



Chairman:		Cllr R Thornhill	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:		Cllr M Haynes; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr R Thompson; Cllr A Martin; Cllr K How	
Clerk:			Mrs M Joyce
			
Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 19th March 2025 at
Ash Village Hall 
 
554	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting open at 7pm. No members of the public attended the Meeting. Apologies were received from Cllrs W Allen, A Allen, C Kettle, L Loweth, M Richardson and W Kay which were duly accepted.

555	To receive Declarataions of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispenstaion Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct
No declarations or requests were received. 

556	To consider/approve a quote for replacement playground equipment and to receive a recommendation from the Playground Working Group
The Councillors discussed the recent site visit to confirm the requirements for replacement equipment set against the 5 quotes received.  The Councillors, who attended the visit as part of the Working Group, confirmed that a replacement aerial runway is required for Ash.  It was confirmed that the existing toddler swing, whilst in need of some cosmetic refurbishment, is robust and has passed recent safety inspections.  For the playground in Tilstock it was agreed that a toddler swing set and new springer is required.  The Councillors considered the quotes for the replacement equipment set against the installation charges and those levied for removal/disposal/storage of equipment. It was decided that a new picnic bench will be sourced separately by the Parish Council to replace the existing bench.  Cllr Thompson proposed appointing JH Griffith to undertake the job, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Clerk to appoint. Resolved. 

557	To consider/approve a quote for asset maintenance repairs – to approve and appoint a contractor 
The Playground Working Group reported that it had inspected some maintenance repairs, such as the repainting of roundabouts, in Tilstock. It was agreed that repairs to a few small cracks in the wetpour in Tilstock could be undertaken at a later date.  The wetpour in Ash needs to be jetwashed and the springers need washing down.  The slide steps in Ash require removal. Councillors discussed replacing the steps or replacing with a rope pull to add interest/activity instead. It was decided to remove the steps and platform and replace with a rope pull.  The junior swing set in Tilstock and the toddler swing set in Ash to be repainted. The Councillors considered the quotes.  Cllr Haynes proposed appointing JHG to undertake the asset repairs, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 

558	To consider/approve a grounds maintenance quote and appoint a contractor
The Councillors reviewed the recent inspection report which had highlighted some items for attention.  Where the wetpour surface has shrunk back from the edges around the 2 roundabouts and the multiplay in Tilstock, the Councillors agreed that repairs to the kerbing are needed. A couple of sections of kerbing have subsided. These will require replacement/realigning.  Grass matting is needed under the toddler multiplay in Ash.  The grass matting under the junior swing in Tilstock needs replacing and soil/grass replacement is required in a couple of areas.  Cllr Haynes proposed appointing JHG to undertake the groundworks, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. 

559	Bank mandate for completion
Cllr Thornhill proposed completing the new mandate supplied by the bank, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. Resolved. 

There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the meeting closed at 7:37pm.








