
Chairman:	Cllr R Thornhill	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:	Cllr W Allen; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr W Kay; Cllr A Martin, Cllr M Richardson, 
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr G Dakin 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th May 2024 at
Tilstock Village Hall at 7:18pm
The Meeting was declared open at 7:18pm.

441	Election of the Chairperson & Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Allen, seconded by Cllr Kay, proposed Cllr Thornhill as Chairman, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Chairman completed the necessary form as required.

442	Election of the Vice Chairperson & Declaration of Acceptance of Office	 
Cllr Thornhill proposed Cllr Kay, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Vice Chairman duly completed the necessary form as required. 

443	Election of other Officers & Representatives:
a)  NSAC/SALC Representative: Cllr W Allen to fulfil this role. Cllr Martin proposed, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved.

b) Representative(s) for Charities: Higginson C of E School Charity, Jane Higginson Charity; Samuel Higginson Almshouses Charity; Elizabeth Langford Almshouses: Cllr W Kay
Whitchurch Relief in Need – Cllr C Kettle Proposed by Cllr Thornhill, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed.  Resolved.

c) Representatives for Ash Parish Rooms Committee
Cllr Kettle to fulfil this role. Proposed by Cllr Martin, seconded by Cllr Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 

d) Representative for Tilstock & Bradbury Village Hall
Cllr Thompson to fulfil this role.  Proposed by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 

e) Helicopter Liaison Group
Cllr A Allen to fulfil this role. Proposed by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 

444	Delegation of powers to the Clerk
a	Delegated authority to the Clerk for telephone banking/internet banking, 
	to make online payments and to transfer monies between accounts
Cllr Richardson proposed the delegation, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 

b	To issue dispensations in relation to Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
Cllr Kettle proposed, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

c	To respond to planning applications in consultation with Councillors as necessary to meet deadlines : Proposed by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 

445	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements and public session 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Loweth, Thompson,  A Allen, Haynes.  
The Chairman announced that a resignation has been received from Cllr Byrd. The Casual Vacancy notice has been displayed as required. 

446	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllrs Thornhill, Kettle and Martin declared interests in the planning application submitted by the White Lion and will not participate in the discussion. 

447	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd April 2024
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th March 2024.  Cllr Kay                 proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

448	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
Cllr Thornhill reported from the site visit with Highways regarding funds given by the anaerobic digester developer.  A response is expected from the Officer. Action: Clerk to follow up.

449	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin reported concerning the motorcross activity which now seems to be better organised. No further action is being taken. Due to the planting season it is likely that this activity will now cease. Potholes are being dealt with on a priority basis.  The Council is required to save £62m annually which is unfeasible in the long term.  (The member of the public left 7:35pm)

450 	Correspondence – to consider correspondence circulated via email 
Councillors noted the most recent correspondence relating to the installation of the defibrillator in Ash Parva and the Clerk’s response, confirming that Shropshire Council’s Highways and Street Works Departments and Seven Trent are entirely happy with the chosen location. They have confirmed that  it does not present a visibility hazard nor would it prevent any works needed to any pipes in the area (maps of pipes in the area show them not to run under the installation site).  Further checks for cables etc in the area returned negative responses.  Cllr Allen proposed a vote to confirm that the Council is entirely content with the outcome, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. 

451 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
24/01527/FUL  (validated: 18/04/2024)
Address:  Furze Farm, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JY
Proposal:  Proposed residential extension and reorganising of farmhouse.
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SC3M3OTDH6200
Cllr Kettle, seconded by Cllr Martin, proposed supporting this application, all agreed. Resolved. 

24/01531/TEL  (validated: 18/04/2024)
Address:  Land At Raven Cafe, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JT
Proposal:  The proposed installation of a shareable telecommunications base station installation comprising a 22.5m lattice tower supporting up to 6 no antennas and up to 2 no dishes, together with up to 6 no ground based cabinets, 1 no meter cabinet and ancillary development thereto including compound fencing.
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SC3M6ZTDH6A00
Cllr Kay proposed supporting this application, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

24/01287/FUL  (validated: 28/03/2024)
Address:  White Lion Inn, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DR
Proposal:  Erection of a covered link building extension and minor alterations to existing building
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SB0YDUTDGRG00
Cllrs Thornhill, Kettle and Martin withdrew from the discussion.
Cllr W Kay proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 

24/01257/FUL  (validated: 27/03/2024)
Address:  Ashdale House , Ash Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DG
Proposal:  Erection of domestic garage to serve Ashdale House
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SAYYTXTDGPP00
Cllr Kay, seconded by Cllr Kettle, proposed support, all agreed. Resolved. 

24/01258/FUL  (validated: 27/03/2024)
Address:  Ashdale House , Ash Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DG
Proposal:  Conversion of traditional building to form a single open market dwelling
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SAYYUTTDGPR00
Cllr Kay, seconded by Cllr Allen, proposed support, all agreed. Resolved. 

b) Decisions:
24/00274/FUL  (validated: 23/01/2024)
Address:  Crab Tree Farm, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JY
Proposal:  Erection of agricultural building to cover agricultural yard
Decision:  Grant Permission
Noted. 

