
WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on 
Monday 4th September 2017 



Chair:


Cllr T Hunter

Councillors Present: 
Cllr J Dodd; Cllr W Allen; Cllr A Allen; Cllr R Butler; Cllr R Thornhill

Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1 Chair’s welcome & announcements 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the Meeting, opening proceedings at 7:15pm. Cllr Dakin sent apologies.  There were 5 members of the public present.  
A resident from Tilstock updated councillors on the progress of the training of the community speed watch team.  7 members have been trained by West Mercia Safer Roads Partnership.  Asked with whom the team should liaise about speed signage.  It was suggested that they liaise with the Clerk.  More team volunteers are required and another training session is arranged.  Queried who from the PC will be attending the Village Hall Meetings.  Cllr Hunter confirmed that due to a lack of representation for Tilstock on the Parish Council, there is not currently a representative available to attend. However, it is hoped that when new Councillors join to represent their community the PC will be able to be represented at the Meetings.  He further confirmed that ‘one way’ system signage has been requested but not forthcoming at the moment. Permanent speed watch area signage has not as yet been requested.  Noted for the future.  
Mr Weaver from Villa Farm, Broughall attended to reported about speed on the A525. Reported accident with cattle crossing resulting in animal fatality.  Hedge bank was supposed to have been removed to improve visibility.  No measures appear to have been taken to reduce the traffic speed.  Has been in touch with Anne Hartley about the issue.  He queried what measures are Shropshire Council taking to improve this stretch of road.  Residents suggested camera presence is required from Catteralls Lane onwards.  The Clerk confirmed a site visit was held last year with the previous PC Chair and Highways Department.  

Mr Ellison queried whether residents from the Wrekin Housing opposite the Parish Council car park in the village should be using parking spaces provided by the Housing Association.  He further reported that the drains need to be attended to by the Roundhouse – blocked now for 12-18 months – promised that they would be seen to by Highways.  Glebe land has now been sold – doing investigations today for another 28 houses.

2 Public participation – to receive representations on items on the agenda/of public interest

3 To receive apologies/note absences - Cllr Powers sent apologies.  

4 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation 
Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct
No declarations were received.
5 Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Parish Meeting 3rd July 2017and Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 15th August 2017 : Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes.  Cllr Dodd proposed both sets of Minutes for approval, seconded by Cllr Allen, all agreed, duly signed by the Chair. Resolved 
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6 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No items raised.

7 Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ reports: No reports received.  
b)
Clerk’s report to include report from Unitary Councillor: The Clerk reported that resurfacing is to be undertaken at Prees Heath necessitating closure of the roundabout for resurfacing in two phases in November and the date of the second phase to be confirmed.  Cllr Thornhill raised concerns over impact on residents.  Councillors inspected the maps and confirmed that they were content with the proposals.  
Cllr Dakin had also reported that he has requested signage to be installed to prevent right hand exit from the car park.  He proposed that a reduced speed limit to be installed on the dual carriageway approaching the roundabout.  Councillors fully approved of this scheme. Clerk to confirm with Highways.
Councillors discussed the issue raised in the public session of speed on the A525.  A site visit was held on A525 resulted in advisory limit.  No recent fatalities until now.  Councillors agreed the need to pressurize for reduced limit and/or cameras.  Measures could be taken by residents with properties along this stretch by clearing site lines to ensure good visibility.  Speeding motorbikes are a known danger.  Councillors agreed 50mph would be more appropriate on this stretch as far as Foxes Lane.  A log of incidents would be useful.  The Clerk was asked to report this to the Highways Department, as was previously reported by Cllr Dakin – Clerk to follow up with Cllr Dakin.  Clerk to request assistance from Highways and Traffic Portfolio Holder, Steve Davenport to make a site visit.  


8 Housekeeping

a)
Police report (if available): no report forwarded.
b) 
Website – To consider items for inclusion: Items discussed.
c) 
Training – SALC sessions available for Councillors: Forwarded by email.

9
Correspondence
a)
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated by the Clerk via email: 
including bulletins from SALC; Letter received from Dr R Thompson: Councillors discussed the matter.  Cllr Thornhill proposed that receipt is acknowledged.  All agreed.
Other items received: Invitation to Draft Parking Strategy Consultation; Draft for new Countryside Access Plan; Midwife Led Unit Review; 
Email received from E Parkes concerning the pond in Ash Parva and adjacent parking: The renovation of the pond was agreed to be done as part of the development.  A pond liner was understood to have been donated by Grocontinental for this purpose; The pond is still owned by Mr Allen.  Cllr Dodd confirmed that the Parker Allen Way was to be resurfaced and maintained to Highways standards by the developer. Parking spaces are in the ownership of Mr Allen.  Mr Parkes wanted to put the car parking spaces into the ownership of the PC.  However, this is the responsibility of the owner.  Clerk to respond.  Councillors agreed that the PC cannot apply for CiL money to fund this.
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9 Correspondence cont
Letters of thanks received from the Ash & Tilstock Churches for their annual grants; 
Local Plan Review: Notification that the responses are available to view online; 
Letter from Prees PC outlining Heritage Lottery application to undertake a project for a WW1 commemoration for Prees Heath.  This area falls under Whitchurch Rural Parish Council.  Councillors discussed the matter agreed that they had no objections to the scheme. Clerk to respond.
The Clerk reported that the White Lion pub now confirmed as a community asset. Notice received from Shropshire Council to notify the PC that the Pub has declared the intention to sell.  Cllr Dodd advised that there is no need to respond.  
10
Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and/or Repairs:  

