

Chairman:	Cllr R Thornhill	WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:	Cllr W Allen; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr W Kay; Cllr A Martin, Cllr M Haynes; 
	Cllr A Allen; Cllr M Richardson, Cllr R Thompson
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1st July 2024 at
Tilstock Village Hall 

457 [bookmark: _Hlk155263358]Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements & Public participation 
(A period of 15 minutes is allocated to permit public representations to the Council. No decisions to be taken)
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting, declaring it open at 7:15pm. Apologies were received from Cllrs Martin and Loweth. Unitary Cllr G Dakin sent his apologies. Unitary Cllr P Wynn attended the Meeting. 
 No Members of the public attended the meeting. 
The Chairman read the following statement:
‘Whitchurch Rural Parish Council’s Code of Conduct, available on its website, says that, as Councillors, we should be able to undertake our role without being intimidated, abused, bullied or threatened by anyone, including the general public. This applies to all types of contact whether face-to-face, on the phone, or in writing (including emails and social media).
Unfortunately, this was not the case recently when, unannounced, a Councillor was approached at home on two separate occasions by a member of the public and subjected to a barrage of questions and opinions. The Councillor concerned reported that they felt bullied, intimidated and harassed by these approaches.
As a response to this unacceptable behaviour, we would advise that Councillors and staff should not be approached at their own homes, unless invited to do so. If a member of the public wishes to raise a matter, the place to do so is at the public session of this meeting. If they have a complaint, this should be made through the formal complaints’ procedure.
This Council will not tolerate unacceptable behaviour or abuse, and will robustly safeguard both Councillors and employees to the fullest extent possible.’
This statement will be read out at the September Meeting to be held in Ash. 
458	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
 No declarations/requests were received. 

459	Co-option/Vacancy
No applications have been received. 
There are currently two vacancies. A resident in Tilstock has expressed interest in joining the Council.  Cllr Richardson will ask them to contact the Clerk. 



460	Approval of the Draft Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd June 2024 
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
Councillors confirmed receipt of the draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 3rd June 2024.  Cllr Haynes proposed the Minutes to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. 
The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.

461 	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

462	Unitary Councillor’s report – The Local Member is invited to give a report and answer questions
Cllr Dakin was not present however Unitary Cllr P Wynn attended instead.  He reported that the Council is in purdah due to the upcoming Election.  A general discussion regarding local planning was held. 

463 	Correspondence: To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email inc: 
The Councillors discussed an email received regarding the last Parish Council Meeting. The Councillors all agreed that they were entirely content that proper procedure had been followed correctly, proposed by Cllr W Allen, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. Resolved. 

464	Housekeeping 
a) 	Land registrations – update		
The Clerk will chase the Solicitor again. 

b)	SmartWater rollout – to discuss	
The Councillors agreed to continue with the rollout at local events. The Clerk will check to see if any were handed out by the Police at the recent village event. 
Notices will be displayed in the Halls on Election day. 

c)	Community engagement – feedback	
No update.  It was noted that lots of information is being included on the page.

d)	Policies	- Biodiversity; Dignity at work
To take forward to September.  

e)	Defibrillators				
The defibrillator at Prees Heath requires a check.  

f)	New Model Financial Regulations
To take forward to October’s meeting. 		
	
466	Ward Matters (to include Highways & Environmental maintenance concerns; street lighting etc) 
i) Matters to report for attention / updates on reported matters/ Road closures
The Highways Dept has advised that the hedges and verges from Ash to Whitchurch will be sided and cut back. 

ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns
No matters were raised. 

iii) Tilstock VAS
The Clerk reported that the VAS has been inspected and found not to be repairable.  She has requested a quote for a replacement unit. Councillors requested a unit with an adjustable speed. 

iv)	Motorcross activity
The Clerk advised that Cllr Dakin had informed her that the Officer was due to speak to the Landowner about recent activity to determine if the 14 permitted days have been breached. The field has now been ploughed. 

v)	Playground inspections 
The annual inspection reports have not yet been received.  The new sign has been installed at the Ash playground with updated contact information. 