452	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations – Proposal to formally approve Land Registry Documents with the Chairman and Vice Chairman to sign, Proper Officer to witness
Cllr Kettle proposed that documents are signed as outlined above, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	SmartWater rollout 			
Cllr Kettle reported no uptake of free kits at the plant sale. The Police will have a stand at the village fayre on 29th June to aid rollout.  Action: Clerk to find out which local areas have yet to be covered. 

c) 	Confirmation of meeting dates for 2024-25
All meetings to be held on the first Monday of each month, except August, alternating between the two halls. 

d)	Review/adoption of Policies:
· Standing Orders
· Financial Regulations
· Risk assessment
Cllr Kay proposed the adoption of all policies, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 

e)	To enable Councillors to review/confirm annual memberships/affiliations: WRPC’s affiliation with SALC and the Clerk’s membership with the SLCC
Cllr Richardson proposed both the membership and the affiliation, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 

f)	Strategic Objectives Plan – to enable Cllrs to discuss
To take forward to June for further discussion. Cllr Kettle to undertake for Ash Ward, another Councillor to be appointed for Tilstock.  

g)	Biodiversity supporting document for consideration/approval
Councillors noted the documents circulated by Cllrs Loweth and Kay. These will be merged into one document. 

Planning implications update
This information has been circulated by email.

h)	Annual review of assets
Councillors will undertake an review of assets, to report back any findings requiring action. Cllr Thornhill to check Ash Magna, Cllrs W Allen and Kay to check Ash Parva, Cllrs Thompson and Loweth to be asked to check assets in Tilstock. 

453	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention
Cllr Kay reported no action on the condition of the overgrown footways from Ash to Whitchurch. Cllr Dakin to take up.
Lights around the triangle in Ash Magna are still not working. Clerk to chase again. 
The light in the footpath beyond the car park in Tilstock is still in need of upgrading. Clerk to chase Eon.  The quote was accepted in March. 

ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
It was reported that the tarmac surface on the island by the Old School House in Tilstock has broken up. Action: to report.

iii) D Day celebrations
The Clerk confirmed that the flag has been ordered. A bonfire will be lit in Ash at the designated time.
Cllr Thornhill proposed donating the King’s portrait to Ash Village Hall, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 

iv) Play area inspections: Checklist/risk assessment
The Clerk reported that the annual inspections have been booked and will be undertaken in June.  The new cradle seat will be installed in Tilstock asap.  Ash playground was reported as being in good condition.  

Cllr Richardson reported that a public meeting had been held (arranged by members of the public) to discuss the a proposed planning application. Around 100 people attended. The proposed development plans have not been received favourably.  



454 	Finance:
a)	Year End bank reconciliation/ figures & asset register for information/approval
Current statements circulated. The Clerk will produce new accounts once the internal audit has been completed and year end figures finalised. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Kay, seconded by Cllr Richardson, proposed all payments for approval, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Richardson proposed PAYE payments to be made by Direct Debit going forward, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 
Councillors signed a new letter to the bank to adjust the salary standing order as it was noted that the original request sent in January has not been actioned. 
Cllr Richardson proposed that signatories no longer serving as Councillors should be removed from the mandate, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 
c)		
	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	02/04/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£580.84
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	05/05/24
	Employee
	Expenses
	£243.68
	100670
	LGA 1972 s111

	12/04/24
	Hugo Fox
	Website
	£23.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	22/03/24
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£348.01
	Dd
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980s301

	02/04/24
	BT 
	WiFi provision
	£55.56
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/04/24
	JH Griffith
	Concrete pad installation for defib stand
	£201.60
	Online
	PHA 1936 s234

	19/04/24
	Eon
	Repair
	£72.50
	100671
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980s301

	08/04/24
	Wicksteed
	Cradle seat
	£178.80
	100672
	PHA 1875 s164, OSA 1906 xx9&10

	13/04/24
	Zurich Municipal
	Insurance
	£984.66
	100673
	LGA 1972 s140

	07/05/24
	SALC
	Affiliation  LGA1972 S143
	£803.22
	100674
	LGA1972 S143 LGA1972 S143

	06/04/24
	Bank
	Charges
	£7.80
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date of payment
	Payer
	Reason for payment 
	Amount
	
	

	16/04/24
	Bank
	Interest
	£186.46
	
	



d)	Internal Audit – to accept report and findings (upon conclusion of audit if received)
The Clerk confirmed that this is in process. 

f)	Dog waste bin request
The Clerk relayed the Officer’s response to the request and provision of a map showing where bins are located. 

g) 	External Audit – Annual accounting report/Annual Governance Statement
To be completed in June. 

h)	Insurance renewal – to review LTA
Cllr Kay proposed renewing the policy, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

i)	Clerk’s salary s/o adj payment
Covered above. 

455 	Agenda items for the June Meeting of the Parish Council 
Items as listed within the minutes.  

456	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a)	 To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
No matters for were raised for discussion
b)	To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
Councillors discussed the letter of resignation received from Cllr Byrd outlining his reasons for leaving the Council.  Councillors expressed concern and agreed that Cllr Byrd should be consulted as to any action he would consider to be appropriate in relation to the cause of his resignation. Cllr Thornhill was asked to contact Mr Byrd to discuss the matter.
 
Councillors further discussed repeated emails received from one resident about the same matter.  Councillors agreed that the letter sent was sufficient and clearly stated that the matter was closed for discussion. No further correspondence will be entered into on this matter. 

There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:48pm.

2 | WRPC 07/05/24

