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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th September 2022 at Ash Parish Rooms

Chairman:
Cllr Thornhill
Councillors:
Cllr A Allen; Cllr W Allen; Cllr P Blyth; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Taylor; Cllr R Thompson; Cllr M Haynes; 
Clerk:

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:
Cllr G Dakin

196/22
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation (no decisions to be taken)
Vice Chairman, Cllr Thornhill chaired the Meeting in the absence of the Chairman, Cllr Power. The Meeting was declared open at 7:15pm.  The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting.
Cllrs Power, Richardson and Loweth sent their apologies.  There were no announcements.  
One member of the public attended the Meeting.  Cllr Dakin attended the Meeting.  
The Member of the public informed the Council that work on the pond has now been finished. The maintenance will be continued. He further reported that The White Lion has put out signage to  discourage people from exiting the one way system the wrong way, however,  it seems that some of the regulars routinely continue to do so.  He suggested that an electric barrier be installed and requested that a Parish Room committee member might take this suggestion to the Committee for consideration.   
The flag was not flown to mark the Jubilee – he queried why. Councillors confirmed that they would look into this. 

197/22 
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  
Cllr Thompson declared an interest in the grant funding request for Tilstock Hall.
198/22 
Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 4th July 2022 (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)

The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the draft minutes of the July meeting.  Cllr Blyth, seconded by Cllr Taylor, proposed and seconded the Minutes as  a true and accurate record of the Meeting, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.

199/22 
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda

No matters were raised.

200/22 
Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions

Further to queries forwarded following the last meeting Cllr Dakin gave a report answering questions raised: 

Vending machines – Cllr Dakin confirmed that they have an appropriate licensing permission as they are in an existing building.  A form has been provided by Planning should any more information be required. The query was raised by a member of the public rather than the Parish Council. The site is not overly busy and does not seem to be any problem at the moment.   
Extended speed limit and VAS due for Ash Parva – this is still ongoing despite the 5 year delay.
Passing places for the Ash Magna to Whitchurch road – Cllr Dakin is investigating and is waiting for Highways to respond.

Ash Road/Ash Lane – inadequate pothole filling was reported.  The number of defects and poor road surface – resurfacing work has been scheduled to take place in the Autumn.  
Prees Heath parking issues – blocked pavements by the Truck Stop.  This has been reported to Shropshire Council and the police.  They have indicated willingness to attend on a Thursday evening however, Councillors agreed that there is a daily parking issue with the pavements being blocked with parked vehicles. 
Car wash on A41 reported –ownership of the site is being looked into. Concerns were raised that cars and vans are now being sold on this site also.  Sight lines for houses are being compromised for access and egress as cars are being parked along the road side.  

201/22 
Housekeeping 
a) 
Play area inspections
Ash playground is closed for new equipment being installed.  Tilstock playground is in good condition.  

b) 
Land registrations 
No update since the last meeting. Action: Clerk to follow up with the Solicitor. 

c)
Defibrillators
Software versions to be checked on the defibrillators.  Some models have been recalled for software updates. 

d)
Strategic objectives – questionnaire/leaflet 
Cllr Blyth apologised for the late update due to ill health.  Further to questions raised by Councillors about online surveys she confirmed that there is a way to prevent multiple survey returns online.  It has been confirmed that prizes cannot be offered as an incentive to complete the surveys.  The survey needs to be standardised and formatted for distribution.  The original deadline has now been missed – Cllr Blyth queried if there is still an appetite to distribute it.  Her view is that it is still relevant.  Councillors discussed various items for inclusion.  The mobile policing unit has recently visited Tilstock and Councillors agreed that a general question about crime would  be a good idea, particularly in view of the Smartwater rollout.  Councillors discussed whether to continue with the community engagement.  Cllr Haynes expressed the view that it is useful to know what people want, need, use/don’t use etc. Cllr Blyth suggested explaining the role of the parish council – its members and its function.  Action: Clerk to provide content. Cllr Blyth and Haynes to liaise re formatting the document.  
e)
SmartWater rollout

Councillors agreed to hold rollout events on 1st and 8th October 2022 with advertising in advance. The bookings will be dependent upon hall availability. Action: Clerk to arrange advertising materials; Hall availability to be checked. 
202/22 
Correspondence

To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins; Removal of ACV listing for White Lion Pub; SAAA External Auditor arrangements; Local Policing Charter; Removal of Tilstock Playing field’s ACV listing. 
The ACV listings – have now expired.  Councillors discussed the listings.  The playing field is now owned by the School Academy – access for the public has been stopped.  Councillors agreed not to request a relisting for either the pub or the school field. 

Road closures: 

Road closure Ash Road, Ash Magna Start Date: 31st October 2022 End Date: 11th November 2022
Purpose: Road Closure - Service connection to 7 properties.Works Promoter:   Severn Trent Water
Works Promoter Ref: LB9141201-000096087817A-01Enforcement pattern for Ash Road, Ash Magna:
24 hours - The closure will be removed over the weekend period.
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=130602054
203/22 
Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) 
Applications:
22/03682/FUL  (validated: 17/08/2022)
Address:  Proposed Residential Development Land North West Of, Crabmill Meadow, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of 3no Bungalows with garages

