WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held remotely via Zoom on 6th July 2020


Chairman:

Cllr A Allen
Councillors Present: 
Cllr P Blyth; Cllr S Power; Cllr R Butler;  Cllr T Hunter; Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Taylor
Clerk

Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:

Cllr G Dakin

43/20
Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, opening proceedings at 7:03pm. One member of the public attended the Meeting as an observer only, not wishing to make any comment.  Cllr Allen reported that a Tilstock resident had put in a request for the pavement between the School and Church receives attention. This matter has previously been reported by the Parish Council to Shropshire Council. To raise again.  The car park in Tilstock requires spraying for weeds. The grounds maintenance contractor will be asked to attend to.

44/20
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct

Cllrs A Allen, Dodd, Hunter, Taylor and Unitary Cllr Dakin all declared interests in the White Lion Pub funding and planning applications and will not be participating in the discussion. 

45/20
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st June 2020 and the Extraordinary Meeting held on 18th June 2020. 
Councillors confirmed that they had all received and read the Minutes of the last Meeting. Cllr Power proposed them to be a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved. 

46/20
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were brought forward. 

47/20
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ & Clerk’s reports


No meetings had been attended.

b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Dakin reported that many complains had been received regarding motorbikes travelling between the Raven and Coton via Steel Heath.  Coton Cafe is being asked to put in for planning permission to host bike events.  He reported that despite rumours to the contrary Shropshire Council is not going bankrupt.  £35.36m has been spent on the pandemic however despite lost council taxes and business rates it will not affect this year or next year’s budgets.  £18m has been received from central government with the possibility of a further £2m to come.  Car parking charges are being re-introduced  Cllr gave a financial update from Shropshire Council which has  a workable budget for the next  2 years. 

48/20
Housekeeping
a)
Play area inspections – to receive reports if available
Councillors confirmed receipt of the annual inspection reports forwarded by email. These will be reviewed and an action plan of any necessary works will be finalised.


b)
To discuss playground re-opening
New signs with social distancing guidelines have been issued and displayed in both playgrounds. Inspections will be carried out fortnightly. The onus for usage has been placed on the user who are expected to adhere to the guidelines issued.

c)
To appoint representative(s) for Higginson C of E School Charity, Jane Higginson Charity; Samuel Higginson Almshouses Charity following the resignation of the Parish Council’ s honorary representative
Mr Parker has resigned as the Parish Council’s representative. Cllr Blyth was proposed as a replacement by Cllr Dodd, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved.

d)
Footpath issues – to raise local matters for concern
It was reported that a local issue had been reported to the Outdoor Recreation Team by Whitchurch Walkers. The Parker Allen Way path in Ash Parva has not as yet been transferred as the S106 agreement for the site has yet to be signed off.

49/20
Correspondence
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins;
Noted. No matters were raised for discussion.

50/20
Planning

a)
Applications

 20/02419/FUL

Address:  White Lion Inn, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DR
Proposal:  Erection of four sheds to be used for social distancing meeting places
Applicant: The White Lion Ash Community Pub Ltd
The application was noted. In principle the Parish Council is supportive of the scheme. No objections were raised as proposed by Cllr Blyth, seconded by Cllr Power, all agreed. 

 20/02364/FUL  (validated: 18/06/2020)
Address:  Stables And Premises At, Church Farm, Church Lane, Ash Magna, Shropshire, SY13 4EA
Proposal:  Erection of equestrian building
No objections were raised as proposed by Cllr Butler, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. 
20/01043/OUT
DEVELOPMENT PROPOSED - Outline application (all matters reserved) for the erection of four (self-build) dwellings with garages
LOCATION: - Proposed Residential Development Land To The North Of, Hollins Lane, Tilstock, Shropshire
Councillors unanimously objected to the proposals outlined in the applications as it falls outside the development area designated in the Local Plan, proposed by Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr Dodd. 

 20/01975/FUL  (validated: 22/05/2020)
Address:  Dovedale , Dark Lane, Old Woodhouses, Whitchurch, SY13 4EH
Proposal:  Erection of rear extension to provide covered veranda at ground floor and enlargement of master bedroom to provide sitting area
Councillors agreed to support this application with the proviso that the footpath is not affected, proposed by Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. 




b)
Decisions
20/00279/OUT  (validated: 27/01/2020)
Address:  Proposed Agricultural Workers Dwelling East Of Abbey Farm, Tilstock, Shropshire
Proposal:  Outline application for the erection of an agricultural workers dwelling with garage to include access
Decision:  Refuse

18/05370/REM  (validated: 11/02/2019)
Address:  Land Off, Tilstock Close, Tilstock, Shropshire
Proposal:  Application for reserved matters (access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) pursuant to outline permission 14/03013/OUT for residential development for the erection of 9 dwellings
Decision:  Grant Permission
c)
Reconsultation

19/02796/FUL - Land And Buildings AtThe Firs
Proposal: Change of use  of land to commercial vehicle and plant auction site to include provision of customer parking, erection of an office and preparation building
The Councillors requested that the Clerk submit comments in line with previous objections.

The Meeting was paused briefly to permit restarting the zoom meeting due to the time limit having expired.  The Meeting logged out at 7:39pm and resumed at 7:44pm.  Cllr A Allen did not rejoin the Meeting.  Cllr S Power (as Vice Chairman) chaired the remainder of the Meeting.
51/20
Finance:
a) Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Councillors acknowledged receipt of the spreadsheets (cash book, bank reconciliation, payment and receipt summary) via email.

b)
To agree finance method for the funding application received from The White Lion Public House
The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council is unable to use Neighbourhood Fund money to fund this request (as confirmed by the CiL Team at Shropshire Council and NALC).  The Clerk suggested that should the Council wish to provide funding it would need to come from Council reserves as this is an unbudgeted for expense.  Councillors discussed the proposals and longevity of the project.  Cllr Butler proposed giving a grant of £1250 for the project on the basis that the funds must now come from reserves, seconded by Cllr Blyth, all agreed. Resolved. 


	Date

	Recipient
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No
	Power of Expenditure

	30/06/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£418.94
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/05/20
	Employee
	Salary
	£418.94
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	29/06/20
	SALC
	Cllr Training
	£30.00
	100428
	LGA 1972 s111

	01/07/20
	Playsafety
	Annual inspections
	£263.40
	100429
	LGA 1972 s111


c)
To approve any invoices received post agenda publication for payment
All payments presented for approval were proposed for payment (inc salary payment) by Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr Butler, all agreed. Resolved. 
d)
To confirm submission of AGAR to External Auditor
The Clerk confirmed that the AGAR had been submitted to the Auditor for inspection.

e)
Publication of Elector’s Rights Notice relating to the 2019-20 Accounts
The Clerk will display this notice on the website and circulate the notice for display on local notice boards.
There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at    8:09pm.
WRPC Meeting 6th July 2020

