
WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 3rd July 2017 



Chair:


Cllr T Hunter

Councillors Present: 
Cllr J Dodd; Cllr W Allen; Cllr A Allen; Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler; Cllr R Thornhill

Clerk:


Mrs M Joyce



1 Chair’s welcome & announcements 

Cllr Hunter welcomed everyone to the Meeting and opened proceedings at 7:15pm.  There were 3 members of the public present and Cllr G Dakin.  

2 Public participation – to receive representations on items on the agenda/of public interest:
A member of the public queried the entrances onto the dual carriageway access and egress to Ash and/or Tilstock.  Lorries exiting the lorry car park is proving a problem for vehicles turning to Tilstock from the dual carriageway as the route is often blocked; cars also park outside the Cherry Tree obscuring visibility.  (Cllr W Allen joined the meeting at 7:18pm.) Cllr Dakin confirmed the land either side of the Ash entrance is Common Land.  Cllr Dakin to investigate and to perhaps ask for improvements to signage or traffic slowing measures to slow the traffic on the approach to the roundabout.  Also to investigate a no right turn coming out of the car park to direct traffic back to the roundabout.  Another resident queried the new Ash Road and Ash Lane signage.  Cllr Hunter clarified the location signs.  

3 To receive apologies/note absences

No apologies.  No absences.

4 To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation 
Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct
None received. 

5 Approval of the Minutes : To approve/sign the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th June 2017: Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the minutes.  Cllr A Allen proposed, and Cllr R Butler seconded, the Minutes to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, all agreed. Resolved.  
6 Matters arising 
Cllr Dodd raised nominating the White Lion as a Community Asset.  The owner of the pub has expressed concern over the registration.  The pub is due to be closed in January.  Councillors discussed the matter.  Cllr Dodd asked councillors to discuss withdrawing the application.  Councillors voted to agree keeping the application in place.  All agreed. 

7 Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Unitary Councillor’s report: School field has been registered as a community asset.  Shropshire Council own the land, it is run by the School.  New cabinet and Leader of the Council.  
b)
Parish Councillors’ reports: NSAC meeting was attended by Cllr W Allen.  Gave an overview of the Planning Enforcement Officer’s report.  The Local Plan Review was given an overview.  More to come forward in September.  

7 c)
Clerk’s report:  The Clerk updated on Eon’s progress resolving the outstanding light conversion in Ash Magna – to hold site visit with Scottish Power and Shropshire Council;  Environmental maintenance grant applied for and granted has been increased; Defibrillator: the Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council  had formally resolved to give the defibrillator to the Bowling Club in January following the Village Hall declining to who were agreed to pay for the installation and the club were paying for the running costs.  Councillor Butler proposed, Cllr A Allen seconded it stays at the Bowling Club as per original agreement.  Clerk to write to the Village Hall Committee and request that it should be at the Bowling Club. Resolved.  Councillors recommended that the training course booked should be continued with.  Speed gun training has now been arranged in Tilstock.  
The Clerk confirmed that the developer contribution to the Ash Parva 30mph speed limit should be paid direct to Shropshire Council – the amount due is £3500.  Cllr Dakin to liaise with the developer.


8
Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs:
-
Playground: To receive and consider playground inspection reports: Annual inspection was due to be carried out in June.  Cllr Dodd to undertake the regular inspections.  
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention – light outside school house to be attended to as per Clerk’s report.
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services
-
To receive items to report for attention:  
-
To receive update of works previously requested : Brown sign request for the hall – The Clerk has received confirmation from Shropshire Council that the Hall would not meet the criteria for a brown sign; Barrier on railway bridge in Tilstock reported as damaged has a number plate attached to it – Cllr Butler to provide photos.  3 cases of cars coming wrong way from Wem in a week up the one way system, near end on collision. Clerk to report. Signage needs looking at again – maybe lower signs could be used.  Clerk to report to Highways and the Police. 
-
Road Closures: To receive notifications : Wem: Aston Street 27.1.17 closure
9
Housekeeping