Cllr Thompson informed the Council that a piece of land in Tilstock may be available for purchase to extend the current play area. This would be used for equipment suitable for children over the age of 9. A proposal will need to be submitted to the landowner.  Visibility will need to be considered in order to ensure child safeguarding.  The Parish Council would need to pay for various reports to consider raising the level of the land and drainage.  At agricultural prices the Council should expect to pay c£14k per acre. It was agreed that Cllr Thompson should ask a drainage engineer out to give a report. To take forward and discuss again in September. 

vi)	Highways 
The report following the site visit is still outstanding.  The Clerk has chased it.  Thre are very large potholes between Whitchurch and Ash still in need of repair.  Cllr Richardson will be reporting the large holes in the road by the railway bridge in Tilstock. 

viii)	Street lighting 
It was reported that the light by Hollins Lane is not working again. Clerk to report. 

viii)	Footpaths/bridleways 
Cllr Kay to report issues with a footpath access in Ash. 

ix)	Road Closure:   
Ash Magna to Ightfield, Whitchurch Start Date: 21st August 2024 End Date: 28th August 2024
Purpose: Carriageway Repairs including kerbing, ironworks & potholes. Minor Works & Footway Siding out. Weekdays 09:30-16:00 and Saturdays 09:30-15:00.
Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council Works Promoter Ref: UJ212HW-1897115
You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=139264678

A525 junction to Ash Magna, Whitchurch Start Date: 14th August 2024 End Date: 20th August 2024
Purpose: Carriageway Repairs including kerbing, ironworks & potholes. Minor Works & Footway Siding out. Weekdays 09:30-16:00 and Saturdays 09:30-15:00.
Works Promoter:   Shropshire Council Works Promoter Ref: UJ212HW-1915268
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=139264644

Tilstock Road, WhitchurchStart Date: 5th August 2024End Date: 12th August 2024
Purpose: Road Closure - Lay new electric cable for new site.
Works Promoter:   Esp Electricity LimitedWorks Promoter Ref: VQ0163136-06
Enforcement pattern for Tilstock Road, Whitchurch:24 hrs
 You can view the closure and diversion route by clicking here:  https://one.network/?tm=139121769

467 	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropshire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
24/02150/FUL  (validated: 03/06/2024)
Address:  Fern Bank Farm, Alkington, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NX
Proposal:  Erection of single storey side extension (ground source heat pump equipment)
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SEHZ28TD06Z00
The Councillors discussed the application.  Cllr Richardson proposed supporting the application, seconded by Cllr Kay, all agreed. 

b) Decisions:
24/01147/FUL  (validated: 26/03/2024)
Address:  Proposed Agricultural Building SE Of, Catteralls Lane, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of an agricultural cattle shed, feed and equipment store and associated works
Decision:  Refuse
Noted. 

468	Finance:
a) Bank reconciliation for information/approval
Cllr Thompson proposed approving the bank reconciliations presented by the Clerk from April to July, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
All payments were proposed for approval by Cllr Kay, seconded by Cllr Haynes, all agreed. Resolved. 		
Cllr Haynes reported that Tilstock Church has obtained two quotes for the clock repairs however, they are not to the same specification. They are endeavouring to get two the same.  One company has an engineer who has experience working on Joyce’s clocks.  To remove, paint, re-guld etc and to make the winding system automated will be in the region of £10,500.  The quotes will be ready for the September meeting. They may not manage to get three quotes as not all clock engineers can work on Joyce’s clocks as it is specialised work. 

	Date
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	30/05/24
	Employee
	Salary
	£638.11
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	06/06/24
	Bank
	Monthly bank charges
	£6.20
	DD
	LGA 1972 s112

	30/05/24
	BT
	Broadband provision to Halls
	£61.73
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	12/06/24
	Hugo Fox(GoCardless)
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s142

	21/06/24
	Signs of the Times
	Playground sign
	£78.00
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	11/06/24
	The Parish Room
	Grant
	£2000
	Online
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	Date 
	Name
	Receipt
	Amount
	
	

	16/06/24
	Bank 
	Interest
	£184.25
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



469	Agenda items for the 2nd September 2024 Meeting (Ash)
Tilstock Church Clock grant; Tilstock playground extension; 




13	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential alleged breaches
No matters were raised.

b) To enable Councillors to consider any correspondence received of a confidential nature
No matters were raised. 
There being no further matters for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending the Meeting declaring it closed at 8:11pm.
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