



Chairman:	Cllr R Thornhill	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:	Cllr W Allen; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr W Kay; Cllr A Martin, Cllr M Haynes,Cllr L Loweth, 
	Cllr A Allen
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr G Dakin 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3rd June 2024 at
Ash Village Hall at 7:15pm
457 [bookmark: _Hlk155263358] Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
(A period of 15 minutes is allocated to permit public representations to the Council. No decisions to be taken)
The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 7:15pm.  Apologies were received from Cllr Thompson and Richardson. Two members of the public attended the Meeting.  
One resident gave an overview of a grant funding application submitted for the Council’s consideration.  He advised of a change to the amount being applied for.  
The Council was advised that the pond in Ash Parva needs dredging to remove the silt. 

458	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
Cllr Kettle advised an interest in the Village Hall funding application. 
Cllr W Allen advised an interest in the motorcross activity discussion.

458	Update on Co-option/Vacancy
No applications have been received. 

459	Approval of the Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 7th May 2024 and the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th May 2024
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 7th May 2024.  Cllr Kay proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. 
The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.
Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th May 2024.  Cllr Kay proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. 

The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.

460 	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

461 	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin reported on the upcoming General Election and changes being implemented at Shropshire Council, including a call for voluntary redundancies.  He also updated Councillors on recent local motorcross activity.




462 	Correspondence: To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email inc: 
SALC AGM; NALC updates; General Election; New hedgerow regulations; Shropshire Local Plan update; Community climate connectors project; Project gigabit update; Public space protection order; Good Councillors Guide; 
Police newsletter has been received and mobile unit visit notices distributed. To be displayed on the noticeboards locally. 
The Councillors responded to a request for their top three priorities for the Local Policing Charter.  Cllr Kettle proposed highlighting speeding, thefts from outbuildings and other traffic offences, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 

463	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations – update		
The Clerk reported that she has chased the village green registration but has not heard back from the Solicitor.  She has provided the supporting evidence for the Parish Council’s signing arrangements. 

b)	SmartWater rollout – to discuss	
The Police are due to attend local village halls with the mobile policing unit. The dates were circulated. 

c)	Community engagement – feedback	
No update.

d)	Biodiversity policy	
Cllrs Loweth and Kay to liaise over final draft document.  Taking into consideration the inclusion of Ash Parva pond, the Councillors agreed that it is vital that the Pond Committee fully engage with the Parish Council prior to any work being carried out without consultation with the Councillors, either via a representative of the Council or at a Meeting. 

e)	Defibrillators				
The Clerk has forwarded details to Councillors for checks needed so that the Circuit can be updated. 

f)	New Model Financial Regulations		
Action: Take forward to July’s meeting. 

464	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention / updates on reported matters/ Road closures
The Tilstock VAS repair work has not been done as yet. Clerk to chase.
Large potholes reported on Ash Road have been ringed for repair.  
The footway from Waymills to Ash Magna has not had the siding work undertaken to date.  Clerk to follow up with Highways. 

ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
The Clerk was asked to request that the Grounds Maintenance contractor sprays the weeds on the two parking spaces next to the pond.

iii) Charities – update on representations
Resident Shiela Martinson has offered to carry on as representative for the Whitchurch Relief in Need.  Cllr Kettle made the proposal, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. 


vi)	Motorcross activity
It was reported that the motorcycles were using the same field adjacent to the A41 on Sunday.  This is the 15th occasion this year, exceeding the 14 day limit which is a potential breach of planning.  The residents are being significantly impacted by the activity.

v)	Playground inspections – Confirmation of annual inspection in June
Cllr Thornhill reported that following an inspection of assets it was found that a new playground sign is needed for Ash. Proposed by Cllr Loweth, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. Action: Clerk to order. 
A new Deep Water Warning sign has been ordered for installation next to the pond – the original sign has disappeared.  The Clerk has ordered a replacement which is being installed this week.  
The new cradle seat for Tilstock playground is with the handyman for installation asap.
The Councillors discussed a sign for the recreation facilities in Ash. It was decided that the Village Hall should order a sign for the Bowling Club, multi use court and the playground.
Following a discussion regarding the upcoming annual inspections, it was agreed that the life ring should be moved as per the recommendation to a more visible location.  Cllr W Allen to arrange. 

vi)	Highways site visit – to discuss/update
The Clerk has chased for the report. 

