Minutes of the Meeting held in Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 4th July 2016 

WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held in Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 4th July 2016 



Chair:


Cllr S Martinson
Councillors Present: 
Cllr P Thompson; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr A Allen; Cllr S Power; Cllr W Allen; Cllr R Butler; Cllr L Chesters
Clerk:


Locum Clerk, Mrs L McCormack


1 Welcome & Public Session
The Chair welcomed everyone to the July meeting of Whitchurch Rural Parish Council. 2 members of the public were present. 
Mr Parker raised highways concerns in Ash, there is a pothole outside Tara and a blocked gulley between Magnadene and Hillcroft.  The green opposite the White Lion in Ash has been left in an untidy state. Cllr. Martinson responded that she had spoken with Severn Trent Water workmen who had assured her that they will be returning to re-instate the green following the recent repairs carried out to the water mains in the area. 

Mr Parker is now vice chair of the J Higginson and Samuel Higginson almshouses charities; he gave a précis of the assets owned by the charities and explained they receive income from agricultural land rentals. He will also be doing some historical research in relation to the charities.  

Mrs Ellison raised concerns about weeds along the highways and road frontages in Tilstock and in particular the safety barrier over the bridge which is overgrown. She also noted that there was no notice of the July meeting in Tilstock and the notices for May and June were still on the noticeboards. Mrs Ellison handed out a flyer which is an invitation to members of the Parish Council and the residents of Tilstock and Ash to the official opening of the grass tennis courts. 
2 Present & Apologies and/or Absent
Cllrs  Hunter and Chambers were absent from the meeting. 
3 Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests

Cllr. R Butler declared an interest in item 14 (i) on the Agenda in respect of Application 16/02325/FUL Russell House.


4 Requests for Dispensations for DPIs: None requested


5 Approval of Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6th June 2016: Cllr Butler proposed the meeting Minutes as a true and accurate copy, seconded by Cllr W. Allen.
Resolved: Unanimously agreed. 

6 Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda:

The Chair referred to page 3 of the Minutes item 12(v), the Auditors report is previously circulated and accepted. Cllr. Dodd proposed the reappointment of the auditor; seconded by Cllr Power. 

Resolved: Unanimously agreed 


7 Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Dakin was not present at the meeting.   

8
Community Policing Update
None 

9
Devolution of Services
The Chair had attended a meeting of Shropshire Council who are proposing to devolve more services down to towns and parishes. Parishes are not obliged to involve themselves in devolved services and discussions are at an early stage albeit with a short timescale for making decisions. It is suggested that those towns and parishes who do not have the resources to take on services directly might form cluster groups and contribute to discussions and potentially resources. The financial resource element will mean an increase in precept. Whitchurch Town Council are considering taking on library services, customer services and the youth centre and are exploring the interest in surrounding parishes in being involved. The town is not a library authority so Shropshire Council will need to explore the devolution of this service. Figures provided by Shropshire Council show that 6 % of Whitchurch Rural residents use Whitchurch Library, this equates to a contribution of circa £6,000.00 annually to the running of it. Cllr Martinson pointed out that all the project money is allocated for this year. The youth centre is a capital asset for which the town will require capital funding. 

There is a proposal to devolve responsibility for countryside parks which will include Brown Moss. Also, post 2017 and the end of the Ringway contract, to commission environmental maintenance contracts. Cllr Martinson expressed the opinion that the Parish Council does not have the expertise to manage Brown Moss as a RAMSAR and SSSI site, and proposed that this should be taken on by Shropshire Wildlife Trust. There are meetings at Wem on 18th July to discuss issues. 
Resolved: Unanimously that:

(i) Cllr Martinson write proposing Brown Moss is transferred to Shropshire Wildlife Trust 

(ii) WR Parish Council should at least be part of the discussions in devolution
(iii) Members/representatives of the Parish Council attend the meetings 
10. Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs  

i) Playground – the Parish Council are awaiting the inspection reports

ii) EON are waiting for the new street lighting units to be delivered 

iii) There is no further news regarding street lighting repairs 

11
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
i)
An issue was raised re the turn off the Whitchurch dual carriageway to Ash just past the Cherry Tree Hotel. Cllr Power considered the deceleration to enable turn off the main carriageway is dangerous as the vehicles behind are not aware of the turning and continue at high speeds. Cllr. Chesters highlighted a similar issue on the opposite side of the duel carriageway when vehicles exit from the Tilstock turning and considered whether the Tilstock exit could be blocked forcing vehicles to use the feeder road back to the roundabout. Cllr. Martinson proposed this issue could be raised via the highway safety matters which go to Shropshire Council Highways Safety team in September. 

ii)
Safer roads partnership scheme: No update as Cllr. Chambers was not available to report. 
iii)
As reported earlier in the public session Severn Trent will be re-landscaping the green in Ash 

iv)
Cllr Powers referred to the state of the Cherry Tree Hotel; Cllr Thompson stated that he had a conversation with the site owner who is looking to develop this site as residential accommodation

