


 Chairman:	Cllr T BlythWHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:	Cllr W Allen; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr R Thomspon; Cllr A Allen; Cllr M Haynes
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr G Dakin

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 4th January 2024 at
Tilstock Village Hall 

391	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation (no decisions to be taken)
Apologies were received from Cllrs Thornhill, Loweth, Kay and Martin which were duly accepted by the Council.  Cllr Blyth, Vice Chairman, chaired the Meeting in place of Cllr Thornhill.
Cllr Hunter’s resignation was noted. The Clerk confirmed that a card had been sent as requested to thank Cllr Hunter for his many years of service to the Council and community.
Cllr Blyth declared the Meeting open at 7:15pm wishing everyone a Happy New Year.  Two members of the public attended the Meeting, one to give an overview of his planning application.


392	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
No requests or declarations were received. 

393	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on  4th December 2023 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th December 2023.  Cllr Thompson proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

394 	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

395 	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin gave an overview of problems being experienced countywide ie flooding and potholes.  The Council has not managed to make as many savings as it had hoped. The budget is out for consultation and everyone is encouraged to respond to it. 

396 	Correspondence: To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email inc: 
SALC AGM; NALC updates; NSAC meeting details; Winter service support; Martyn’s Law; Project gigabit stakeholder event; ICO renewal confirmation; Emergency planning event; 
Resignation received from Cllr T Hunter
Cllr Haynes will attend one of the sessions on Martyn’s Law.  
Cllr W Allen attends the NSAC meetings.
The ICO renewal was noted from 10th December 2023.

397	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations – update		
No update. Action: Clerk to chase Solicitor again.



b)	SmartWater rollout – to discuss	
One kit has been sent out this week. Cllr Kettle to forward a list of people wanting kits to the Clerk. 

c)	Place Plans – to update			
The Clerk reported that the updated version has not yet been uploaded onto Shropshire Council’s portal. 

d)	Councillor vacancy – co-option 		
The vacancy has been advertised on the website, noticeboards and Shropshire Council’s website.  Action: To include co-option onto February’s agenda.

e) 	Community engagement – feedback	
The Facebook page is still in progress. 

f)	Adoption of biodiversity policy
Councillors acknowledged receipt of the NALC template model policy. Councillors agreed in principle to adopt the policy, noting that it is now a statutory duty to have a policy in place. This policy will be reviewed, updated and added to the strategic objectives plan. The adoption of the policy was proposed by Cllr Kettle, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved.

398	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention / updates on reported matters/ Road closures
The Clerk reported that she has chased the upgrade quote submitted on 27th November.  The Hollins Lane light was repaired on 29th November.  
Cllr Thompson reported that on street parking opposite the Bowling Club in Tilstock is causing visibility issues for cars exiting the access road to the Hall and Crabmill Meadow. An accident occurred recently due to the problems seeing around the cars when accessing Tilstock Lane.  Action: Clerk to raise with Highways.

ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
Councillors discussed the grounds maintenance and confirmed that they are content with the current level of service. The contractor has submitted a quote for 2024-25 at the same price. Cllr W Allen proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. 
Cllr W Allen raised the request for the Parish Council to pay for the resurfacing of the permissive footpath in Ash Parva, known locally as the Parker Allen Way. Councillors discussed current ownership of the land and the lack of progress in transferring ownership, by the developer, of the footpath and x2 parking spaces by the pond, which has been ongoing for c2 years.  The Parish Council has previously paid for resurfacing costs to ensure a safe walkway between the two villages prior to the housing development being built.  It is believed that either the developer or the management company now owns the land.  Action: Clerk to chase the Solicitor regarding the transfer again.  Cllr W Allen indicated that he believes a letter exists stating that the Parish Council wrote to the previous owner to confirm that it would maintain this path in perpetuity. The Clerk requested a copy of the letter so that the current members are aware of this and that it can be noted for future years.   A resident has requested a hard surface be installed, on one area at least. Cllr W Allen suggested that a couple of bags of a suitable material would cost in the region of £80 which should suffice.  To take forward to February’s meeting. 

iii) Ash War Memorial – maintenance 
No date given as yet for commencement of works.

iv)	Finger post repairs – to discuss 
The Clerk reported that Highways has not as yet responded to the email sent in November to ask if they would have any issues with the post being restored to full height.  She has chased for a response. Action: To take forward. 

v)	Playground inspections – to raise matters requiring attention
Cllr Thompson reported a broken fence panel in Tilstock. Cllr Blyth proposed that the handyman be asked to repair this as an emergency constituting a health and safety concern, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. 

vi)	Highways site visits – to discuss/update
The Clerk has again requested a site visit from the Highways Officer to discuss the installation of passing places. 

vii)	Road Closure: Hollins Lane, Whitchurch, SY13 3NU Start Date: 11.03.2024. End Date: 12.03.2024.
Purpose: Road Closure - Small Meter Renew 50mm Works Promoter: Severn Trent Water
Works Promoter Ref: LB9141201-000060558701A https://one.network/?tm=136732989
Road Closure:  Ash Road, Whitchurch Start Date: 12th February 2024 End Date: 14th February 2024
Purpose: Road Closure - Large Sluice Valve Install Works Promoter:   Severn Trent Water
Works Promoter Ref: LB9141201-000013371978-02
Enforcement pattern for Ash Road, Whitchurch: All the time
https://one.network/?tm=136132903

399 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)

a) Applications: 
23/05129/FUL  (validated: 11/12/2023)
Address:  10 Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DF
Proposal:  Erection of two storey extension and internal alterations
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S4WFPPTDLSK00
Councillors agreed to support this application. 