-
Playground: To receive and consider playground inspection reports: Cllr Dodd to undertake monthly checks.  To report in October.  
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention: Light still out in Ash Magna. Clerk to request update from Eon.  
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services:
-
To receive items to report for attention:  Highways matters covered.   Road closures to go on website.  Grass is not being cut outside the school. Previously raised with Highways – this area is Shropshire Council’s responsibility. Clerk asked to report. 
-
Road Closures: To receive notifications: 

	 Platt Lane, Whixall, Shropshire SY13 2NW           
Grid reference:            352042, 336314        
Start Date:                    06 November 2017                           
Duration:                     5 days (24 hours)  

	Watergate, Whitchurch
Grid reference:           354193, 341416
Start Date:                   03/09/2017
Duration:                     1 day (24 hours)
Purpose:                      New water connection        


	St Johns Street, Whitchurch
Grid reference:           354324, 341688
Start Date:                   06/09/2017
Duration:                     2 days (0800 - 1600)
Purpose:                      To complete mobile telecom mast swap                               
	Black Park Road, Whitchurch
Grid reference:           355550, 342647
Start Date:                   26/09/2017
Duration:                     1 day (08.00 - 16.00)
Purpose:                      Bridge inspection                              


11 
Finance:
a)
Cash book & Bank reconciliation – To note/approve : Figures circulated as of 16th July and 16th August.  Clerk recommended that the Council looks to having a financial ‘buffer’ going forward – some reserves are necessary as a contingency.  Concerns that the financial year began without reserves once the street lighting upgrade had been paid for.  Budgets will be looked at in November to set the precept.  Conclusion of audit notice circulated for noticeboards. Receipt of external auditor’s certificate noted.
b)
To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication) 

c)
Installation of Brown Moss road name signs -  Councillors were asked to approve the installation quote received from Highways – Councillors agreed to appoint Ringway to install the signage.  
Minutes of the Whitchurch Rural Parish Council Meeting 04/09/17
11 Finance cont

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:

	30/07/17
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO

	30/08/17
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO

	05/07/17
	Playsafety
	Play area inspections
	£176.40
	100322

	10/07/17
	Scottish Power
	Supply
	£146.41
	100323

	28/06/17
	Shropshire Council
	Name signs/installation
	£713.74
	100324

	
	
	
	
	


Clerk’s salary payments proposed for payment by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cll R Thornhill, all agreed.  All other invoices proposed Cllr W Allen, seconded by Cllr T Hunter, all agreed.
The Clerk brought forward a request from Mark Blount, Country Parks and heritage Sites Management requesting financial support for the upkeep of Brown Moss – requesting £3000.  Councillors asked the Clerk to respond that there are no monies available for this year but will consider in November/December for a possible contribution from next year’s precept.  
12
 Planning: 

a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions 
Applications:
17/03780/FUL  (validated: 01/08/2017)
Address:  Fir Tree Farm, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EP
Proposal:  Erection of an agricultural building for the installation of a new milking parlour and undercover collection yard
Applicant: Mr & Mrs Hanselman
Councillors confirmed that they had viewed the application – no objections.
Decisions: 
17/03487/FUL  (validated: 19/07/2017)
Address:  Land To The West Of, Ash Lane, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Formation of slurry lagoon
Decision:  Withdrawn

17/02566/ADV  (validated: 30/05/2017)
Address:  Prees Heath Service Station , Heath Road, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, SY13 3JT
Proposal:  Relocation of flag type roadside sign
Decision:  Grant Permission

17/02993/FUL  (validated: 21/06/2017)
Address:  Twemlows Hall , Ash Lane, Ash, Whitchurch, SY13 2EZ
Proposal:  Erection of general purpose agricultural building
Decision:  Grant Permission
Appeals: 

Appeal under Section 78 Site Address: Agricultural Building At Bank House, Dark Lane, Old Woodhouses, Whitchurch. Description of development: Application for prior approval under Part 3, Class Q of the Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 for the change of use from agricultural to residential use 
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Appeals cont
Application reference: 17/01198/PMBPA Appellant’s name:  Mr L Whiston Planning Inspector ref: 

APP/L3245/W/17/3178844 Appeal reference: 17/02567/PAPD Appeal start date: 4 August 2017
Cllr Dodd gave an overview.  Permitted development issue therefore not  a PC matter. It was refused, reasons being given curtilage and size of building.  Shropshire Council appears to have got their facts wrong in this case.  
Thickness of cladding also an issue.

Pre-App Notification: Prees Heath: Proposal received from Agent P Richards:
Councillors noted notification.  No requirement to visit. Will wait for formal application for comment.  

13
Date of next meeting and consideration of agenda items for the next Meeting of the 

Parish Council : to be held 2nd October 2017 in Tilstock Village Hall

There being no further business the Chair thanked everyone for attending the Meeting and declared it closed at 8:27pm.  
1