 https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DRGENGNTD0BN00&amp;data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce1abf11e73e840d429c508da807a53af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637963560114935027%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=QIUzdKl4I3VNkh8qmzW8GZZ515Ef7nf2SwEV67X3LSM%3D&amp;reserved=0
Cllr Thompson confirmed that it is beyond the new developments.  It falls outside the current SAMDev boundary.  The access road is very narrow.  Councillors discussed the importance of maintaining the development boundaries.  Cllr Dodd proposed objecting on the basis that it falls outside the development boundary, seconded by Cllr A Allen. Agreed. 
22/03054/REM  (validated: 02/08/2022)
Address:  Proposed Dwelling NW Of The Coppice, Tilstock Lane, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Approval of reserved matters (layout, scale, landscaping, and appearance) pursuant to outline permission 21/00352/OUT for erection of 1No single storey dwelling with detached garage
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DREAY2STDH5J00&amp;data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd0d84aacf87a4e977d5908da74b0dbd7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637950600187698390%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=5lXND5AzLu1FLHzpaJoTdXzGQVGQ2sO2YCgqg%2FulEqA%3D&amp;reserved=0
Reserved matters application for application which has outline permission.  It was noted that the site proposed is on the corner of Golf House lane – the access will eventually be onto Tilstock Lane.  No objections were raised. 
22/03013/FUL  (validated: 18/07/2022)
Address:  Land Opposite Ash Grove, Ash, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of an affordable dwelling with a detached 3-bay garage/carport
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fpa.shropshire.gov.uk%2Fonline-applications%2FapplicationDetails.do%3FactiveTab%3Dsummary%26keyVal%3DRE78RXTDH3E00&amp;data=05%7C01%7C%7C60c041dff37d4cbb74eb08da68e75d26%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637937640146048747%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=tmsn6F2PCsu9uwxN7upyZq1Ceb9KWq63JN0BXZJySno%3D&amp;reserved=0
Response submitted online on behalf of the Council under delegated authority by the Clerk following consultation with the Councillors during the summer recess. 
New applicaton: 22/03788/adv for advertising boards: noted - no objections

b) 
Decisions:
22/02270/FUL  (validated: 27/05/2022)
Address:  Lea Hall Farm, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4NP
Proposal:  Installation of additional 122 50kW of ground mounted solar panels
Decision:  Withdrawn

22/02062/FUL  (validated: 17/05/2022)
Address:  Unit 2 Former Grain Store, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2HA
Proposal:  Re-configuration of internal road arrangement
Decision:  Grant Permission

22/02152/FUL  (validated: 19/05/2022)
Address:  Pinfold Cottage, New Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EN
Proposal:  Proposed replacement of old septic tank with a sewage water treatment plant
Decision:  Grant Permission

204/22 
Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention: to enable Councillors to report environmental health/highways concerns 
Matters reported to Cllr A Allen by a resident were discussed having been previously circulated via email to Councillors.  It was reported that the chestnut trees in Tilstock car park are now dead and need removing. Fly tipping needs removing – galvanised wire needs to be removed.  Debris is being dumped into the cemetery. Laurel hedge on right hand side of the entrance needs cutting back.  Action: Cllr Thompson and Haynes to deal with. 

ii) Feedback from any matters raised with Shropshire Council – Prees Heath footway issues
Dealt with under a previous item. 
Defibrillator – Following software update alert the defibrillators require checking.  Action: Clerk and Cllr Thornhill to check the Ash defib, Cllr Thompson to check the Tisltock defib.

Futher to approval from Shropshire Council to install a defib at Prees Heath car park the Clerk has arranged to meet with Shropshire Council to sort out the details ie location, licence etc.  Cllr Dakin to attend.  
205/22 
Finance:

a)
Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Circulated via email with bank statements for information.  Councillors confirmed that the reconciliation is accurate, approval was proposed by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr S Taylor, all agreed. Cllr Thornhill signed the reconciliation as approved. 
b)
To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
All invoices/payments were approved for payment as proposed by Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed.  

The Clerk explained ongoing issues with Scottish Power invoicing. It is trying to charge for period past 01/05/22 (ie to 30/06/22) when the contract had been terminated. Have asked for new final invoice.
c) 
Funding requests from Tilstock Bradbury Village Hall 
A funding request has been received for metal railings to replace boundary fencing.  Only two quotes have been achieved so far.  
Cllr Haynes recommended a third company to approach – take forward to October’s meeting.
The second application is for an improved emergency disabled access.  Two quotes available out of the companies approached – Cllr Thompson to provide details of all companies approached to the Clerk including those which did not quote.  The two quotes are for £1880 and £4776 to renew the path.  Cllr Blyth proposed accepting the lower quote, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. 

d)
External Audit – update if available
The Clerk reported that the audit has yet to be completed. 

	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	31/07/22
	Employee
	Salary
	£545.12
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	16/08/22
	PlusNet
	Ash Hall Broadband 
	£25.20
	DD
	LG Mis Prov Act 1976 s19

	31/08/22
	Employee
	Salary
	£545.12
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	02/08/22
	Employee
	Plusnet (connection charge Tilstock Hall)
	£32.39
	100533
	LGA 1972 s111

	31/08/22
	Shropshire Council
	Energy
	£221.98
	100534
	

	10/08/22
	Eon
	Annual maintenance contract
	£270.85
	100535
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	05/09/22
	Tilstock Village Hall
	Re-imbursement of costs to install CCTV
	£2679.74
	100536
	LG Mis Prov Act 1976 s19


Annual grants to be paid in October




e)
Ash Village Hall playground project update
Closed for 2 weeks whilst the upgrade is ongoing. 

f)
Neighbourhood Fund spend working group terms of reference

Clerk to provide a draft document for consideration.

206/22 
Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information

a) 
To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
No matters were raised. 

208/22 
Agenda items for the next Ordinary Meeting to be held on 3rd October 2022
Flags – Cllr W Allen volunteered to take responsibility for keeping and raising the Parish Council flags.  
Jubilee tree – Tilstock hall does not have a suitable site – Councillors asked if the school would like one. Action: Clerk to liaise with the School.
Shropshire Council tree scheme – Councillors requested an oak tree for Ash.


There being no further matters for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 20:31 pm.
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