


 Chairman:	Cllr R ThornhillWHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:	Cllr T Blyth; Cllr W Allen; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr W Kay; Cllr R Thomspon; Cllr A Allen; 
Cllr L Loweth; Cllr A Martin; Cllr M Haynes
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr G Dakin

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4th December 2023 at
Ash Village Hall 
379	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation (no decisions to be taken)
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the last Parish Council Meeting of 2023, declaring it open at 7:15pm.  Apologies were received from Cllrs Martin, Hunter and Richardson. Two members of the public attending the Meeting.  A representative from Tilstock Bowling and Tennis Club gave an overview of their grant funding application.


380	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.   (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllrs Thompson and Loweth declared interests in the TBVH grant funding application to be discussed. Cllr Haynes declared an interest in the application from the TB&T Club.

381	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 6th November 2023 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the Meeting held on 6th November 2023.  Cllr Kay proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Loweth, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

382 	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
Cllrs Allen and Thornhill confirmed that the wreaths had been laid on Remembrance Sunday.
The Clerk confirmed that she has not yet received a response as to whether the Parish Council will need to apply for planning permission to have a new bus shelter installed. Action: Clerk to follow up. 

383 	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin reported that Shropshire Council has not yet managed to make the savings it had hoped to.  
He reported that he has been unable to reach anyone to discuss the spending of the £10k given by the anaerobic digester to improve passing places. Action: Clerk to email Officer Mark Wootton to arrange a site visit/discussion of spend. 
Cllr Dakin reported that Shropshire Council doesn’t know at this time how much funding will be received from central Government. 80% of the Council’s budget goes on Child/Adult Social care costs.
He reported that a resident has asked him to establish ownership of the pond area in Ash Parva. This matter has been looked into by the Parish Council with the Land Registry and the land is unregistered.  Action: Clerk to forward information. 

384 	Correspondence: To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email inc: SALC AGM; NALC updates; 
Ash Bowling Club has made an approach with regards to possible funding from the Parish Council.  Action: ownership/status of the Club to be determined. 

385	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations – update		
No update regarding the land in Ash Parva or the registration of the pond area as a village green. Action: Clerk to follow up.

b)	Advertising			
Nothing to report.

c)	SmartWater rollout – to discuss 		
The rollout is ongoing. 98 kits left to register in order to qualify for the signage.  Between 10 and 12 have been requested in Ash Ward.  

d)	Place Plans – to update				
The updated plans have not yet been uploaded onto the portal.

e) 	Community engagement – feedback	
The Facebook page construction is ongoing. 

f)	Meeting dates for 2024
It was agreed to hold the January meeting on 4th. April’s meeting will be on 2nd, May’s meeting will be on 7th. 

386	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention / updates on reported matters/ Road closures
Clerk to chase Eon to fix light out on Hollins Lane and light on passageway between car park and sheltered housing parking area in Tilstock.  Lights on the triangle in Ash are still out. 
Cllr Kay reported a job has been raised to attend to paths and drains in Ash.  
Cllr Thornhill to report a road issue in Ash on FixMyStreet outside his property.

ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
The footpath in front of the new houses in Ash Parva was reported as being in need of attention – the surface material needs topping up. The Councillors discussed ownership and agreed that the registered owner of the land is responsible for the path maintenance.  Action: Planning permission/conditions to be checked.  Cllr Kettle, seconded by Cllr Kay, proposed contacting the landowner to request that the path is maintained. The Clerk will check minutes to establish historic decisions regarding the path maintenance.

iii) Ash War Memorial – maintenance – update
The Contractor has been instructed to carry out the maintenance works following acceptance of the quote.  He will advise when works will commence. 

iv)	Finger post repairs – update
To take forward item to January. 

v)	Noticeboards – spare keys for Ash board
New keys have been sourced. Clerk to hold. 

vi)	Playground inspections – to raise matters requiring attention
No matters were raised. Councillors discussed possible land purchase options. The Clerk has established ownership of one potential area in Tilstock. Councillors to investigate. 

vii)	Highways site visits – to discuss/update
No further updates. 

387 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)

a)	Applications: None received
b)	Decisions: None received 

388 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Councillors confirmed receipt of the updated spreadsheets and statements.  Cllr Thompson proposed approving them as accurate, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Loweth proposed payment of all invoices/payments, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 
	
c)	Defibrillators – to approve order for defibrillator and cabinet for Prees Heath
Cllr Loweth proposed the purchase of a defibrillator and heated cabinet, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to order. 

d)	NF request from Tilstock Village Hall 
Cllrs Thompson and Loweth left the meeting. 
Councillors reviewed the funding applications and quotes provided. 
Cllr Haynes proposed approving funding requests for both the flooring and blinds, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllrs Thompson and Loweth returned. 

e)	NF request from Tisltock Bowling and Tennis Club
Cllr Haynes left the Meeting. 
Councillors reviewed the application and quotes.
Cllr A Allen proposed approving the request, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. 

f)	Budget for 2024-25 – to discuss
Councillors discussed the two budget scenarios prepared. Councillors noted that precept figures have not been received from Shropshire Council as yet. Cllr Thornhill proposed approving the budget in January on the basis of a 5% uplift, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Action: Clerk to forward precept figures when received. 

g)	NALC salary award for 2023-24 – to approve proposed increase and backdated pay 
Cllr Thompson proposed approving the award, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. 

h)	Purchase of steel magnetic board for Tilstock  noticeboard c£50 – to discuss/approve
Cllr Thomspons explained the need for the proposal. Cllr Kay proposed approving expenditure up to £60, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Resolved. Cllr Thompson to order. 

i)	Neighbourhood Fund spend
Covered. It was noted that Ash Village Hall’s bid to purchase additional land has been unsuccessful. 

	Date
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/10/23
	Employee
	Salary
	£580.64
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/11/23
	Bank
	Bank charges
	5.40
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/10/23
	BT
	Broadband provision to Halls
	£55.56
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	13/11/23
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	04/12/23
	The Parish Room
	Room Hire
	£120.00
	100640
	

	04/12/23
	Employee
	Expenses
	£107.40
	100641
	

	22/11/23
	Cllr Blyth
	Purchase of notice board for Prees Heath
	£358.80
	100642
	LGA 1972 s111

	
	
	
	VOID
	100643
	

	04/12/23
	Employee
	Backdated salary adj
	£474.71
	100644
	LGA 1972 s112

	Date 
	Name
	Receipt
	Amount
	
	

	16/11/23
	Bank
	Interest
	£230.31
	
	



389 	Agenda items for the January Meeting
Precept/budget

390	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
No matters were raised. 

b)	To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
No matters were raised. 

c)	Staffing matters
Cllr Thornhill confirmed that the annual staff appraisal has been undertaken satisfactorily.  A spinal point increase was proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Haynes, with backdated pay to April being  proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. 
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