12
Housekeeping

Feedback from representatives on external bodies to include:
i) LJC – meeting scheduled for Wednesday, 6th July 

ii) 
NSAC: Chair reported that this meeting was about devolution of services as already mentioned and discussed at item 9 above.  
iii) 
Village Hall Committees; Nothing reported from Ash; Tilstock Village Hall reported that the fencing will be completed as funding has now been secured.   
iv) 
Charities: None
v) Emergency planning – No report  
vi) 
Tilstock School: Cllr Martinson attended a School lunch with Cllr Dakin on 16th June. The Head Teacher has now left and a new temporary HT appointed until the end of the year. The school is keen to stay open with academy status. 
vii) 
Website – Cllr Butler will include items for the school and Tilstock Village Hall, also the Flyer inviting residents to the opening of the Tilstock grass courts 
viii)
Review of Standing Orders  – As the draft isn’t yet available this is deferred to the September meeting.   
ix)
Proposal to register the White Lion as a Community Asset 

As Cllr Chambers was not available to update the Committee this item is deferred to September meeting

13 
Finance:
i)
Cash book/Bank Reconciliation was not available. This is deferred to the September meeting.
ii)
Invoices presented for payment 
	Invoices for payment: 

	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:

	30/05/16
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO

	06/06/16
	M Barber
	Slide repairs – Ash
	£  20.00
	

	06/06/16
	Eon
	Repairs inv 111100
	£  40.84
	

	14/06/16
	Eon
	Repairs inv 111158
	£253.22
	

	June/July
	K & S Plantscapes LLP
	X2 invoices @ £90.00 each for grass cutting for June & July 
	£180.00
	


Clerk’s salary and invoices are proposed and seconded - all agreed.
iii)
Defibrillator & cabinet
The Clerk had applied to BHF for funding for the defibrillator but had not yet received a response.  Cllr Thompson recommended a Rotary Club package which is on offer for this type of funding. Cllr Power suggested that as the Parish Council already has funding which they set aside for the defibrillator, that he would firstly consider the Rotary Club package and secondly, if he had heard nothing further from BHF by 15th July he should go ahead and purchase the defibrillator. 

Resolved: Unanimously agreed
iv) Grant to NS Wheelers 
 Cllr Martinson informed the Committee that NS Wheelers are looking for grant funding to deliver a community bus service following the withdrawal of Arriva services; particularly between Whitchurch, Shrewsbury and Telford hospitals. They require resources, either financial or volunteers to help with the service. NSW are looking for volunteers locally who will undertake to deliver residents to the nearest bus stops as necessary. The Committee discussed and concluded this was a valuable service and that the Parish Council should include in its budget a regular grant to NSW. Cllr Chesters proposed and Cllr. W Allen seconded £500.00 

Resolved : Unanimously agreed
14
 Planning:

i) Applications: 
16/02549/FUL  Address: Barns To The West Of Hollins House Farm, Hollins Lane, Tilstock, Shropshire
 Proposal: Conversion of agricultural buildings to two dwellings and formation of new access (revised scheme)
 No objections, Committee unanimously agreed to support the application
16/02531/CPL  Address: Windward House, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DL
 Proposal: Application for Lawful Development Certificate for erection of single storey rear extension
Noted 
16/02442/FUL Address: Fir Tree Farm, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EP
 Proposal: Erection of six wooden framed Wigwams for holiday let with new access drive.
No objections provided the development does not impact on the wildlife or public footpath, all in support subject to conditions regarding wildlife and rights of way. 
16/02458/FUL Address: Mulbery Lodge, Steel Heath, Prees Heath, Whitchurch 

Proposal: Erection of a two storey rear extension, following demolition of existing and internal alterations

No objections to this application, Committee agreed unanimously to support the application. 
16/02325/FUL Address: Proposed Residential Development South Of Russell House, Tilstock, Shropshire
 Proposal: Installation of 4 underground LPG tanks within fenced compound
* Cllr Butler having declared an interest left the room during discussions and voting thereon. 
Cllr Chesters observed that the application appeared to be drafted in such a way as to make it unclear whether the tanks will definitely be underground. 
Following discussions the Committee unanimously agreed to support the application provided that the tanks were underground
ii) 
Decisions:

16/00239/FUL Address: Blackoe Cottage, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NX
 Proposal: Erection of two-storey rear extension and single storey side extension 
Decision: Permission granted 
15/02608/FUL Address: Proposed Barn Conversion At Alkington Grange, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire
 Proposal: Conversion of former agricultural building to form two residential properties; to include insertion of roof mounted solar panels; formation of parking area and the demolition of an agricultural building to the rear.
 Decision: Permission granted 
15 
Correspondence
i)
As received and circulated by email including SALC bulletins and invitation to the opening of Tilstock grass tennis courts
ii)
Letter of thanks from Ash Recreation Area Committee and the Church in respect of grant funding

16
Other Parish Council Matters/ Items for inclusion in next Agenda

None 

There being no further business the Chair declared the Meeting closed at 8:36pm.
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