WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 6th January 2020


Chairman:

Cllr A. Allen
Councillors Present: 
Cllr J Dodd; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr W Allen; Cllr P Blyth; Cllr S Taylor; Cllr R Butler; Cllr S Power; 
Shropshire Councillor: 

Cllr G Dakin (Not present)
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce
1/20
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting opening at 7:18pm. No announcements were made or apologies given as all Councillors were present.   Four members of the public attended the meeting.  
A member of the public queried whether the cast iron fingerpost in the centre of the village will be restored. Councillors confirmed that this is on the agenda for discussion.  The resident complained about the damage to the verge in Ash Road which has been caused by the maize farm contractors.  The resident reported a broken land drain at Greenfields Farm which has been causing an ongoing issue with flood water for some months. Highways have acknowledged the complaint but no action has been taken by Shropshire Council or the landowner. A resident in the bungalows is being affected by the running water.  

Another resident asked whether a Health and Safety assessment is being carried out on the pond. He suggested that the Parish Council has a duty of care to the public and itself and that, in another resident’s opinion, the current safety measures are sufficient.  He further commented on an untidy mess outside the front of the Hall, referring to the wildflower planting, and queried if a further funding request has been received from the Group undertaking the project. Another resident confirmed the costs involved with the mix and that the Parish Hall is solely responsible for the planting at the front of the Hall and is entirely content with the dying back plants providing winter interest and food for birds. Perennial mixes are being looked at going forward.  


2/20
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct - No declarations were received. 

3/20
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd December 2019
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes.  Cllr Thornhill  proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting.  Councillors raised some points which the Clerk (who had been absent from the last Meeting) had made in relation to the Minutes.  The Minutes state that the Parish Council has supplied the safety equipment at the pond – it has not. In addition, with reference to queries about the projector screen being provided at the Hall, the Parish Council had previously decided that the screen was to be dealt with as a donated piece of equipment for the Hall, rather than a Parish Council asset being kept at the Hall.  Having clarified these points the Minutes were seconded by Cllr Taylor and agreed by all. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.  

4/20
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
With reference to a request at the previous meeting for the Parish Council to investigate carbon neutral projects and a call for electric car charging points, the Clerk has researched this matter amongst other Councils in Shropshire and the general opinion at this time is to hold fire on making decisions/purchases until technology has developed further and there is more synergy regarding battery types. The Clerk informed the Council that there are lists available of charging points across Shropshire on the internet (Clerk to add to the website).  The Councillors agreed to put this possible project on hold until there is more uniformity in the market.  Various schemes for planting trees with free trees are periodically available and the Council will watch for any being made available.  Councillors reminded the Meeting that the Parish Council has upgraded all street lighting to LED. The Parish Council will continue to look into/consider other initiatives for appropriate schemes.

5/20
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ & Clerk’s reports

 - no meetings attended
b)
Unitary Councillor’s report


- no update available.

6/20
Housekeeping
a)
Update from Parish Council Solicitor regarding proposed adoption of Ash Parva footpath, parking spaces and pond areas: An email was received on 3rd December from the other party’s Solicitor confirming receipt of their instruction and to confirm that the S106 agreement is being investigated with Shropshire Council. No further update received. 

(a) Risk assessment/H&S audit in respect of the pond in Ash Parva
Cllr Butler suggested asking the playground inspection firm if they carry out such assessment.  The Clerk has asked the Public Health Dept at Shropshire Council for a recommendation.
b)
Insurance: To enable Councillors to consider updating of the fixed asset register and insurance policy to reflect proposed adoption of footpath, car parking spaces and pond (PLI and to allow for replacement/reinstatement)
The current insurance policy is due for renewal on 1st June. The Clerk suggested that the handover over areas in Ash Parva may tie in with this renewal.  The current level of pli cover should be sufficient. Once the handover is completed the asset register will be updated and new areas added for nominal value of £1. 
c)
Restoration of historic signpost in Ash Magna
The Clerk asked for clarification of the work required.  The state of the post was discussed and it was decided that a thorough overhaul would be required as it has significant damage.  The Clerk has found companies who undertake this type of work.  Action: Clerk to obtain quotes for refurbishment or replacement.  