viii)	Street lighting 
The Clerk confirmed that the street light in the passageway by the car park has now been upgraded (20/05/24). Invoice expected. 

viii)	Footpaths/bridleways inc Parker Allen Way
An email has been received regarding the upkeep of the permissive footpath which runs between Ash Parva and Ash Magna (Parker Allen Way).  It stated that an agreement was made between the then Chairman of the Parish Council and the landowner regarding ongoing maintenance and that the path will be closed off for one day per year.  The Clerk has checked the Minutes from this period and can find references to the land being offered, gates being sourced, insurance checked and the official opening, however, no resolutions are recorded accepting the offer of the land for a path for general use, agreeing to repairs/maintenance and so forth. There are no references to other meetings about any arrangements or documents.  It has transpired that when the land was purchased for the development the area of land used as a permissive footpath was not included so is still under the ownership of the original landowner.  It is understood that the developer’s solicitor has written to the landowner about the matter.  It was suggested that the landowner should contact the Parish Council directly if he wishes to transfer the ownership.  
A problem with an inaccessible footpath was reported from the Church to Ashwood Lane. This will be reported to Outdoor Recreation. 

ix)	Road Closure:  Ash Road, Between Ash Parva and Ightfield
Start Date: 13th August 2024 End Date: 13th August 2024 Purpose: Road closure - Pole Testing
Works Promoter:   Openreach Works Promoter Ref: BC008PTMS419576-01
Enforcement pattern for Ash Road, Between Ash Parva and Ightfield: 9.30 - 15.30hrs
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=138893482

Road closure: Wem to Tilstock: 
	Scheme Specific Details.

	Scheme name
	Carriageway - B5476 - Wem to Tilstock

	Site No
	N07

	USRN
	28200933

	Planned dates (Dates may vary)
	From 02/07/24

	Traffic Management
	Road Closure

	Permit timings
	09.30 - 16.00



465 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
24/01641/FUL  (validated: 22/05/2024)
Address:  Boathouse, Brown Moss Lane, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4BU
Proposal:  Proposed replacement dwelling and detached garage
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SCGLLWTDHCN00
Cllr Loweth proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. 

24/01784/FUL  (validated: 08/05/2024)
Address:  Bennions Field, Dark Lane, Old Woodhouses, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Conversion of existing small barn to single dwelling including re-cladding in timber
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SD4FPHTD07U00
Cllr Loweth proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. 

b) Decisions:
24/01258/FUL  (validated: 27/03/2024)
Address:  Ashdale House , Ash Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DG
Proposal:  Conversion of traditional building to form a single open market dwelling Decision:  Grant Permission
24/01141/FUL  (validated: 21/03/2024)
Address:  Hillcrest, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DJ
Proposal:  Change of use of domestic garage/store to form a domestic annex Decision:  Grant Permission
 23/02241/FUL  (validated: 24/05/2023)
Address:  Land Opposite Ash Grove, Ash, Shropshire, SY13 4DL
Proposal:  Erection of an affordable dwelling Decision:  Grant Permission

c)	Appeal:
Site Address: Land Off Tilstock Close, Tilstock, Shropshire, .
Description of development: Discharge of S106 agreement attached to planning permission reference 14/03013/OUT
Application reference: 23/01286/DSA106 Planning Inspector ref: APP/L3245/Q/24/3344165
Appeal reference: 24/03258/REFPOB
Noted. 

466 	Finance:
a)	Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Latest bank statements have been circulated for information.
The Clerk has received confirmation that Shropshire Council has ordered the replacement finger post sign for Tilstock car park.  The Clerk is submitting expenses for the new Free Parking sign she has ordered (£74.63) as requested and the replacement Deep Water Warning sign £12.68.
The D Day flag has been received. Invoice is due this week.  Cllr Haynes seconded by Cllr Kay proposed paying the invoice online. All agreed. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Haynes, seconded by Cllr A Allen, proposed all payments for approval, all agreed. Resolved. 	




c)	Funding request applications: Ash Village Hall; Ash Parva Pond
Ash Village Hall: request for funding in order to upgrade the electricity supply to the Bowling Club
Cllr Kettle did not participate in this discussion.
Cllr Haynes proposed approval the fund request, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. 
The Clerk was asked to make the £2000 payment online. 