23/05205/FUL  (validated: 04/12/2023)
Address:  The Croft , Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DF
Proposal:  Single storey rear extension and garage extension
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S53U5STDLWS00
Councillors raised no objections and agreed to support this application. 


23/05206/FUL  (validated: 04/12/2023)
Address:  The Bungalow, Golf House Lane, Prees Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3JR
Proposal:  Erection of a detached garage and associated works
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S53U6OTDLWU00 
Councillors agree to support this application. 
 


23/05172/FUL  (validated: 01/12/2023)
Address:  Land South East Of, Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of an agricultural calf rearing shed, feed store and associated works
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S4YAITTDLUV00
Councillors agreed to support this application.  

23/05146/FUL  (validated: 30/11/2023)
Address:  Lower Blackoe Farm, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NX
Proposal:  Conversion of former agricultural building to create two dwellings and the erection of a new 4 bay carport together with new sewage treatment plant
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S4WG1UTDLTI00
Councillors agreed a neutral stance on this application. 

b) Decisions:
23/04392/FUL  (validated: 25/10/2023)
Address:  Park Cottage, 15 Hollins Lane, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NU
Proposal:  Erection of replacement dwelling including regularisation of domestic curtilage, including change of use of agricultural land to domestic curtilage and change of use of domestic curtilage to agricultural land - to superseded 23/02981/FUL
Decision:  Grant Permission

400 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Clrl Kettle proposed approving the reconciliation as accurate, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Richardson proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Clerk queried when Tilstock Bowling & Tennis Club would like their grant payment to be made. Cllr Haynes confirmed that it could be paid in February. 
The Clerk confirmed that Parish Councils are now able to make grant payments to the Church under the Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023. Councillors requested that grant payments to aid cemetery maintenance be included on February’s agenda. 
The Clerk requested permission to purchase a new copy of Arnold-Barker’s Council Administration. The cost of £134 will be divided between the Councils she works for. Cllr A Allen proposed approving the request, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. 
	
c)	Defibrillators
The Clerk confirmed that the new defibrillator will be installed on the outside of the toilet block at the HGV car park, Prees Heath on Monday 8th January 2024. 

d)	Neighbourhood Fund spend – Ash Bowling Club 
Cllr Kettle confirmed that this item will not be taken forward. 
A brief update was given on the application to purchase land from Ash Village Hall. This item is on hold until further notice. 
Cllr Thompson confirmed that he has written to a landowner to ask if they might be willing to sell a parcel of land for amenity space in Tilstock.




e)	Budget for 2024-25 – to discuss/confirm
Councillors reviewed the budget to which a 5% uplift had been applied. Cllr W Allen proposed accepting the budget, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. 

f)	Precept – to agree 
Councillors agreed to apply for a precept with a 3.5% increase to give a figure of £26,878. The amount was proposed by Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. Action: Clerk to apply. 

	Date
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/12/23
	Employee
	Salary
	£580.64
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	07/12/23
	Bank
	Bank charges
	5.80
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	08/12/23
	ICO
	GDPR registration
	£35.00
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	30/11/23
	BT
	Broadband provision to Halls
	£55.56
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	12/12/23
	Hugo Fox(GoCardless)
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	05/12/23
	Shropshire Council
	Energy supply
	£348.01
	DD
	HA 1980 s301,n PCA 1957 s3

	11/12/23
	KG Landscaping
	Grounds maintenance
	£2124.00
	100645
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10; PHA 1875 s164

	11/12/23
	KG Landscaping
	Grounds maintenance
	£1428.00
	100646
	Open Spaces Act 1906 s9-10; PHA 1875 s164

	04/01/24
	R Thompson
	Notice board backing material
	£42.28
	100647
	LGA 1972 s111

	17/12/23
	MedUK Group Ltd
	Defib cabinet/unit
	£1596.00
	100648
	PHA 1936 s234

	04/01/24
	SLCC
	Clerk’s membership (/4)
	£74.50
	100649
	LGA 1972 s111

	Date 
	Name
	Receipt
	Amount
	
	

	16/12/23
	Bank
	Interest
	£266.60
	
	

	06/12/23
	Plusnet
	Refund
	£69.46
	
	



401 	Agenda items for the 5th February2024 Meeting
Co-option of Councillor; Review of biodiversity policy; Staffing matters – to adopt the new model employment contract; Cemetery maintenance grants;

The public were thanked for attending. The public left the Meeting. 

402	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
No matters were raised. 

b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
No matters were raised. 

There being no further matters for consideration the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:49pm. 
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