7/20
Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs to include:  

-
Playground: To receive and consider routine playground inspection reports; 
The new playground contact signage received. Postcode for the Tilstock sign needs changing. Action: Clerk to request new lettering.  
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention; to consider additional lighting requirements – no items reported. 
b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services

-
Feedback from A41 Safety Campaign Meeting:
Cllr Power reported back from the last meeting held on 13th December. Police and fire services attended. Whole of A41 being considered from Wolverhampton northwards. 200 reported accidents, 300 casualties, 10 fatalities over last 10 years.  Highways portfolio holder had not been invited to attend the Meeting but he will be invited to the February meeting.  Speed is a contributing factor to problems.  Cllr Power said he would like an item put onto the website to ask people to report any issues/accidents that they have had to the PC to compile evidence. State of the surface of the road is a hazard, along with lack of cats’ eyes and very haphazard road markings.  The Police and Crime Commissioner has a grant to assist with road safety projects.  One way signage for exiting the car park to be put in which has now been confirmed by Highways.  7th February is the next meeting date. Cllr Dakin to be invited to attend. Councillors discussed lack of signage and  investment into maintaining the roads by Shropshire Council.  
Cllr Thornhill reported that the My Shropshire portal does not work. Action: Clerk to report. 
‘Fill that hole’ recommended as the best route for getting potholes reported/actioned. 
-
Road closures: To receive any reports (For all closures and diversion routes:

Church Lane  flood fixed. Dark Lane road closure has come through for comments – bridge has collapsed today which will impact on the diversion proposed.  This route is not suitable for HGV traffic.  Cllr Dodd stated that the proposed route is unsuitable for a diversion route, particularly following the recent bridge collapse. Action: Clerk has reported – to follow up.

8/20
Correspondence
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; Buckingham Palace Garden party nominations; Election results; BT kiosk removal consultation: Tilstock kiosk; 
BT kiosk removal – Councillors agreed that they are content for the removal of the kiosk.
Buckingham Palace Garden Party nominations: Cllr A Allen to be proposed. 
Dementia friendly church services information given to the Councillors for display on noticeboards.  
9/20
 Planning: 
a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions 
i)
Applications: None received
ii)
Decisions: 

19/04706/FUL  (validated: 28/10/2019)
Address:  Proposed Agricultural Workers Dwelling To The East Of, Hollins Lane, Tilstock, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of agricultural workers dwelling and detached double garage, alterations to existing vehicular access and installation of package treatment plant in association with Abbey Farm, Tilstock
Decision:  Withdrawn

It is understood that this will be resubmitted with alterations.



19/04874/FUL  (validated: 05/11/2019)
Address:  Ivy House , 2 The Meadows, Ash Parva, SY13 4EU
Proposal:  Erection of single storey extension to the side of the property
Decision:  Grant Permission

19/05059/FUL  (validated: 18/11/2019)
Address:  3 Longwood Cottages, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4ER
Proposal:  Change of use of land to equestrian use to include the erection of a timber stable barn, outdoor horse exercise area and horse walker for private use
Decision:  Grant Permission

iii)
Reconsultation:

Reconsultation due to Amendement on application 19/04922/FUL - Spring House
Proposal: Alterations in connection with reconfiguration of the property to include erection of a two storey side extension following demolition of existing single storey wrap around extension
View the application directly online: https://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=Q0M4U9TDJ2G00

Cllr Thornhill informed the Meeting that large amounts of garden waste being deposited locally suggesting that a premises is being used as a business which may be contrary to planning regulations. Action: Clerk to report to Planning Enforcement.

