Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs to include:  

-
Playground: To receive and consider routine playground inspection reports; 
Playground inspections for both playgrounds undertaken. All confirmed as ok. 
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention; to consider additional lighting requirements. Street lighting issues have been reported in Church Close Tilstock. The lighting hasn’t been adopted by Shropshire Council and several lights are out. The Clerk has ascertained that the lights are still under the ownership of Persimmon Homes. 
-
Playground/pond inspections – to discuss annual inspection requirements: Playsafety to do annual inspections for the playgrounds and the pond.  Action: Clerk to ask about interim inspections
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services

-
A41 Safety Campaign Meeting – next meeting to be held on 7th February 2020
-
Road closures: To receive any reports 

17/20
Correspondence
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; Climate change workshop; Community led housing training; Twemlows Community solar events: Cllr Power asked if the Parish Council should attend and if it would be of interest to the Parish Council to invest. Cllr Power to attend.
Place Plans – update now online; 
BT Kiosk removal consultation – Tilstock – update: Shropshire Council has objected to the removal.   

18/20
 Planning: 
a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions 
i)
Applications: 

20/00309/FUL  (validated: 24/01/2020)
Address:  Prees Heath Woodland, Brown Moss Lane, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Creation of wildlife pond
Applicant: Shropshire Wildlife Trust 
No objections were raised.  All in favour. All agreed.


20/00279/OUT  (validated: 27/01/2020)
Address:  Proposed Agricultural Workers Dwelling East Of Abbey Farm, Tilstock, Shropshire
Proposal:  Outline application for the erection of an agricultural workers dwelling with garage to include access
Re-application of the previous application.  
Councillors discussed the application.  All agreed to support the proposals.

ii)
Decisions: 
19/04922/FUL  (validated: 13/11/2019)
Address:  Spring House, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NJ
Proposal:  Alterations in connection with reconfiguration of the property to include erection of a two storey side extension following demolition of existing single storey wrap around extension
Decision:  Refuse
19/20 
Finance:

a) Cash book & Bank reconciliation – For information/approval
Current spreadsheets were circulated for information.  The bank reconciliation was checked against statements for accuracy and approved as accurate. 
b) To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication)
All invoices and payments were proposed for approval by Cllr W Allen, seconded by Cllr R Thornhill, all agreed. 
c)
To ratify payment made by Clerk for 1st instalment of broadband costs – prop Cllr A Allen, Cllr T Blyth.  Councillors queried whether there is sufficient space in the cabinet for fibre. Clerk to clarify with Plusnet – still awaiting an appointment for installation. 
d)
Grant funding request to support VE Day celebrations in Ash – Cllr S Power led the discussion as Cllr A Allen had declared an interest, being on the committee. £500 requested. Proposed paying for the marquee £500 upon receipt of 3 written quotes.  Proposed T Hunter, seconded Cllr S Taylor all agreed. 
e)
Banking arrangements – to enable Councillors to review current banking limits – Cllr Power and the Clerk are to attend the Bank to discuss the current account limit held.  New clearing systems are causing issues to cheques being cashed faster and limits being exceeded.  To request a new higher limit is implemented, proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr W Allen. All agreed. 
Councillors considered potential areas of Neighbourhood Fund money spend. It was agreed that the following items should be in the Place Plan (new version to be checked) and costed out:
Gated community and a new notice board for Tilstock; 
Additional play equipment for tilstock.

Additional street lighting for Ash – x2

Additional street light in Tilstock  - x1

Contribution for a new toilet block in Ash village hall 

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of Expenditure

	30/12/19
	Employee
	Salary 
	£418.94
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	03/02/20
	KG Landscaping
	Grounds Maintenance
	£1554

£2262
	(Re-issue)

100408

100409
	Open Spaces Act1906ss9-10; Health Act 1980 s142

	08/01/20
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£148.05
	100410
	Parish Councils Act 1957; Health Act 1980 s301

	15/01/20
	Eon
	Installation of 2 new lights in Tilstock
	£1727.20
	100411
	Parish Councils Act 1957; Health Act 1980 s301

	27/01/20
	Securasound
	Projector and screen
	£972.85
	100412
	LG Misc Prov Act 1976 s19 

	03/02/20
	Employee
	Expenses and reimbursement of broadband costs
	£134.59
	100413
	LGA 1972 s111/2


20/20
Items for inclusion on the next agenda 

To enable Councillors to put forward items for the next agenda for the Meeting to be held on 2nd March 2020
As included above: Solar Farm; 
There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:23pm.
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