a)
Police report (if available) LJC meeting police attended – have done police speed checks in Ash.
b) 
Website – To consider items for inclusion: Shropshire Wildife Trust. 
c)
Registration of parcels of land: Parker Allen Way footpath: will be registered to the Parish Council as and when the development has been completed.  Pond and car parking spaces.  Councillors agreed it is up to the owners of the land to start proceedings to pass the land over to the Parish Council. Cllr Dodd proposed paying the legal fees.  Cllr Power seconded all agreed.  Councillprs agreed that they are not in a position to progress the parcel of land in Ash Lane.  Areas of land with war memorial and green where the flagpole, pump and trough could be registered.  Expenses to be covered by the Parish Council.  Cllr Dodd to make Land Registry enquiry.  
10
Correspondence
a)
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated by the Clerk via email: including bulletins from SALC: noted.  
11 
Finance:
a)
Cash book & Bank reconciliation – To note/approve information circulated for information.  Bank statements presented. 
b)
To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication)
c)
CiL Local fund request: To confirm developer contribution payment for extension of 30mph speed limit in Ash Parva: as discussed previously.
11 d)
Annual grants: to discuss/agree annual donations to Village groups: Clerk reminded councillors of the grants given in the previous year to the churches and halls.  Churches £500 each, Ash Parish Room £500 and £800 to Tilstock Hall.  Cllr A Allen proposed paying the same amounts this year, Cllr T Hunter seconded, all agreed. Cllr A Allen proposed the Clerk’s salary for payment, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Expenses proposed by Cllr A Allen, Cllr R Butler, all agreed
	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:
	Power of expenditure

	30/06/17
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s Salary 
	£329.60
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/06/17
	M Joyce
	Clerk’s expenses
	£266.91
	100317
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/07/17
	Christ Church Tilstock
	Cemetery maintenance
	£500
	100318
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 15

	03/07/17
	Christ Church Ash
	Cemetery maintenance
	£500
	100319
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 15

	03/07/17
	Ash Parish Room
	Maintenance 
	£500
	100320
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s 19

	03/07/17
	Tilstock & Bradbury Hall
	Maintenance
	£800
	100321
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s 19/LGA 1972 s133


Cllr Hunter informed councilors that Ash village had held a garden trail to raise funds for the hall.  

12
 Planning: 

a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions 
Applications:
17/02566/ADV  (validated: 30/05/2017)
Address:  Prees Heath Service Station , Heath Road, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, SY13 3JT
Proposal:  Relocation of flag type roadside sign
Applicant: Rontec Watford Limited
No obejctions
17/02922/FUL NO 3 Shed The Grain Store, Prees Heath Whitchurch, Shropshire: late application – could not be considered at this meeting. Councillors agreed to endorse the view of the Butterfly Trust in relation to this application. Members noted that originally planning permission for auctions was given for max 6 auctions per year without need for permission for a period of 2 years.  The Parish Council would like to condition this stays in place.
Decisions: 
 17/01602/FUL  (validated: 12/04/2017)
Address:  2 West View, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NH
Proposal:  Erection of 4.8m by 6m carport with a balcony extending over the car port and existing flat roof; replacement of existing first floor window with door.
Decision:  Withdrawn
 17/01203/FUL  (validated: 25/04/2017)
Address:  Oakview, 3 The Park, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NX
Proposal:  Construction of an outdoor riding arena with post and rail fencing and change of use of land from agricultural to equestrian
Decision:  Grant Permission

17/01404/FUL  (validated: 24/03/2017)
Address:  Tilstock Hall, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NR
Proposal:  Erection of agricultural building for the housing of livestock
Decision:  Grant Permission

17/01405/FUL  (validated: 24/03/2017)
Address:  Tilstock Hall, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NR
Proposal:  Erection of agricultural building for the housing of livestock (Phase 2)
Decision:  Grant Permission

13
Date of next meeting and consideration of agenda items for the next Meeting of the 

Parish Council : to be held 4th September in Ash Parish Rooms.  Meeting closed at 8:50pm
1