10/20
Finance:

a) Cash book & Bank reconciliation – For information/approval
Circulated for information.  The bank reconciliation was checked against bank statements for accuracy and duly approved. 
b) To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication)
All payments, including the salary, were proposed for payment by Cllr A Allen, seconded Cllr J Dodd,  all agreed. Cheques duly signed. The Clerk presented a new bank mandate for completion.  To sign off in February.
c) Computer equipment/wifi : to consider quotes for installing wifi into Ash Parish Rooms
Quotes compared from Zen and PlusNet.  Cllr Allen proposed accepting the Plusnet quote, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. Action: Clerk to commission.  
c)
Precept/budget: to enable Councillors to set the 2020/21 precept and confirm the budget
To add internet charges and wildflower planting project costs into the budget. The Clerk confirmed that the budgets are prepared working on an annual 2% increase to budget costings generally. Councillors queried whether 3% would be a more realistic figure.  Cllr A Allen proposed maintaining a 2% increase, seconded by Cllr Butler.  5 in favour.  Cllr Thornhill and Cllr Hunter proposed a 3% increase:  3 in favour. To continue with 2% increase.  Councillors agreed that additional funding requests could be put in.  Add £800 to the annual expense figures.  The Clerk reminded Councillors that if 2 additional street lights will be required in Ash Magna then they should also factor in a costs of c £1500 x 2 which could come out of NF money.  The Clerk informed the Councillors that in order to  return a 0% increase in the precept the Parish Council can apply for £22,239 which would give a Band D charge of £35.60 instead of £36.58 last year with a precept of £21,643 (due to additional housing).  Cllr A Allen proposed applying for £22,239 for a 0% increase. Cllr Butler seconded the proposal, all agreed.  Action: Clerk to apply. Cllr W Allen suggested also increasing annual grants by 2%.  
f)
ICO renewal confirmation – The Clerk informed Councillors that this would be generated automatically by direct debit at a cost of £35 (£5 reduction when payment is made by direct debit).
g)
S137 expenditure limits confirmation for 2020/21: The figure for 2020-21 will be £8.32.
h)
Carbon neutral projects: Covered under a previous item. 

i)
Clerk’s SLCC membership renewal – Councillors approved renewing the Clerk’s annual membership. 
	Date
	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of Expenditure

	30/12/19
	Employee
	Salary 
	£418.94
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	19/11/19
	K  G Landscaping
	Tilstock maintenance
	£1554
	100405
	Public Health Act 1875; LGA 1972 s14p27; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9/10; LGA  Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	23/11/19
	K G Landscaping
	Ash maintenance
	£2262
	100406
	Public Health Act 1875; LGA 1972 s14p27; Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9/10; LGA  Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	01/01/20
	SLCC
	Clerk’s membership
	£227
	100407
	LGA 1972 s143


Proposed 2020-21 budget:
	Expenditure forecast
	
	 Anticipated Income:
	

	Salary
	                      5,257 
	Precept
	                    20,340 

	Room Hire
	                         224 
	Interest
	                         115 

	Lighting
	                         571 
	Grants
	                           -   

	Grounds Maintenance
	                      3,492 
	Vat Repayment
	                         824 

	Assets
	                           -   
	Other (NF)
	                           -   

	Audit
	                         423 
	Income total:
	                    21,279 

	Insurance
	                         818 
	
	

	S137
	                           -   
	Opening Balance
	                    47,449 

	Grants
	                      4,100 
	Closing
	                    50,842 

	Affiliations
	                         588 
	
	

	Administration
	                      1,386 
	
	

	Street light maintenance
	                         100 
	
	

	Playground
	                         700 
	
	

	Training
	                         139 
	
	

	Neighbourhood Fund
	                           Unknown  
	
	

	VAT
	                           88 
	
	

	Expense total
	                    17,886 
	
	


11/20
Items for inclusion on the next agenda 

To enable Councillors to put forward items for the next agenda for the Meeting to be held on 3rd February 2020: No items brought forward. 
There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:41pm.
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