Ash Parva Pond Committee: Request for funding to repair the solar oxygenating system, fish food and path resurfacing material 
The Councillors noted that the original request has increased from £126.97 to £160.57.  The Councillors discussed the appearance of the pond in relation to the Council’s biodiversity policy.  It was agreed that the pond resembles more of an ornamental garden pond than a traditional natural village pond.  The Councillors again stressed that liaison between the Pond Committee and the Parish Council should be improved upon.  The Pond should be regularly assessed for risks.  
Cllr W Allen proposed approving the grant funding request, seconded by Cllr Kettle. Five Councillors supported the application, three abstained. All agreed. Resolved. 

Cllr Haynes drew the Council’s attention to the repair fund shortly to be started for repairs needed to the Tilstock Church clock face. He gave a brief history of the clock, which is still wound manually.  The face needs to be re-conditioned and the automation of the winding system is also to be looked into.  A grant funding request is likely to be submitted for consideration. 

d)	To receive the Internal Auditor’s report and acknowledge/discuss any findings therein
Councillors noted the report and accepted the recommendations and findings within. The Clerk was asked to research reserve bank accounts.  Cllr Kay proposed accepting the report, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 

e)	To approve the 2023-24 year end accounts
Cllr Haynes proposed approving the year end accounts, seconded by Cllr Loweth, all agreed. Resolved. 

f)	To complete and approve the Annual Governance Statement
The Councillors completed the Statement positively. Cllr A Allen proposed that the Chairman and Clerk sign off the Statement, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 

g)	To complete and approve the Annual Accounting Statement for 2023-24
Cllr A Allen proposed the approval of the Accounting Statement, seconded by Cllr Loweth, all agreed, resolved. 

h)	To approve the return of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023-24 to the External Auditor
Cllr Kay, seconded by Cllr Hayes proposed the submission, all agreed. Resolved. 

i)	Notice of exercise of public rights
The Clerk will forward the notice for display on noticeboards with the appropriate dates and will publicise on the website. 

j)	PKF Littlejohn scale of fees 2023-24 accounts
The Clerk advised that the fee is likely to be in the region of £210.



k)	Internal audit quote 2024/25 £220
A quote has been received from SDH Accounting for c£200.  Cllr Loweth proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. 

l)	Notification of Neighbourhood Fund award £25,012.77
Noted. 
	Date
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	29/02/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£580.64
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	07/05/24
	Bank
	Monthly bank charges
	£5.0
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	16/05/24
	BT
	Broadband provision to Halls
	£61.73
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	12/05/24
	Hugo Fox(GoCardless)
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	03/06/24
	Ash Village Hall
	Grant
	£2000
	Online
	LG 1976 Misc Prov Act s19

	03/06/24
	Ash Parva Pond assoc
	Grant
	£160.57
	100680
	LGA 1972 s137

	03/06/24
	Employee
	Expenses 
	£93.81
	100679
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/06/24
	Employee
	Sign
	£74.63
	100678
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/06/24
	Employee
	Sign
	£12.68
	100677
	LGA 1972 s111

	21/05/24
	Starboard Sys Ltd
	Accounting software
	£414.72
	100676
	LGA 1972 s111

	19/05/24
	SDH Accounting
	Internal audit
	£200.00
	100675
	LGA 1972 s94

	Date 
	Name
	Receipt
	Amount
	
	

	16/05/24
	Bank
	Interest
	£176.45
	
	

	24/04/24
	Shropshire Council
	Precept
	£26,878.00
	
	


Cllr Allen proposed moving £10k from the general fund carried over from last year to an earmarked reserve in anticipation of a grant funding request from Tilstock Church, with a futher £5k to be earmarked for playground equipment replacement, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. 


467 	Agenda items for the 1st July Meeting (Tilstock)
No items were put forward. 

468	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
No matters were raised. 
b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
Councillors discussed a complaint received regarding a recent incident of unacceptable behaviour by a resident towards a member of the Council.  Councillors agreed that if residents wish to raise complaints with the Parish Council the formal complains procedure be used rather than ‘door stepping’ Councillors at their own homes, which can be perceived as intimidating and confrontational.  As the Council has signed up for the Civility and Respect Pledge it was agreed that a statement would be read out at the next meeting to remind attendees of what is acceptable behaviour towards Councillors and that abuse will not be tolerated.  This Council intends to robustly safeguard both Councillors and employees.  
There being no further business for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at 9:15pm. 
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